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I had this issue of GDTA POST almost ready 

to go on the evening of June 9. All I needed to 

do was pen a few words of wisdom for this 

space and it would be at the final proof stage. 

“I can do that in the morning over a coffee,” I 

thought. A few hours later, the winds started to 

howl, the rains poured down, the trees started 

to topple and the power went out. I hit “pause” 

on the POST while we cleaned up the damage 

around our garden –   luckily no damage to our 

house or sheds – but damage to the GDTN 

became the story and this issue of the POST 

required a major restructure and a rewrite. 

I don’t know how Bill Casey did it but he 

managed to walk a 6km section of the Wallaby 

Track near Mollongghip to get some idea of 

the damage. His report and photos paint a 

clear picture of the devastation along the Great 

Divide. Clearing tracks will take many months 

but regeneration of the forests will take many 

years. Bill’s Track Warriors will play an 

important role in informing the community 

about the condition of our network as the 

recovery continues. 

At the beginning of May, my wife Margaret and 

I visited Mallacoota for an outdoor festival of 

Aboriginal films. Along the 200km drive from 

Bruthen to Mallacoota hardly a tree was 

unaffected by the 2020 bushfires. We were 

able to observe first-hand the phenomenal 

recovery of the forest from those catastrophic 

fires. While in Mallacoota I had the pleasure of 

a guided coastal walk with Gayl Morrow and 

her husband, GDTA President Gib Wettenhall. 

The coastal tea tree had been destroyed by 

fire exposing spectacular ocean vistas which 

were previously hidden by dense foliage. The 

variety and colour of the regrowth on the 

usually barren forest floor was stunning! There 

was great beauty in the recovery of forest 

plants and bird life. 

It’s reassuring now to remember that our 

Central Highlands forests will also recover and  

in that recovery, there will be great beauty. I 

look forward, as always, to walking the bush 

tracks around my home and watching the 

progress of that recovery. 

Happy trails!    

mailto:editor@gdt.org.au


 

 

As I write this, we are starting what is likely to 

be a lengthy recovery from the cyclonic storms 

that hit the Central Highlands on June 10. 

Areas of forest, particularly along the Great 

Divide, were devastated. On one three acre 

section of our property at Mollongghip, only 

about 5% of trees remain standing. Somehow, 

“Colonel Bill” Casey managed to walk 6km 

along the Wallaby Track from Mollongghip to 

Wombat Dam to survey the damage (before 

he called me to rescue him!) His report and 

photos are included in this issue of the POST. 

We will be working with Parks Victoria, 

DELWP and local government authorities to 

coordinate track clearing. See the GDT  

website and our Facebook page for updates 

on track conditions.  

The storms hit just as we were sending our 

new guidebook, Central Victorian Highlands 

Walk and Ride Circuits, to print. Many of the 

circuits in the booklet have been affected by 

the storm damage. It may take months, or 

even years, but the circuit trails will eventually 

be reopened.  

We encourage members to order the first 

edition of the booklet. We’re offering advance 

copies at a 20% discount for members who re-

join during June/July or for new members who 

sign up via the GDTN website before July 31. 

A lot of thought and many, many drafts have 

gone into producing what we think will prove a 

terrific addition “to the packs of locals and 

visitors alike” (in the words of our Patron, John 

Landy, AC). Many thanks once again to our 

major sponsor, the Community Bank 

Daylesford District. 

In another déjà vu, we’re back in lockdown. 

We were forced to cancel the May GDTA Walk 

around the new Woowookarung Regional Park 

on the outskirts of Ballarat. We hope to 

reschedule the walk for next autumn. 

In April, we had one of our biggest walks ever 

in terms of numbers, with 45 people climbing 

Mt Kooroocheang. Not only were the views 

amazing, but the cultural heritage revealed 

during the day was widely appreciated. 

Perhaps we ought to make it a tradition to 

have at least one walk annually focusing on an 

aspect of our region’s history, whether 

following the route the soldiers took to attack 

the Eureka Stockade or visiting the haunts of 

local bushrangers or First Nations people. 

Our proposal to patrol the GDT Network with 

Track Warriors from our membership has been 

approved by land managers. Colonel Bill will 

be rolling the program out over the coming 

months as the parks and forests reopen. 

The launch of the refreshed Lerderderg Track 

at its southern trailhead at Bacchus Marsh has 

been on repeat delay thanks to COVID. With a 

bit of luck and a lot of hard work, we hope to 

reschedule the refurbished and re-cleared LT 

sometime in spring. We’ll have Mayors 

greeting, Track Ambassadors riding, local 

Warriors walking and members feasting at our 

annual FREE Picnic Lunch. Another reason to 

join the GDTA! 

With Barry Golding and Hepburn’s cairn at the 

summit of Mt Kooroocheang.  

(Photo: Margaret Hodge) 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
http://www.gdt.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847


 

 

 

Following last week’s severe wind storm, I 

surveyed damage to the Wallaby Track 

between Mollongghip and Wombat Dam. I 

walked, climbed and scrambled over and 

under countless trees which had been blown 

down over the track. The damage  is hard to 

believe. I was absolutely stunned by what I 

found. In places, I couldn’t even find the track 

because it was buried! 

The map reproduced here shows a red star for 

the most substantial track blockages caused 

by fallen trees. The stars indicate only the 

points of major damage because lesser 

blockages were so numerous that they would 

be indistinguishable at the map 

scale from adjacent 

blockages.  Many, perhaps 

most, blockages consisted of 

several trees which had fallen 

in the same place, sometimes 

five deep. 

All of these blockages require 

chain saw work to remove 

them. In some cases, heavy 

machinery will be required. It 

will probably take many weeks 

or even months to re-open the 

track for walkers, runners and 

riders. In the meantime it is 

just not possible to use this 

section of track. (Ed note: Bill 

means that it’s impossible for 

mere mortals!) 

The damage seems to have 

been worst along the Great 

Divide. Sections of the track 

further to the north may have 

been protected to some extent 

from the strong south-westerly 

winds.  

The Wombat State Forest and 

Lerderderg State Park are 

closed while Parks Victoria 

and DELWP survey the 

damage. (Ed note: Bill 

conducted his survey before closures were 

announced.) GDTA Track Warriors will be 

walking the tracks to survey and report 

damage as soon as the relevant land 

managers advise that it is safe to do so. 

If you have an opportunity to (safely) walk 

some sections of the GDTN, please report the 

condition of the section to 

maintenance@gdt.org.au. Report sections that 

are clear as well as sections that have been 

damaged. Information on current conditions 

will be updated on our website as it becomes 

available. See www.gdt.org.au/circuit-walks-

rides. 

Each of the 60 stars on this map indicates damage to the Wallaby Track 

requiring major repair. (Map: Bill Casey.) 

mailto:maintenance@gdt.org.au
http://www.gdt.org.au/circuit-walks-rides
http://www.gdt.org.au/circuit-walks-rides


 

 

Damage on the Wallaby Track. Top: An uprooted tree took out others on its way down. Middle: Trees are piled 

five deep in places. Bottom: A Goldfields Track marker shows the way (left) but where is the track (right)?  

(Photos: Bill Casey.) 



 

 

A sketch of Hepburn’s station, Smeaton Hill. (Charles Norton, ca. 1846, State Library of Victoria.) 

 

On a fine autumn day in 1838, pioneering 

squatter Captain John Hepburn ascended Mt 

Alexander and spied through his ship’s 

telescope a mountain standing out like a 

beacon on the fertile volcanic plains to the 

south. This was Mt Kooroocheang, a place 

that the Dja Dja Wurrung people had inhabited 

and held sacred for tens of thousands of 

years. 

Hepburn homed in on Kooroocheang along 

creek valleys with his 3,000 sheep, ten armed 

men and pregnant wife, Elizabeth, to reach the 

mountain’s base. He was not to know that this 

was a sacred place for the Dja Dja Wurrung. 

But then he didn’t ask the locals what they 

thought about anything. In classic colonial 

fashion, to paraphrase Julius Caesar, “he 

came, he saw and he conquered.” 

On arrival, the local Dja Dja Wurrung clan 

showed Hepburn where to find water and he 

built a hut on what he was to rename after 

himself, Captains Creek. With his ten pound 

squatter’s licence from the Crown, he then laid 

sole proprietorial claim to 30,000 acres without 

a moment’s consultation. All that the Crown 

required was a sufficiently large mob of sheep 

to justify his land grab. To enforce his claim, 

Hepburn had ten armed men with horses: they 

could run down even the fastest Djaara 

warriors and shoot from a distance. Many of 

Hepburn’s men were convicts, freed to 

become an indentured labour force. Hepburn 

had no need to enslave the place’s original 

inhabitants. 

To Hepburn and the other overlanders pouring 

in to take up the rich grasslands, the Djaara 

people were heathen ‘savages.’ From the 

start, he asserted through his superior force, 

the NIMBY golden rule of squatting. Hepburn 

only records one attack on his hut by the 

Indigenous locals, but the shepherds in their 

lonely huts lived in constant fear and rode out 

regularly to ensure the ‘natives’ were 

excluded.  

So, the First People were no longer allowed to 

hunt on their land or perform ceremony on 

their sacred mountain. Hepburn claimed 

contemptuously, he never learnt one word of 

“their lingo.”  

There is an awful irony to the terrible tragedy 

that Hepburn, along with his fellow pioneers, 

was to wreak on the people. 

Prior to his unsolicited arrival at the base of 

Kooroocheang, Hepburn had spent 90 percent 

of his working life at sea. He had only learnt to 

ride a horse when overlanding cattle less than 

two years before.  

When his ship sank in 1836 taking almost all 



 

 

John Hepburn statue in Smeaton.  

(Photo: Gib Wettenhall.) 

his capital with it, a desperate 33yo Hepburn 

boldly risked everything and joined the first trip 

overlanding cattle from Sydney to Melbourne. 

Nearing Macedon, the country became richer 

and more fertile. Hepburn marked a tree and 

vowed to return with his wife and child and 

settle in the region, as he did a year or so 

later, ascending Mt Alexander and spying 

Kooroocheang in the far distance. 

The particular irony resides in the following 

story. While still a sea captain, in 1835 

Hepburn climbed a hilltop behind Port Louis, 

the capital of the French colony of Mauritius, 

and found on the summit a monument about 

which he was scathing. It was a foundation 

stone laid by the English after the defeat of the 

French in the Napoleonic wars. It renamed and 

appropriated the citadel on the summit as Fort 

Adelaide, in honour of the English Queen.  

A Scot, Hepburn had no love of the English. 

English land enclosures had led to the eviction 

and impoverishment of many highland Scottish 

tenant farmers like the Hepburns. Becoming a 

cabin boy on a merchant sailing ship at the 

age of 13 had not been a lifestyle choice, but 

one born out of necessity. In an atypical 

emotional outburst in his usually dry nautical 

journal, Hepburn noted: “This is a monument 

that be ever galling to the true French subjects 

of the Island.” 

Like European colonists everywhere, Hepburn 

had no such sympathy for those ‘true subjects’ 

who danced within the sacred ceremonial rings 

of Kooroocheang. His own monument – a 

cairn to him – was eventually erected on top of 

Kooroocheang, where once probably only 

Indigenous Law men were allowed to stand. 

In his later years, Hepburn built a Regency-

style pink pile designed by Victoria’s finest 

architect, modelled on the mansion of the 

founding father of Australian sheep farming, 

John Macarthur. The late Bernard Righetti 

once told me that he thought Hepburn 

became, in the end, bewitched by 

Kooroocheang and would sit silently on his 

veranda staring out at the mountain. 

By the centenary of his dispossession of the 

local Djaara clans, memorialisation of Hepburn 

as a pioneering superhero was in full swing. In 

1938, the Prime Minister Joe Lyons attended 

the celebrations held at Smeaton, named after 

Hepburn’s home town in Scotland. His name 

became immortalised in that of the Shire. On 

the south side of Kooroocheang, we have the 

eponymous Captains Creek, and over the road 

his National Trust-registered grand mansion 

with its heritage-listed family graveyard 

alongside. Back in Smeaton, they’ve erected a 

larger-than-life carved wooden statue of 

Hepburn, standing resplendent in a floodlit 

rotunda. 

 

 

Now Hepburn and his heirs are gone – 

“extinct” as Bernard Righetti said with relish. 

His grandfather, Battista, a tenant farmer of 

Hepburn’s, rose to buy Smeaton Hall’s 

acreage in 1904 from the last of Hepburn’s 

descendants. Still, way too many memorials 

remain to Hepburn - pioneer, colonist, invader 

and upstart usurper. While the Djaara have 

survived the onslaught of colonisation, their 

2,000 generational presence in our landscape 

has been erased and they have been made 

invisible. 

It’s time that we remedied this imbalance, 

acknowledging their cultural heritage and the 

truth behind the invasion by our pioneering 

forefathers. 



 

 

 
Mt Kooroocheang near Blampied dominates 

the surrounding volcanic plains. Not 

surprisingly, it is a sacred site for the Djaara 

people who gathered there for ceremonies 

from their country which extends in all 

directions. 

The GDTA Guided Walk for April was a climb 

up Mt Kooroocheang led by Barry Golding and 

GDTA President, Gib Wettenhall. The walk 

was part of our “Challenging Circuits” for 2021. 

“In this case, the walk itself wasn’t 

challenging,” said Gib. “What was challenging 

was getting permission from all of the relevant 

landholders.” The whole of Mt Kooroocheang 

and the surrounding area is on private land 

and is not accessible to the public. Some 

landholders are reluctant to allow access in 

part because of the cultural significance of 

sites on their land. They have concerns about 

potential Cultural Heritage overlays and 

increased visits from tourists and researchers. 

Others embrace the significant sites on their 

land and still others make the sites openly 

available to Indigenous people. 

Views from the top of the mountain are 

expansive. Walkers were able to see a good 

portion of Dja Dja Wurrung land from the Great 

Divide in the south to Mt Glasgow to the 

northwest and Leanganook to the northeast. A 

double ceremonial ring used by the Djaara 

people for centuries is visible at the base of 

the mountain. To the southeast, the location of 

the now drained Kooroocheang swamp was 

clear. The swamp was an important source of 

food for the Djaara people. 

Also on top of the mountain, walkers examined 

a large cairn built in 1938 to commemorate the 

100
th
 anniversary of John Hepburn’s arrival, 

one of many such memorials in the area. 

The base of the mountain is surrounded by at 

least 25 oven mounds, evidence that 

Kooroocheang was a gathering place. Walkers 

visited one oven mound in a grove of widely 

spaced, ancient River Red gums which were 

probably 400-500 years old. George Robinson, 

the first Chief Aboriginal Protector, described 

these same trees as “umbrageous” (umbrella-

like) with boughs bending down to the ground 

before turning upwards again. 

Walkers also visited Hepburn’s gravesite. The 

site, which is open to the public, is about 700m 

from a parking lot on Estate Lane in Smeaton.  

The walk was a rare opportunity to visit the 

mountain. GDTA member, Beth Quin, who 

grew up on a farm near Kooroocheang, visited 

the summit  for only the second time in her life. 

President, Gib Wettenhall, remarked that it 

was appropriate to be visiting Kooroocheang 

so close to ANZAC Day. “It’s important that we 

remember all of the people who died 

defending this land from invaders,” he said.

Heading up Kooroocheang. (Photo: Margaret Hodge.) 



 

 

  
Kooroocheang Walk. Top left: Hepburn’s cemetery, Smeaton. Top right: ancient River Red Gum near oven mounds 

north of Kooroocheang. (Photos: Margaret Hodge)  

Middle: View to the south of Kooroocheang. (Photo: Gib Wettenhall.)  

Bottom: Tim Bach and Greg Stewart enjoy a quiet moment on the way up (Left) and Sue and Dave Collier enjoy a 

quiet moment at the top of Kooroocheang (Right). (Photos: Margaret Hodge.) 



 

 

“Ravine near Glenlyon, Upper Loddon”  

(Eugene von Guerrard, ca 1864.) The ravine 

and surrounding reserve are much as they were 

in von Guerrard’s time. 

 

The GDTA guided walk in March was a 

circumnavigation of Loddon Falls Scenic 

Reserve  and Holcombe Scenic Reserve north 

of Glenlyon. Such reserves are typically small 

parcels of land set aside for their scenic or 

historical value but with limited, if any, funding 

for maintenance or development. There is no 

information on the Parks Victoria website 

about these reserves except a map. In the 

reserves themselves, the only infrastructure is 

a small Parks Victoria signpost describing the 

geology, flora and fauna of the area.  

A series of volcanic eruptions 2.5 million years 

ago filled the ancient river bed with molten 

lava. As the lava slowly cooled, it formed 

hexagonal basalt columns. These were 

subsequently eroded by the returning stream 

to create the spectacular 30m columnar cliffs 

on the west wall of the gorge. 

A lucky 13 walkers gathered at the Sewells 

Lane carpark at the entrance to Loddon Falls 

Scenic Reserve on March 28. The day was 

overcast but soon brightened to broken 

sunshine. Moreover, the weather gods had 

sent abundant rains earlier in the week to swell 

the Loddon, often dry at the end of March. 

After all, a dry waterfall is really just a cliff! 

Our walk took us down the southern boundary 

of the Loddon Reserve to a small, stony shelf 

which afforded an easy river crossing. From 

there we ascended to the top of the precipitous 

cliffs on the west side of the river. The high 

vantage point offered spectacular views of the 

falls and the smaller cascades both upstream 

and downstream from the main falls.  

We descended to Kangaroo Creek which joins 

the Loddon 1 km downstream of the falls. 

Again, a small, stony shelf provided a 

convenient crossing. Although the area above 

the cliffs is open grassland with sparse manna 

gums, the vegetation changes suddenly on the 

north side of Kangaroo Creek to more forested 

country predominated by peppermint gums. 

This is probably a consequence of the volcanic 

soils closer to the falls. 

 

We crossed the Loddon again at Butlers 

Crossing. We walked along the river and then 

made our way steeply uphill to a road on the 

east side of the Loddon Gorge. We identified 

the spot where Eugene von Guerard probably 

sketched the Loddon ravine for his painting 

“Ravine near Glenlyon, Upper Loddon”. The 

painting, sketched in 1864, shows that except 

for significantly more scrub along the river bed, 

the landscape is much as it was when von 

Guerard painted it. Finally, we made our way 

down a steep rocky track to the main falls 

before returning to the start. 

The area, although small, is a spectacular 

example of a Central Highlands landscape 

almost unchanged since colonial times. 

However, the tracks are faint and unmarked 

and there are no stairways, viewing platforms 

or safety railings. Great care is required.  

This walk is a hidden gem. Don’t tell anyone 

about it! 



 

 

Loddon Falls Walk. Top: A shallow crossing of the Loddon upstream from the falls. (Photo: Tim Bach.)  

Middle Right: Walkers approach the falls across open grasslands. Middle Left: A careful descent to the Falls. 

(Photos: Ollie Zimmerman.)  

Bottom: Group photo near the point where von Guerrard sketched the Ravine. (Photo: Tim Bach.) 



 

 

 

Jim Crow Creek is a 26km long ephemeral 
creek, draining 123 square km of country, 
formed by the confluence of Sailors Creek and 
Spring Creek at Breakneck Gorge in Hepburn 
Regional Park, two kilometres north-west of 
Hepburn. A streamside reserve near 
Franklinford shares the same name. 

The creek flows in a northerly direction from 
steep, forested gullies to undulating grazing 
land and alluvial flats where it enters the 
Loddon River below the Guildford Plateau at 
Strangways, 8 km downstream of Guildford. 
As with other significant features in the local 
landscape, the river and creek had previous 
Dja Dja Wurrung names.  

 

Our local traditional owners, the Dja Dja 
Wurrung Aboriginal Nation, have requested 
that the name, which they consider racist and 
offensive, be changed to reflect the traditional 
heritage and ownership of the land. 

The Hepburn Shire is currently involved in a 
community consultation process, consistent 
with its Shire Reconciliation Action Plan, with a 
view to changing the creek name to one 
acceptable to the traditional owners. However, 
this process is not without controversy. 

A number of local people query the traditional 
ownership of the land. Some locals were born 
along the creek or lived near the creek all their 
lives. They don’t want to change from the 
current name which they don’t acknowledge as 
racist or offensive. They do not believe that 
change is necessary or helpful and see it as 
their right to fight to retain what they 
understand as their heritage. The detailed 
process around the proposal to change the 
name recognises the rights of citizens to be 
heard. 

I have written this brief account of the history 
of the name to help people understand the 
origins of the term and the way that Jim Crow 
Creek got its name. 

‘Jim Crow’ was a widely used and racist, 
derogatory term used to describe black, mostly 
enslaved people in America in the 1830s. 

The name ‘Jim Crow’ has origins in popular 
culture of the early 1800s. A popular and 
catchy song ‘Jump Jim Crow’, sung in the 
1830s by a US white minstrel wearing black-
face, negatively caricatured a clumsy, dim-
witted slave. It became a huge hit with 
audiences worldwide.  

The Jim Crow character in the song 
transferred to the now repealed ‘Jim Crow 
Laws’ that became part of several US state 
constitutions. The Jim Crow Laws, in place in 
the United States from 1877 to the 1950s, 
mandated the segregation of white and black 
people in public schools, public places, public 
transportation, toilets, restaurants and drinking 
fountains. Understandably, use of the term 
‘Jim Crow’ is now very offensive in the US. 

An English poem similarly adopted and 
disseminated the ‘Jim Crow’ theme to the 
British and colonial public from 1837. Called 
‘The Jackdaw of Rheims’, it created a modern 

Headwaters of the Jim Crow Creek from the 

GDT near Breakneck Gorge.  

(Photo: Barry Golding) 

 



 

 

fable about how the crow (jackdaw) got its 
name ‘Jem Crow’. Again, the main character is 
a persecuted and dishevelled black crow.  

‘Jim Crow’ was applied locally over the past 
180 years. At times the creek, the district, the 
goldfield, the Aboriginal Protectorate, the 
‘Tribe’ and individual Aboriginal people were 
called ‘Jim Crow’. 

The name ‘Jim Crow’ was probably given to 
the mountain previously known as 
Lalgambook, now called Mount Franklin, by 
the squatter John Hepburn. Its crater and the 
areas around it were also called 
Larnebarramul (literally ‘nest of the Emu’). 
John Hepburn was a widely travelled 
international sea captain who had visited the 
US before arriving here. By 1840 he would 
have been well aware of the racist 
connotations associated with ‘Jim Crow’ and 
familiar with both the popular song and poem. 

Even the so-called ‘protectors’ of Aborigines 
used the derogatory term. George Robinson, 
Chief Protector of Aborigines, in his diary entry 
of 14 February 1840, noted ‘… a hill Mr 
Hepburn calls Jem Crow … on account of the 
small hollows about it’. Edward Parker, the 
local Assistant Protector of Aborigines used 
the term ‘Jim Crow Hill’ when referring to the 
mountain in his 22 September 1839 report.  

It was a custom for empires, their explorers, 
invaders and conquerors to bestow new 
names on geographical features. In Australia, 
it was a mistake not to ask the traditional 
owners what names were in place in the 

already settled, cultured and named landscape 
dubbed ‘Australia Felix’ by Major Mitchell in 
1836. Some Europeans of the day noted 
traditional owner location names in their 
diaries or reports but those names were not 
generally used by settlers. Renaming the 
whole landscape compounded the arbitrary 
declaration of the convenient legal figment of 
terra nullius (empty land) over the whole 
continent. Using derogatory names is 
additionally insulting to traditional owners.  

Several other communities, including in the 
UK, have had similar discussions about 
renaming landmarks and physical features 
once tagged as ‘Jim Crow’. The name of a 
former Mount Jim Crow National Park near 
Rockhampton in Queensland was legally 
restored to Baga National Park in 2018 in 
collaboration with the Darumbal Aboriginal 
people and the local community. There are 
other examples in Australia where similarly 
racist and offensive place names, such as 
‘Nigger Creek’, have been officially expunged 
in consultation with the community and 
traditional owners as part of Indigenous 
reconciliation. 

Dja Dja Wurrung names, when known, go 
back over a thousand generations. They seem 
a very good first choice for places we cherish 
in our landscape. Using them would be 
another small step towards local and national 
Indigenous reconciliation. 

A longer and more detailed version of this 
history is available at Barry Golding’s website.

Jim Crow Streamside Reserve at Franklinford. 

https://barrygoanna.files.wordpress.com/2019/09/jemcrowaugustbg2019.docx


 

 

 

Although our maintenance operations have 

been relatively quiet over the past year, it’s 

clear that there is much work ahead to repair 

recent storm damage. We will be checking all 

of our tracks and reporting conditions on our 

web page. If you find damage that is not 

recorded on our Track Updates, please let us 

know. For the next little while, until we have 

had a chance to assess the condition of all 

tracks, let us know even if a track you have 

walked is “all clear”. Write to 

maintenance@gdt.org.au.  

Maintenance work over the past few months 

has resulted from several patrols along parts 

of the Great Dividing Trail together with track 

user reports. 

Post replacement and/or routine maintenance 

(post compaction, arrow re-orientation, post 

relocation, step maintenance, repair of vandal 

damage) has been carried out near Mt 

Buninyong, at and south of Vaughan Springs, 

west of the iconic letter boxes at Dry Diggings 

and at Beehive Gully north-east of Daylesford.  

These tasks were done by GDTA volunteers. 

Step repair at Beehive Gully was done by 

Parks Victoria staff. 

A diversion of the Eureka Track via 

Woowookarung Regional Park and Union Jack 

Education Area has been approved by Parks 

Victoria and Goldfields Track Inc. Parks 

Victoria has purchased and painted 50 GT 

posts in preparation for the diversion. Ballarat 

Area Chief Ranger Siobhan Rogan offered to 

start the process by marking the future route 

through the Union Jack Education Area.  

GDTA maintenance team members, under the 

supervision of ranger Tom Hardisty “planted” 

seven posts with GT logos and directional 

arrows. 

Implementation of the Track Warrior program 

has been delayed by COVID-19 and other 

restrictions but the program has been 

approved by all of the relevant land managers.  

We hope to have it in operation before the end 

of the year. 

 

In 2019, the GDTA did a major overhaul of the 

website to better project our Great Dividing 

Trails Network (GDTN) focus. The 

redevelopment was designed by Ballarat 

based Digital Outlaw and built by Launch 

Interactive. For the technically minded, the 

website is based on WordPress, a free, open-

source web development platform. WordPress 

allows a number of third-party add-ins to 

increase functionality. We have added a 

popular e-commerce add-in, Woocommerce, 

to provide our customers with an improved 

shopping experience. 

Payment via Direct Bank Transfer has been 

added to the previous PayPal and credit card 

options. Our plan is to include membership 

applications and renewals through the e-Shop 

but this facility is not yet available. We also 

plan to handle event registrations through the 

e-Shop. 

For some unknown reason, the COVID 

lockdowns stimulated sales of our guides, 

maps and other merchandise. The Goldfields 

Track Guide is by far the most popular item 

followed by Goldfields and Lerderderg Track 

maps. Our Goldfields Track Package with 

maps has accounted for half of the Guide 

sales. 

We are now taking orders for our new Central 

Victorian Highlands Walk and Ride Circuits 

booklet which will be available for shipping by 

the end of June. Discounts for members apply! 

Annual membership fees are due in June 

2021. Go to the membership webpage to 

complete your renewal.  

Welcome to new members: 

Daryl Wilding-McBride 

Kevin Wood 

Oliver Zimmermann 

Irma Zimmermann 

Liz Boulton 

Kathryn Alexander 

http://www.gdt.org.au/membership


 

 

As a special offer for members, we’re 

making the guide available for $20 (RRP 

$25) as part of a membership package for 

new members and those renewing their 

GDTA membership. Add the guide to your  

membership package and you’ll soon have 

many new pathways to explore. Visit – 

www.gdt.org.au/shop.  

Offer expires July 31, 2021. 

By Gib Wettenhall 

Our new Central Victorian Highlands Walk and 

Ride Circuits booklet is at the printer! The 

Guide is set to go but, unfortunately, the trails 

may not be. Just as we went to press, the 

storms of June 10 devastated our region. We 

are confident, however, that a number of the 

circuits will have survived the storms and 

others will be cleared over coming months. 

After careful consideration, we have decided to 

proceed with publication and to provide 

detailed information about track conditions on 

our website. 

 

The guide is the realisation of legendary 

founding Treasurer Pat Hope. Pat always 

argued that we ought to switch our mono-

maniacal focus from long linear trails to more 

family friendly circuits that avoided the 

inconvenience of a car shuttle. Finally, we’ve 

realised his vision.  The short circuit walks and 

rides detailed in the guide take only about a 

half day and will suit all ages and abilities.  

The guide includes 20 walks and 10 rides at all 

points of the compass within a 25 km radius of 

Daylesford. The region offers some of the 

most varied terrain and best cultural heritage 

to be found anywhere.  

Each of the circuits is supported by full colour, 

large scale contour maps, elevation profiles 

and detailed accompanying track notes on the 

facing page. The back cover of this issue is an 

example of one of the walk page spreads – the 

Two Lakes walk around Lake Daylesford and 

Lake Jubilee.  

Once again, we gratefully acknowledge the 

generous financial support of the Community 

Bank Daylesford District. 

We hope the guide will prove popular and will 

encourage many more people to venture out of 

town and break fresh ground. 

  

  

The Circuits Team (Left to Right): Tim Bach, 

Ken Dowling, Ed Butler (with Molly and Gypsy), 

Mike Gustus, Gib Wettenhall and Bill Casey.  

(Photo: Gayl Morrow.) 

http://www.gdt.org.au/shop


 

 

 


