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Membership News 

Welcome to new members: 

Greg Denney,  Jeremy Holland,  Jenny Hogan,  Annie Jones,  Neil Turner, Lisel Thomas. 

Membership payments – THANK YOU 
As members are aware, GDTA’s financial and membership year is now 1 July to 30 June.  This decision 

was taken to simplify things so that we don’t have to process electronic and postal invoices, reminders and 

payments etc each month.  The somewhat complicated transition process is almost completed, with 

committee members and most other members having made the additional payments to take their 

membership through until 30 June 2017. 

Please accept my sincere thanks for your patience and understanding and for your willingness to make the 

transition payments, some of which were minimal and some of which were much more.  A special thank 

you to the members who very generously sent donations: we really do appreciate your 

positive feedback and your thoughtful comments -- they help to keep us volunteering. 

AND….a  Chocolate e-frog to  John Kowarsky for being the first member to make his transition 

payment to 30 June 2017 (paid within 45 minutes).  Congratulations John.   Enjoy! 
Alison Lanigan, Membership 

A ..track ..of flooding rains Here and  last page 

 

 

 

A touch of colour on a drab  day  at Mr Hunts Chimney 
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Track Works 

Ed Butler supervises the Green Army’s work associated 

with our tracks and keeps us up to date with his posts on 

the Great Dividing Trail Association facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/ 

Here’s a selection.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right Seat for weary walkers, Lerderderg Track,  

Cornish Hill Reserve.  September 

GPX file downloads 

Supplied by  Bill Casey 

 

Leanganook Camp Ground peaks related to school holidays in March/April and June/July?  The Camp 

ground was packed – pleasantly so with families out on the trails – when GDTA wandered through on 

Caroline’s walk on the Anzac Day long weekend 
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Wallaby-Mt Buninyong to Daylesford Dry Diggings-Daylesford to Castlemaine

Leanganook-Castlemaine to Bendigo The Monk to Chewton Link

Leanganook Camp Ground Links Ararat Circuit Walk

Cornish Hill steps (in the rain)  July 

Left   Rehabilitation work on the steps at the 
Jubilee Lake Trestle Bridge, with an emphasis 
on care and protection of the structure of the 
trestle (which was clearly sawn away by the 
previous works).  August 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/
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Web Stats 

 

Some explanation: 

Files: The number of files that have been requested (downloaded) from your site during the report period.  

Hits: The total number of requests that were made to the site during the report period.  
Any request made to the Web server is logged as a hit. The request can be for files, such as an HTML page, 
graphic image, audio file or CGI script, or for queries made by search engine spiders.  

The relationship between hits and files can be thought of as incoming requests and outgoing responses.  

KBytes: The amount of data in kilobytes (KB) sent out by the server during the report period.  
Though not exact, this figure is a fairly accurate representation of the amount of outgoing traffic the server 
had.  Note: 1 KB = 1,024 bytes, not 1,000 bytes.  

Pages (Also called Page Views): The number of pages viewed during the report period 

Some people consider the pages total to be the number of pure hits.  In other words, it is a truer indication of 
the traffic your site receives.  

Bushfire Outlook 

CFA have forwarded this link to Emergency Management Victoria , on the  Bushfire outlook for this season. 

https://www.emv.vic.gov.au/latest-news/victorian-bushfire-outlook-released/  

https://www.emv.vic.gov.au/latest-news/victorian-bushfire-outlook-released/
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EMERGENCY+ Smartphone App  

From the Newsletter of the Essendon Bushwalking Club: 

 

 

GDTA 2016 Walks Program 

GDTA financial members walk at no cost other than your annual subscription.  

Visitors are welcome.  You must be reasonably fit and able to walk the distance listed for the walk and be 

able to tackle reasonable uphill sections.   You must become a Temporary GDTA Member (for one day only 

– by signing a form on the day) so that you are covered by insurance.  

In the one calendar year, visitors can have up to three walks as a Temporary Member, at a fee of $5.00 per 

walk, after which they must become a Financial Member before walking again with GDTA.  The Temporary 

Member fees will count towards payment of the first year’s subscription.    

Walks are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.   

To register and for further information on any walk contact the leader by end of the Thursday before the walk.  

NOTE:  Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change. 

 

SUNDAY  
25 SEPT 

Daylesford Waters 
& Mines 

Medium Ca 
13km 

Ed Butler ebutl@gmail.com  0434 672 392 

SUNDAY 
23 OCT 

The Tunnel, 
Lerderderg Track 

Medium Ca 

14km 
Elwyn Davies Elwyn.Davies@mh.org.au 

 

0439 557 730 

SUNDAY  
27 NOV 

The Island, 
Werribee Gorge 

  Gib Wettenhall gib@vic.chariot.net.au  5334  5490 
0419 370 342 

 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
mailto:ebutl@gmail.com
mailto:gib@vic.chariot.net.au
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Walk Reports 

Walk 5  Chewton – Eureka reef – Herons Reef  26th June 2016 

It was on the coldest day of the year that 17 hardy souls ventured forth from Chewton.  It should be noted 

that no person on this day was attired in shorts.  Respect to those who made their way from the metropolis, 

as roads were icy and temperature was below 0
o
 near Gisborne.  It was a day of great weather for walking, 

despite the cold start, which did not deter the locals who were soccer training on the pitch at Chewton. 

It was a most informative day full of the remnants of a very active industrial past.  In no particular order, we 

had Cornish chimneys (a clever use of physics to create a chimney effect using the small rise in a gully), a 

real chimney, and the ?original quarter acre block (a Miners Right Claim).  There has be a great deal of 

erosion in the area when sluicing was in full flow, no pun intended 

There was ample evidence of extensive gold mining throughout the day with vast networks of water races, 

mine shafts and vestigial structures using for stamping ore.  In the early days of mining and before more 

efficient stampers there was use made of fire to “soften” the gold bearing quartz before being put through 

rudimentary stampers.  This was achieved by the use of quartz kilns / furnaces.  A basic stone bowl was 

created and the ore was laid on timber, and mixed with timber before being set alight.  

Our trusty orchid seekers were able to point out some greenhood orchids not deterred by the frost.  Walking 

through the scrub there was a great deal of “fluff” being disturbed by the group with a distinctive aroma. 

This, I was told was the coffee bush. 

In short a combination of factors made this a memorable walk, a leader with a large amount of knowledge 
to impart, plenty to look at and bracing weather that improved throughout the day.  Thankyou Colin for 
leading the walk.  Elwyn 

Ed:  These photos were posted by the end of the day by Jenny Hogan -  on our facebook page, Great Dividing 
Trail Association https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/.  Join  now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/
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Walk 6 – Mr Hunts Chimney 
Circuit  24th July 2016 

Rain, in the days preceding this walk, 

had led our esteemed leaders (Lionel 

and Barb)  to err on the side of caution.  

We met at Guildford and approached 

the walk start point from this direction 

rather than crossing the ford on 

Porcupine Ridge Road. 

We were a relatively small band of 

eleven with no evidence of anyone 

wearing shorts today as weather was 

not quite spring. 

The area showed evidence of 

extensive mining and while we lunched 

at the aforementioned chimney we 

peered into some of the largest mine 

shafts that I have seen outside a coal 

mining area.  The depth of these shafts, 

which were made in a period of less 

mechanisation, is a sight to behold. 

Greenhood orchids were in evidence 

and with the rain over the winter spring 

looks to provide a great crop of wild 

flowers and orchids. 

Elwyn 

See more photos on the Great Dividing 

Trail Association facebook site;  posted 

by Ian Ward and Jennifer Hogan 
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Walk 7 – Fryers Town Circuit -  28th August 2016 

Richard Piesse took 16 members of the GDTA and visitors on a beautiful stroll around Fryerstown. 

Evidently we covered over 13 km but it was easy walking. The weather was lovely and the bush was full of 

wattles in flower. We also saw a very special sight: a stand of hundreds of pink boronias flowering in a 

hidden gully. There were also many remains from goldmining like water races and flumes. Most dramatic 

were the sluiced-away hillsides, still devoid of topsoil. When we returned to the community centre in 

Fryerstown the local people provided us with most welcome teas and coffees and we were able to sit and 

relax (They had had a community lunch there). 

All in all, a most enjoyable day. Thank you, Richard, for getting the timing right.  Elwyn 

Photos by Andrew Lecky, see more on our facebook page 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name/s  

Postal Address 
 

 

Phone Mobile Email 

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you.  If no email address is given we will post your POST !  

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460 

Post all payments to:   GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick VIC 3363 

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au 

 

Photos from the mid-September floods provided by Alison Lanigan, John Ellis (“Chewton Chat”) and Greg Pridmore 

(Castlemaine U3A).  The Goldfields Track at Creswick & Chewton front page, The Blow Hole, Daylesford below 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS  AMOUNT 

 Single Membership   $30.00 per annum  

 Family Membership   two family members, $45.00 per annum     

 Additional participating family member   $20.00  

 Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card)   SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY  $40 per annum  

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations)   $50.00 per annum  

PUBLICATIONS  

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong  to Bendigo)  and 3 Goldfields Track 
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)     $45.00 includes postage & handling 

 

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo)  $29.95 includes postage & handling  

 WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh)  $7.50  includes postage & handling  

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  $ 

TOTAL   $ 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
http://www.gdt.org.au/

