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Front Cover: Beautiful Lake Daylesford is the 

hub of the Great Dividing Trail Network and 

the starting point for two of the walks in the 

new Central Highlands Circuit Walks and 

Rides booklet. (Photo: Tim Bach) 

Back Cover: A wonderful assortment of fungi 

found on our walk through the Mines and 

Ruins of Sailors Gully. See stories page 6 and 

page 14. 
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I’ve really enjoyed our GDTA guided walks 

over the past year. Many have been cancelled, 

sometimes at the last minute, and it seems like 

a small victory to have a walk at all. All of us 

have been tolerating, with varying degrees of 

intolerance, the limited social interactions that 

restrictions have imposed. Having a day in the 

bush with like-minded souls has been 

refreshing and rejuvenating. 

I want to give a big shout out to Ed Butler, our 

indefatigable guided walk leader. Ed has led 

two of the guided walks featured in this issue, 

“The water races and gold mines of Basalt” 

(Story page 4) and “The mines and ruins of 

Sailors Gully” (Story page 6). He’s about to 

saddle up again for the rescheduled Rise and 

Shine Walk on October 10. Some may think 

that Ed is following well-defined trails but that’s 

not the case. Each of his walks is an original 

masterpiece. Ed spends many days 

scrambling about in the bush reconnoitring his 

walks and then spends many evenings 

scouring books and websites for the 

background history so that he can leave us 

interested and edified. On the Vaughan 

Springs walk, Gib asked why the same walk in 

the Central Highlands Circuit Walks and Rides 

booklet didn’t include the many ruins we 

visited. Ed responded that he wouldn’t want 

the tourists to get lost. 

Thanks, Ed, for some great walks. 

Happy trails!    

 

mailto:editor@gdt.org.au


 

 

Winter began with the extreme storm event in 

early June which flattened the forest on top of 

the Divide and closed much of our track 

network throughout the Wombat Forest. With 

the arrival of spring, the land managers have 

opened most of the Wombat, except for the 

Goldfields Track section between Mollongghip 

and Twin Bridges, just north of Daylesford. 

Most of the circuits in our new Walk and Ride 

Circuits guidebook are now doable although 

there are still some forest closures in place.  

Lockdown 6 has led to more cancellations and 

delays for our walks and rides program. Only 

one of our guided walks went ahead as 

planned and we’ve made further changes to 

the program for the remainder of the year. 

(See page 12 for an update.)  

Ed Butler had a full contingent for his 

memorable mines and water race walk around 

Basalt. Local landscaper, Stewart Henderson, 

came along for the ramble. His family had run 

a store near the Charlesford Mine and his 

uncle Gordon had developed Henderson 

Spring. He told a moving story of how Gordon 

volunteered in World War II even though he 

was well into his middle years. He became a 

prisoner-of-war and toiled on the notorious 

Burma railway line but never returned. 

Ed is always full of tales on his walks and this 

one was no different. Stewart’s additions 

provided another rich layer. It demonstrated, 

as on the Kooroocheang Walk, the value of a 

local storyteller or historian to take the 

experience to another level. We hope to invite 

other storytellers on our guided walks in 2022.  

Ed was ready and eager with his Vaughan 

Springs walk in August but it was cancelled at 

the last minute. We rescheduled it to 

September replacing my planned Poverty 

Gully walk. It was an epic walk up hills and 

down gullies. Who knew the diggers could so 

comprehensively turn over the landscape in 

their thirst for gold? Massive erosion pillars, 

deep shafts, big dam walls and gullies as 

pockmarked as a WW1 battlefield on the 

Western Front. All as artfully disguised in 

verdant green grass as a Christo cover-up. 

The relaunch of the Lerderderg Track was, 

once more, a COVID casualty. We have put 

the launch off yet again but we hope to have 

our members’ lunch on November 21. 

Winter in the highlands is generally a season 

to hunker down and hibernate – or, if you’re 

lucky enough, to head somewhere else. Gayl 

and I picked a gap between lockdowns and 

made it up north to Kakadu during August. I’m 

trying to not to feel too guilty. While we 

camped near the wetlands and under the 

escarpment in this magnificent park, the GDTA 

received yet another query about camp sites 

and watering points on the Goldfields Track. 

We have frequently complained to the land 

managers over the last decade about the lack 

of campsites to support long-distance walkers. 

GTI has $1.9M to enhance the visitor 

experience on the Track but most of this will 

go to signage. An article in this POST 

describes plans for the visitor enhancement 

project. 

A third of our membership took advantage of 

our special offer to purchase our new Walks 

and Rides booklet and we’ve had good 

publicity in local media. Remember that it’s 

available through our on-line shop but order 

early to avoid the Christmas rush.  

With friends and an ironwood tree, 

Kakadu NP. 

 



 

 

Our walk on June 27 (with 27 walkers) to the 

mines and water races of Basalt got off to an 

auspicious start. We trialled using what3words 

to direct people to the start of the walk but it 

seems they found their way to three different 

starting points. After we re-grouped, we had 

the local constabulary turn up and enquire 

about our activities. No idea why in remote 

Basalt.  

We walked through the entire metropolis of 

Basalt in about two minutes but soon took to 

the bush. The intent was to use the network of 

gold rush era water races to connect some 

fascinating sights.  

The first major stop was at the Charlesford 

Mine complex which was worked as a mine 

until the mid-1960s. Our guest was Stewart 

Henderson, a local with a long connection to 

the area. Stewart pointed out the clearing 

where his ancestor set up a store in the 1850s. 

The mine complex included a battery, dam, 

several mines and a chimney that may have 

been a quartz roasting kiln.  

We then went off track to the Boots Gully 

Creek gorge on the edge of the extinct volcano 

of Bald Hill. With some delicate scrambling we 

made our way to the Liepold water race which 

was the longest of many local races. These 

races twist and turn following the contours to 

deliver water to as high a point possible to 

maintain the pressure head required to 

process ore from the many mines and 

diggings. The Liepold race was designed to 

take water to a point above Yandoit. To 

maintain the height they tunnelled through a 

saddle on the Excelsior ridge. The tunnel is 

still mostly clear.  

From the tunnel, we swapped up and down 

between three water races, sometimes 

upstream, sometimes down. We reached the 

site of a charcoal burner’s operations which 

Stewart told us was operating when his father 

was a boy. The charcoal was transported into 

Hepburn in its final stages by flying fox. 

Back along the water races, we moved to 

Boots Gully & Henderson spring with it’s clear 

water and slate mine. We had a great day and 

our guests from the U3A walking group 

enjoyed it so much, they repeated the walk a 

couple of weeks later.  



 

 

 Water Races and Gold Mines of Basalt. Previous page: Walkers at the Charlesford mine (Photo: Andrew 

Lecky). This page: Top Left: Dam wall at the Charlesford mine (Photo: Helga Hart). Top Right: Tunnel under 

the Excelsior saddle on the Liepold  race (Photo: Lulu Cockram). Middle left: Quartz roasting chimney at 

Charlesford mine (Photo: Gib Wettenhall). Bottom left: Stewart Henderson tells the story of Henderson 

Spring (Photo: Gib Wettenhall). Bottom right: Slate mine in Boots Gully (Photo: Lulu Cockram). 



 

 

Sluice mining in Butchers Gully has caused 

extensive erosion (Photo: Tim Bach). 

This walk was originally scheduled for August 

but was cancelled at the last minute by a 

regional lockdown on August 21. We 

rescheduled it in place of another planned 

walk on September 26. Twenty walkers joined 

me on a warm, sunny day for a ramble partly 

along the Goldfields Track and partly through 

the lush green grass of Sailors Gully. 

The walk started at Vaughan Springs where 

Sailors Gully (and sometimes Creek) enters 

the Loddon River. The River valley and more 

particularly the creeks and gullies that enter 

the River were once the site of a very vibrant 

gold rush. The area is part of the Castlemaine 

Diggings Heritage National Park, the first 

national park set up primarily for heritage 

values. We crossed the river following the 

Goldfields Track for about 700 metres before 

following a faint track into Butchers Gully. 

Butchers Gully was the site of extensive sluice 

mining, the effects of which are apparent in the 

eroded banks of the gully. Sluicing required 

large volumes of water from the Loddon and 

many gullies in the area were destroyed by 

this method in several bursts of activity up until 

the 1960s. We located the stone remains of an 

1850s Chinese store which was the subject of 

an archaeological dig in 2006.  The village is 

long gone and the site was obliterated by the 

dredging that took place. The dig is able to be 

visited and is worth a visit at the top of the 

sluiced Butchers Gully.  

We returned to the Goldfields Track and 

followed it south. The range of hills and ridges 

that we followed above Sailors Gully held a 

number of deep quartz mines. The Liverpool 

Reef was quite productive with some 

exceptional crushings of up to 7 pounds of 

gold in a single crush. We visited the Tubal 

Cain Mine which had a Cornish Chimney, a 

covered trench up a hillside to a short 

traditional chimney. The chimney created a 

good draft for the fires of the steam plant to 

run the battery which crushed the quartz in 

order to extract the gold. Further up the track, 

a large mullock heap hides the entrance to 

another mine which followed the same reef.  

We returned along Sailors Gully. All along the 

bottom of the Gully are ruins and mines slowly 

surrendering to the ravages of time. Most are 

simply collapsed stone and mud chimneys 

which would have had a tent attached but 

some are more substantial one and two 

roomed cottages. The ruins include a few 

examples of the puddling machines - circular 

ditches around which a horse would walk day 

after day mixing the gold-laden clays dug from 

shallow surface mines. The outflow from the 

puddling machine passed down a sluice where 

the gold particles settled. Further down Sailors 

Gully, we found a “natural” sluice – a hard rock 

wall across a gully which would have trapped 

gold washed down the gully making it a rich 

surface source for early prospectors in the 

area. 

Our walk was intended to be about 12k but 

wound up being closer to 15k because of side 

trips. It was also intended to finish at about 

3:00pm but we wound up an hour later 

because of stragglers wanting photo 

opportunities. For the lucky ones, there was a 

cold beer at the Guildford Hotel and a Grand 

Final victory toast to the great Ron Barassi 

who played his junior football at the ground 

opposite the pub. 



 

 

 

Sailors Gully Walk. Clockwise from top right: Gib and Angela check out the Cornish Chimney at Tubal Cain 

Mine; Ed describes the working of a puddling machine in Sailors Gully; Walkers examine the remains of a 

Chinese grocery in Butchers Gully; Barry explores a natural sluice in Sailors Gully. (Photos: Tim Bach) 



 

 

The Garfield Wheel was built in 1887 was the 

largest water wheel in the southern 

hemisphere. 

(Editor’s Note: The GDTA guided walk around 

the Garfield Wheel and the Welsh Village was 

cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. Mick 

Evans, who was to lead the walk has 

generously provided these notes for those who 

would like to do the walk on their own. We 

hope to reschedule this walk as part of the 

2022 Walks and Rides program.) 

This planned walk was essentially the Garfield 

Wheel & Welsh Village Circuit Walk featured 

on the GDTA website. The walk starts at 

Chinamans Point near Forest Creek. It takes in 

the historic area of Forest Creek, the richest 

alluvial goldfield in the world and the focus of a 

massive gold rush in the early 1850s after gold 

was first found at nearby Specimen Gully.  

The walk illustrates some of the amazing feats 

of engineering achieved by early gold miners. 

The 21 metre diameter Garfield Wheel, hailed 

as the largest of its kind in the southern 

hemisphere, drove a quartz crushing mill. 

Water to drive the Wheel came from the 

Coliban River through hundreds of kilometres 

of water races. Two stone walls, 10.5 m high, 

built to hold the wheel are still standing today. 

After passing through the Garfield Wheel the 

water continued on along an open channel to 

another wheel at the Manchester Mine. There 

doesn’t seem to be any evidence of the 

second wheel, although the channel can still 

be seen. 

The other main historical feature on the walk is 

the remnants of the Welsh Village at the head 

of Golden Gully and Donkey Gully, one of the 

most prosperous alluvial gullies on the Forest 

Creek diggings. What now remains of the 

Welsh Village are some forty sites (according 

to the Victorian Archaeological Survey) of mud 

rendered stone buildings, mine shafts situated 

around the outskirts of the village and a 

network of roads crossing the village. The 

Nimrod Mine at the head of Donkey Gully 

probably provided most of the work for the 

Welsh Villagers. 

Walking back along Forest Creek from the 

Golden Point Reservoir to the start and finish 

at Chinamans Point, you pass the ruins of an 

old but significant bridge which was on the old 

road into the Welsh Village. On the opposite 

side of Golden Point road is a large sign that 

spells out the word Northumberland - the site 

of the old Northumberland Hotel and Tea 

Rooms. 

Although the walk didn’t go ahead, I really 

enjoyed the opportunity to reconnoitre the 

track and explore the area. You really should 

allow time to explore around the Garfield 

Wheel and the nearby Manchester Mine as 

well as the Welsh Village and nearby slate 

quarries at Donkey Gully. There are numerous 

information signs along the way to assist your 

interpretation. This is a highly recommended 

historic walk that encompasses the significant 

history of Australia’s gold rush era. The bush is 

rugged but most of the track is well defined 

with a couple of steepish parts. The native 

bush has regenerated along Forest Creek. 

Plantings of native trees and grasses have 

encouraged a great variety of birds.  

The walk is approximately 10.5 Km in length. 

The track can be navigated using the map and 

track notes for the Castlemaine circuit walk on 

the GDTA website. Another good map to use 

is Welsh Village Walking Tracks available on 

the Cartography Community Mapping website. 

  

https://cartography.id.au/welsh_village/welsh_village.pdf
https://cartography.id.au/welsh_village/welsh_village.pdf
https://cartography.id.au/welsh_village/welsh_village.pdf


 

 

   

Garfield Wheel and Welsh Village. Top left: The 10.5m walls that supported the Garfield Wheel are all that 

remains of the quartz stamp. Top right: Old slate quarry near the Welsh Village. Bottom: One of the many 

stone ruins in the Welsh Village. (Photos: Mick Evans) 



 

 

Goldfields Track Inc. (GTI) has received a 

$1.9M grant from Regional Development 

Victoria to improve signage, interpretation and 

visitor amenity to enhance the visitor 

experience along the Track. The GT was 

recognised by Visit Victoria as a state 

significant track in Victoria’s Trail Strategy 

2014 – 2024 and has the potential to be a walk 

of national and international significance.  Its 

proximity to Melbourne, public rail access to 

the “bookend” regional cities of Ballarat, and 

Bendigo and its route through some of 

Victoria’s most important tourist towns, make it 

a highly attractive, nature-based, tourism 

asset. The grant will help move the track 

towards the vision of a world-class iconic 

outdoor experience. 

The Track showcases some of the best of 

Victoria’s goldrush history. It includes an 

abundance of native flora and fauna and it 

passes through areas of great cultural 

significance to the Dja Dja Wurrung and 

Wadawurrung peoples.   

The track currently attracts some 20,000 

walkers and riders each year but poor signage 

and lack of interpretative information 

significantly reduces its visitor appeal and 

readiness.  Limited opportunities for overnight 

camping make the journey difficult for long-

distance hikers and cyclists. 

The Goldfields Track signage and 

interpretation project would deliver improved 

visitor engagement experiences and would 

encourage visits to tourism assets across the 

region. 

This project will deliver: 

 Eight significant trailhead entry boards at 

the start and end of each of the four 

sections of the Goldfields Track (Eureka, 

Wallaby, Dry Diggings and Leanganook 

Tracks). These entry boards would set the 

scene and provide important visitor 

information for each track section. 

 At least 100 interpretive signs and 

experiences along the full length of the 

track.  These would be engaging, 

informative and interactive and would 

significantly enhancing the visitor 

experience and regional engagement. 

 At least four visitor hubs at key identified 

access points and logical break points 

along the track.  These would be located 

mid-way between key towns and villages. 

Given the significant length of the track, 

these hubs would provide important break 

points and in many instances vehicle 

access. 

The project will commence with a process of 

track interpretation planning and design.  This 

will allow for discussion and confirmation with 

Indigenous groups, heritage experts and other 

relevant stakeholders to confirm identification 

of relevant interpretation, taking into account 

the changing landscape and cultural influences 

along the full 210km of track. It is hoped this 

stage of the project would be completed by 

winter 2023. 

One of the problems that dissuades potential 

long-distance walkers from attempting the GT 

is the limited availability of bush campsites and 

potable water. Although the GDTA lobbied for 

the development of campsites and water tanks 

as part of this project, there is no plan to 

include such facilities in this stage. Other 

iconic long-distance walking tracks in Victoria 

are well developed for walkers. The Great 

Ocean Walk has 7 developed campsites along 

its 104km distance at an average interval of 

11.5km. The Great Southwest Walk has 14 

campsites placed an average 15.6 km apart. 

The Victorian section of the Alps Walking 

Track has bush camp sites near reliable water 

sources spaced about a day’s walk apart. The 

GDTA will continue to argue for the 

development of camping facilities and reliable 

water sources along the Goldfields and 

Lerderderg Tracks. 



 

 

 

It is now three months since the severe 

weather event on June 9 brought down 

thousands of trees and branches, damaged 

unique visitor infrastructure and left vast 

amounts of debris across Victorian parks and 

forests.  

The wild weather led to the closure of 

Macedon Regional Park, Wombat State 

Forest, Lerderderg State Park and parts of 

Hepburn Regional Park. Ongoing tree fall, 

unstable ground conditions, and damage to 

popular visitor areas will require long-term 

planning and works. Specialist assessment 

and treatment of hazardous trees is required 

for visitor areas to be deemed safe for the 

public. 

Parks Victoria will continue to work with 

Bushfire Recovery Victoria and DELWP to 

ensure a coordinated response on public land. 

Fire crews are also focused on state-wide 

clearing of fuel breaks and green waste debris 

before summer, to ensure long-term protection 

of the forests and parklands. 

Parks Victoria rangers, DELWP and 

VicForests crews have removed and repaired 

much of the destruction. The work includes 

damage assessments, clearing tracks and 

fence lines and safety works such as hand rail 

replacement. Most roads are open but some 

areas and many walking tracks remain closed 

for public safety. Hepburn Regional Park and 

Lerderderg State Park are open but Wombat 

State Forest will remain closed until the end of 

November. Works to re-open roads and tracks 

are focused on reinstating access for 

emergency vehicles ahead of the summer 

months. 

As crews work to identify and remove complex 

dangers, please follow signage and stay out of 

fenced-off and closed areas. Do not put 

yourself at risk of serious injury or death, and 

do not put at risk the emergency responders 

who may have to come and rescue you. 

For the latest information on park closures, 

visit the Parks Victoria Safety in Nature page. 

For State Forest conditions visit the Forest Fire 

Management website.  

If you encounter issues requiring attention on 

GDTN tracks or circuits in the Walks and 

Rides booklet, please email 

maintenance@gdt.org.au. Include a detailed 

description or what3words address and a 

photo with GPS location if possible. We will 

direct the report to the relevant authority. 

https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/get-into-nature/safety-in-nature
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/permits-and-regulations/closures-of-parks-and-forests
https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/permits-and-regulations/closures-of-parks-and-forests
mailto:maintenance@gdt.org.au


 

 

Our theme for the 2021 Guided Walks and 

Rides Program was “Challenging Circuits”. We 

planned walks and rides that would require 

some off-track and route-finding skills or 

involve traversing private land (involving 

challenging negotiations with land owners). As 

it has turned out, the most challenging thing 

about our program has been having a program 

at all! We’ve been forced to cancel, change 

and reschedule walks and because of COVID 

restrictions and storm damage to tracks along 

the Great Divide. We’ve managed to squeeze 

in many of our scheduled walks and rides 

between regional lockdowns although our 

friends from Melbourne haven’t always been 

able to join us. The “Roadmap” now gives us a 

better idea about the timing of easing 

restrictions and our friends at Parks Victoria 

and DELWP have been working hard to clear 

storm damage so we’ve been able to come up 

with a revised plan for the months ahead. 

We’re also hoping that we can hold a 

members’ picnic after the walk on November 

21. We hope you’ll be able to join us for one or 

more of these events. 

Date Walk Leader / Contact Difficulty 

Sun  Oct 10 
Walk: Rise and Shine, 
Castlemaine  

Ed Butler 
edbutl@gmail.com 

Easy 

Sun  Oct 24 
Walk: West Upper 
Loddon 

Tim Bach 
timothy.m.bach@gmail.com 

Medium 

Sun Nov 14 Ride: Tarilta Gold 
Ken Dowling 
ken@mapsport.com.au 

Medium 

Sun  Nov 21 
Walk: Red Gum Ovens & 
Deep Creek Refuge Walk 
(& Members’ Lunch) 

Barry Golding 
b.golding@federation.edu.au 

Hard 

    

    

 

 

 

The GDTA has given its support to the Friends 

of the Canadian Corridor (FoCC) for a circuit 

walk between Ballarat and Buninyong.   

Large sections of the proposed Ballarat and 

Buninyong Forest and River Loop Trail follow 

the existing Goldfields Track (GT) along the 

Yarrowee River and the future route of the GT 

through the Union Jack Education Area north 

of Buninyong, Woowookarung Regional Park, 

and along the Grasstree Creek Trail towards 

the Ballarat CBD. 

  



 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Great 

Dividing Trail Association will be held on 

November 17 at 2:00 pm. The venue will be 

advised closer to the date and will depend on 

COVID restrictions in place at the time. 

 

The GDTA Committee has proposed a change 

in subscription fees to be approved by the 

membership at the AGM. It has been proposed 

that membership subscriptions be a flat $30.00 

for individual memberships and $50 for 

corporate memberships. The family 

membership and pro rata subscriptions will no 

longer be offered. The GDTA pays 

Bushwalking Victoria an insurance premium of 

$27.35 per member. This leaves the GDTA the 

princely sum of $2.65 to fund Association 

activities. Discounted and pro rata 

memberships have actually required a subsidy 

from the GDTA in the past. 

 

The Committee is also looking for new blood to 

lead our Association. A number of Committee 

members are hoping to retire after many years 

of service. In particular we are hoping to 

address the demographic and gender 

imbalance on the Committee. Younger 

members and female members are particularly 

encouraged to voice their interest. Contact one 

of the Committee members or email Mike 

Gustus at membership@gdt.org.au. 

 

The GDTA Committee is seeking a member 

volunteer to assist with administration of our 

eShop. WordPress experience is important 

and some experience with the WooComerce 

plugin for WordPress would be helpful. Please 

contact Ken Dowling at sales@gdt.org.au or 

call 5348 3792. 

 

We welcome new members to the Great 

Dividing Trail Association: 

 Gavin Lee 

 Deborah Mazzotta 

 Alan Kaye 

 Terry Bracks 

 Alexandra Lewisohn 

 Jeremy Harper 

 Shane Callahan 

 Michelle Callahan 

 

   

Photo: Gib Wettenhall 

mailto:membership@gdt.org.au
mailto:sales@gdt.org.au


 

 

Alison Pouliot 

The GDTA guided walk to the Charlesford 

mine and water races was an enjoyable winter 

excursion. (See story page 4.) For  me, one of 

the most astonishing features of the walk was 

the number and variety of fungi we found in 

the forest around Basalt. Many of these looked 

intimidating but very few were identified with 

any authority. The most frequent responses 

from my accompanying walkers were “It might 

be… ummm…” or a shrug of the shoulders 

and an “I dunno…”  Occasionally I was offered 

a bite of one or another which offer I invariably 

declined. 

Over the late autumn and early winter, many 

locals will also have noticed this abundance of 

fungi in parks, gardens and woodlands. The 

cool, wet conditions of autumn and early winter 

are best to promote a great variety of fungi. 

We collected a number of wonderful 

photographs on our walk which are included in 

a collage on the back cover of this issue but I 

was reluctant to try to publish these without 

some authoritative identification. Who better to 

turn to for help than Alison Pouliot. Alison is 

well known in the GDTA for her wonderful 

photos of the Grampians published in her 

book, Gariwerd, Reflecting on the Grampians 

with essays by GDTA President, Gib 

Wettenhall, and for her photos in the award 

winning Goldfields Track Walk or Ride Guide. 

But Alison is also known nationally and 

internationally as a mycologist, or a biologist 

who specialises in the study of fungi. 

Alison completed her 

doctorate at the Fenner 

School of Environment and 

Society at ANU in Canberra 

where she is currently an 

Honourary Fellow. She 

shares her time between 

Daylesford and Bern, 

Switzerland. Her research 

and teaching take her to 

places such as the Kew 

Gardens in London, the 

Royal Institute of 

Technology in Stockholm 

and The Rachel Carson 

Centre of Environment and Society in Munich. 

Alison has a passion for our local environment 

and for her beloved Wombat Forest. “My 

favourite thing about Daylesford is that it is 

surrounded by forest, creeks and rivers,” said 

Alison. “I’ve spent the last 25 years getting to 

know them and their inhabitants but there’s 

always more to explore and discover.” 

Alison is the author of numerous articles about 

mushrooms and mushrooming. Her published 



 

 

books combine her love of nature and her 

exquisite skill as a photographer. In 2018, she 

published The Allure of Fungi, which explores 

the relationship between the forest and fungi 

and the fungus-fearing attitudes of humans. 

Her most recent book is Wild Mushrooming: A 

Guide for Foragers, co-authored by Royal 

Botanic Gardens principal researcher, Tom 

May. The book includes advice on how to find 

and collect fungi, provides a guide to 

distinguishing edible from poisonous fungi and 

includes a selection of recipes.  

Alison has also produced a series of eight 

videos about fungi – The Forgotten Kingdom. 

The videos are informative and presented at a 

level that the average viewer will appreciate. 

Alison’s informative tour is accompanied by 

stunning photography. The videos are 

available on Alison’s website. 

Alison always has projects on the go and the 

pandemic hasn’t slowed her down. “Other than 

a few cancellations and delays, my travel and 

work haven't been restricted,” she said.  “I’ve 

had a wonderful autumn running workshops 

and forays in Victoria, NSW and the ACT and 

have just arrived back in Europe for the 

summer/autumn and another dose of fungi.” 

Alison has a number of projects on the go 

including developing a new course on ‘seeing 

nature’, working on a couple of short films and 

various writing projects. “Mostly,” she said, “I 

try and spend the best part of every day in the 

forest.” 

Each year, Alison holds a 

number of workshops 

and events in regional 

Victoria and metropolitan 

Melbourne. Her dinner 

and conversation events 

are well subscribed and 

you need to move quickly 

to reserve a place. While 

her local events for this 

year have concluded, 

Alison will be back in 

2022 for more. See 

Alison’s website for 

details as they become 

available. 

Alison’s recently published books about 

mushrooms and fungi are available for 

purchase through her website or from 

Paradise Books in Vincent Street, Daylesford. 

 (Editors note: This article is an edited version 

of a piece that was first published in The 

Wombat Post. It is reproduced here with 

permission.)  

 

Alison has produced a series of videos on fungi, “The Forgotten Kingdom”, 

available on Vimeo. 

https://alisonpouliot.com/videos/
alisonpouliot.com
https://alisonpouliot.com/videos/


 

 

 

A wonderful variety of fungi observed on the Charlesford Mine walk: Top left: Heterotextus pezizformis (Golden Jelly Bells). 

Top right: Cortinarius snapicolor (Slimy Yellow Cortinar) Middle left: Singercybe Clitocyboides (Kaimai Bush) Middle right: 

Cortinarius austrovenetus (Green Skinhead) Bottom: Cortinarius species (Alison would need to see the underside lamella to 

make a definitive identification). 


