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36 walkers on the Lake Daylesford  to  White Point Track  walk.  The 37th walker was the photographer Andrew Lecky

President’s report
Spring is here! The area along all our GDT tracks has had recent good
rain after a dry start so it’s a good time to get out there and walk, with
friends and family, using our brilliant Goldfields Track Walking Guide, or
on one of our organised walks.

We are well aware of the need over the next few years to try and get the
Lerderderg Track up to a similarly high standard of signage, track
surface and interpretation. Hopefully this is changing with recent active
liaison with several local committees and individuals working in this area
on a number of new track proposals.

At the moment we have very few GDTA members to lead locally, from
the ground up. Please contact us if you’re interested in helping because
any track upgrade will require evidence of more local membership and
ownership.

While many of the GDTA core Committee have escaped and been
away for different parts of winter, our able Secretary, Alison Lanigan, has generously stepped up to act in
the President’s role while I am on long service leave from work until mid-October .... A reminder that we
are always looking to you as a member to assist in whatever way you can.

We’re always welcoming of new Committee members and you don’t have to wait for the AGM because
we have the power to co-opt a new member at any time.

I look forward to being more active on the ground for GDTA after I return.

Barry Golding.

http://www.gdt.org.au
http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au
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A (Very) Special Members’ Meeting
5pm Wednesday 23 October 2013, Wombat Station Rotunda, Rocklyn Road, Rocklyn

RSVP to Alison on 0477 968 579 by Friday 18 October 2013

BYO picnic tea -- We’ll also have cake to celebrate GDTA’s 21st birthday!

On 26 November 2012, new legislation took effect for Victorian incorporated organisations.  Most clubs
affiliated with Bushwalking Victoria are incorporated organisations, including the GDTA.

At its meeting held on 24 May 2013, the GDTA Committee agreed to propose to members that GDTA
adopts a new Statement of Purposes (these were previously in March POST). At the meeting it was also
agreed that the GDTA Committee propose to members that GDTA adopts the New Model Rules at a
Special Members’ Meeting to be held on Wednesday 23 October.

This needs to be done by passing Special Resolutions at the meeting, with agreement by 75 per cent of
the financial members present. We are required to notify Consumer Affairs Victoria before 26 November
2013.

The New Model Rules and the new Statement of Purposes will be posted on the GDTA website by the
end of September.

If postal members would like a copy of these documents please write to GDTA, PO Box 374, Creswick Vic
3363 and include your name, postal address and contact telephone number.

Proxy votes are not available. Temporary members are not entitled to vote.

2013 REVISED WALKS program: Macedon to Buninyong long walk

So far we’ve had 78 different walkers on 7 walks. If you haven’t walked with us this year, NOW is
the time to join in!

We’ve walked seven of the 12 stages, with two walks being postponed because of safety concerns as a
result of extreme weather. Stage 2 was postponed because of heat, weather conditions and location. The
latest postponed walk was Bill’s Stage 9 when above-90kph winds were experienced in the Ballarat
region. See revised dates below.

We’ll celebrate after the last walk and any walker who has completed all 12 walks with the GDTA group
will receive a Certificate of Completion. Walkers who’ve done six or more walks with us will receive a
Certificate of Participation.

Intending walkers: RSVP to the Leader by the Thursday before the walk.
Walkers should be reasonably fit. All walks are rated Medium-Hard, because of terrain or distance.
BYO:  first aid kit, sunscreen, plenty of water, food and protective clothing (hat, jacket etc)

Stage SUNDAYS To/from RSVP / Leader

10 8 September St Georges Lake – White Swan Road 13.5kms Gib 0419 370 342 leader
or Alison 0477 968 579

11 29 September White Swan Road – Whitehorse Bridge 15.5kms Brian 0408 321 854

TWO 20 October Finger Post Road – Firth Road 14kms (2nd attempt) Bill 0407 347 319

NINE 3 November Dingley Dell – St Georges Lake 17.5kms (2nd attempt) Brian 0408 321 854

12 24 November Whitehorse Bridge – Mt Buninyong 13.5kms Barry G 5345 6343

When you register for a GDTA activity (a walk or meeting etc):

PLEASE leave your contact number and speak CLEARLY when you register -
so that we can easily contact you if any arrangements have to be changed. Many thanks ....
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Tuesday 10 September 2013: A short morning walk as part of the Spring in Bendigo Bush festival.
Contact Barry H on 5449 3286.
Sunday 13 October 2013: BWV Federation Day Walks: Contact Ed on 0434 672 392
Saturday 9 November 2013: Essendon Marathon. Change of date. Contact Bill on 0407 347 319 or
wtcasey@wtcasey.com

Daylight Saving begins Sunday 6 October (move clocks forward one hour)

Marathon– Saturday 9 November*
Bill Casey, GDTA’s Webmaster and Track (Superman) Surveyor, is again organising a Marathon for
Essendon BWC, and GDTA Members are invited to register. The annual Marathon is about 42kms and is
always held in central Victoria.

This year will be the 20th staging of the event, with walkers beginning at Newstead and walking in stages
to Castlemaine. A strong support crew will provide drinks and food at various points along the way and if
you’d like to have a ride for one or more stages, they’ll happily organise it for you.

See Bill's website for further details- www.wtcasey.com

*Please note the change of date from the June GDTA Newsletter because the local caravan park
requires a minimum stay of four nights over the previous weekend (a Melbourne Cup ‘long’
weekend).

Spring in the Bendigo Bush Festival
GDTA is an active supporter of the festival that begins on Sunday 25 August and runs through until Monday

30 September. Barry Hunter, a GDTA Committee member, will lead A Morning Stroll Along the Goldfields

Track, Mandurang, on Tuesday 10 September. Contact Barry on 5449 3286 if you’d like to join in.

GDTA Publications
Remember that you can buy the Goldfields Track Special Package for our discounted price of only $45.00!

The package contains the GT Walking Guide, winner of the top award in the 2012 Victorian Community

History Awards, and a copy of the Wallaby Track map (Buninyong-Daylesford), Dry Diggings Track map

(Daylesford-Castlemaine) and Leanganook Track map (Castlemaine-Bendigo). You can purchase it via:

 secure PayPal process (you don’t need to be a PayPal member) at www.gdt.org.au (click Online Sales);

 direct deposit to bankmecu – BSB 313 140 Account 21300385 and ensure your name is included in the

transfer, then send an email to gdtatrail@gmail.com to confirm your payment; or

 cheque or money order to GDTA, PO Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363.

OR buy GT Walking Guide for $29.95, or each map including Lerderderg Track map $7.50 each

______________________________________________________________________________________

2013 back copies:
June POST: http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/POST-June-2013.pdf
March POST: www.gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/POST-March-2013.pdf

http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/POST-June-2013.pdf
http://www.wtcasey.com
http://www.gdt.org.au
http://www.gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/POST-March-2013.pdf
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Reporting on track issues
We rely on members and visitors to let us know about maintenance or vandalism issues and we follow up on

your reports as soon as possible. However, the Goldfields Track is over 200kms long and the Lerderderg

Track is 80kms, so we need reliable directions – ideally MGA94 coordinates. (A crew recently spent two

hours searching unsuccessfully for a reported track issue near Sailors Falls). Alternatively, please give us

your best (clear and accurate) directions, if possible referring to the relevant map number of the Goldfields

Track Walking Guide or a GDT map. And – in this regard ...

Thank you to Sylvia and Ian for reporting loose posts; to Colin and Neville for their GPS and other work;

and to new member Elwyn for reporting track issues. We’re also very grateful for the work that Mark

O’Sullivan, Parks Victoria, and our own Bill Casey continue to do on the Goldfields Track.

And again, thank you ...
Thanks to Karen Doyle and her Southern Goldfields team for their work on the staircase at Sailors Falls. The

staircase had been closed because of concern about its safety, but it’s now open and usable.

Bushwalking Victoria (BWV) www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au

Affiliation and Insurance
GDTA is an affiliated club member of Bushwalking Victoria (BWV), so by paying your GDTA subscription you

become a BWV member and are covered by BWV public liability/personal insurance on GDTA or BWV

approved activities. BUT please ensure that you have your own personal insurance and ambulance cover!

BWV requires each member to annually sign an Acknowledgement of Risk form as part of the insurance

documentation. The AR form has been either posted to you or will be posted when your subscription is due.

Visitors: GDTA welcomes visitors on all walks if those visitors are capable and prepared. We have been

advised that from now on all visitors will be required to sign up as a Temporary Members for the day of the

walk or other activity (at no extra cost beyond the usual donation) so that they are covered by insurance.

NOTE: If a visitor doesn’t become a Temporary GDTA Member, then that visitor
cannot walk with us, or continue with the activity.

Federation Walk: You must return your signed Acknowledgement of Risk form before you undertake the

Federation Walk on 13 October. Email gdtatrail@gmail.com or write to GDTA PO Box 374 Creswick Vic

3363 and give your name, postal address and phone no. if you haven’t received a form, or if you’ve lost it.

BWV Membership Cards
There has been a delay with the distribution of your 2013-2014 membership card because BWV have been

negotiating new insurance coverage. We’ll post your card to you as soon as we receive it.

BWV membership offers a discount on a range of purchases. For all BWV information contact

admin@bushwalkingvictoria.org.au or phone Patsy Scales on 03 8846 4131.

BWV Monthly News
We send printed copies of our quarterly GDTA newsletter, POST, to several of our members who don’t have

access to email. Please let us know if you’re a postal member and you’d like copies of BWV News. Email

members have electronic access to BWV News and we’d like you to have the same opportunity. Send a

note to GDTA, P O Box 374, Creswick Vic 3363, with your name and address and we’ll organise it for you.

http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au
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BWV Annual Report and Strategic Plan
Bushwalking Victoria is a member of Bushwalking Australia – a network of state and territory peak

bushwalking bodies and a signatory to the International Charter for Walking.

Alison Lanigan recently attended the annual BWV Leaders Day in Melbourne, where bushwalking clubs from

across Victoria met up for BWV briefings on the new legislation, insurance and risk management, and to

discuss and share information with other leaders. It was an excellent and well-run forum and included the

AGM where the Annual Report and new Strategic Plan were presented (See their website on p4).

DEPI Planned Burns – Goldfields Track and Lerderderg Track
In case you haven’t caught up with the name change – the Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) is
now called the Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI).

We’re really pleased to report that Nick Bauer and Rob Morris and the team at DEPI Midlands have
prepared planned burns information for us to send to our members and friends. We’ll also send the info to
regional visitor information centres. This is a very welcome initiative and we thank DEPI for their
cooperation and willingness to work with us in this very important communications exercise.

Attached is a list and a map of 2013-2014 planned burns that are expected to take place within 2kms of
the Goldfields Track and the Lerderderg Track. We can’t give specific dates because the final decision
for a burn depends on various last-minute factors including the weather on that day. However, this will
help to give you an idea of areas to check on the DEPI website before you walk.

We may receive an email on the day of the burn, and if so, we’ll forward that to our email members, but
please don’t rely on that as your only form of advice. Do NOT walk in an area where there is smoke.

During summer we’ll receive notifications of fire activity and we’ll also forward those emails to members
and friends, regional visitor information centres and our book sales agents. Again, check the DEPI and
other websites and don’t rely on a GDTA email as your only advice.

Please refer to the GDTA Q&A Sheet for the Goldfields Track (GDTA website or contact us for a copy).
It was written specifically for the GT but the general information is relevant to all summer walking.

New Members
A very warm welcome to Ian Brien, Darren Edwards, Helga Hart, Kirsten Seaver and Di Tee!
A GDTA initiative is our New Member Pack which we’ve sent to each new member this year. It includes our

welcome letter and the Acknowledgement of Risk form, current track updates and brochures and is in a

plastic folder that can hold your maps and/or other bushwalking documents.

2013 BWV Federation Walk “Lerderderg and Beyond” Sunday 13 October
Best wishes to Boroondarah Bushwalking Club for a great culmination to their fantastic effort with planning

and organising this year’s Federation Walk ... and we hope all walkers have a great day!

Nest Boxes for native birds and mammals
FriendsNET, the quarterly e-newsletter from the Victorian Environment Friends Network, reported the
following. Further details from David White - dwhite@mawarra.org.au or phone 03 5622 3700.

Nest boxes are now being manufactured by Jigsaw Industries, an Australian Disability Network employer,
at 4 Ryan Court Warragul. The boxes are produced to recommended designs to suit small and larger
mammals and native bird species including parrots, pardalotes, fantails, thrushes, etc. They’re made
from 18mm structural ply and fitted with a hardwood mounting plate for attachment to trees. They have a
hinged lid and can be supplied fully assembled or in ‘flat pack’ form. Prices from $30 to $40; minimum of
10 boxes per order applies, but can be a mix of box types.

http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2013-14-Midlands-FOP-near-GDT-2-1.pdf
http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/DEPI-PLANNED-BURNS-as-advised-to-GDTA-August-2013.pdf
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Walk Reports

7th July: Lake Daylesford to White Point Track 14.5kms
37 enthusiastic walkers participated in a chilly, misty and then
rainy walk from Lake Daylesford to White Point Track (14.3km)
on Sunday 7 July. The reasons for this weather transition
become obvious later in the walk report. There were twelve
GDTA members, eleven  Bunarong Bushwalking Club
member, nine Ballarat Bushwalking and  Outdoor Club (BBOC)
members and five very welcome visitors, including two from
Echuca BWC (it's sort  of sounding like the 'Twelve Days of
Christmas' ...). We traversed the really interesting, first part of
the Wallaby Track  section of the Goldfields Track,
commencing from the Book Barn at Lake Daylesford. Anyone
who has bought a copy of the Goldfields Track Walking Guide
(its a must buy!) can do this walk themselves, commencing on
Map 16  from Lake Daylesford, walking south across Map 15
and ending on Map 14  at location 38 near the roadside dam
on White Point Track. (Incidentally, a fortnight  before the
walk, while previewing it, it was so cold at  10am that the
roadside dam [700m above sea level and almost on the top  of
the Great Divide] was completely covered with ice, thick
enough to  skim large, 50mm diameter sticks across).

The walkers first headed past Central Springs almost to the
Midland  Highway, then turned left at the GDTA 'triple point'
(where three of  the GDTA's main tracks: Lerderderg, Wallaby
and Dry Diggings, meet). We then headed up  Goo Goo Rd
(what were our forefathers [foremothers would not do this]
thinking when this was named?) to cross the Old Ballarat Road,
then  dropped down onto the valley of Sailors Creek via a
muddy, slippery  and steep vehicle track (that the GDTA would
dearly like to make safer  soon). Much of the walk between
here and Sailors Falls follows the  Sailors Creek valley with its
huge old trees. The area has been recently control burnt,
exposing extensive and historic alluvial  diggings on either side of the track and highlighting the large,
white  eucalypt trunks on either side of the track, made even more  interesting by the prevailing mist and
fog.

The walkers enjoyed lunch towards the top of the steepest
climb of the day one kilometre after the turnoff to Sailors
Falls. After that the  track heads south and crosses (bitumen)
Telegraph Road (Point 40 on  the Goldfields Track guide),
following minor bush tracks that are now  exceptionally well
signposted by gold-topped Goldfields Track posts. By the
time we crossed Sailors Creek Road (Point 39) the mist had
turned to drizzling rain. By the time we traversed the up and
downs of  the extensive White Point Diggings just short of the
cars, the light drizzle of Daylesford had grown to full blown
rain. This is not  unusual and very valuable: the area on the
very top of the Great  Dividing Range gets significantly more
rainfall (and quite different  daily weather) than areas north
and south of it, which is why the area  is an important water
catchment (and rainwater harvesting) area for  the Loddon,
Werribee and Moorabool rivers.

Most of the walkers warmed and dried themselves and swapped stories afterwards at Andrew's wonderful
Book Barn, Lake Daylesford.

Photo: Brian Pitman

Photo: Andrew Lecky

Photo: Brian Pitman
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28th July: White Point Track to Dingley Dell 14kms
It was a dark and threatening day when nine walkers (where was everyone else ... still in bed, we
wondered?) assembled to walk through the forest around Barkstead. Fortunately, we were walking
through the Wombat Forest and were sheltered from the worst of the wind that seemed to be direct from
the Antarctic. All good fun, nevertheless.

We walked along the old Ballarat-Daylesford Railway for the first section and stopped to investigate the
beautiful brick tunnel under the railway – with a few hardy souls clambering down to check it out. Then it
was up and over the top of the Divide to join the historic Andersons Timber Tramway. The tramway was
used by the Anderson timber company to pull timber from the Werribee and Lerderderg watersheds in the
Wombat Forest in the 19th Century until they lost their licence.

It was a most enjoyable walk and Leader Ed set a happy atmosphere as usual, scattering serious and
amusing pearls of wisdom along the track. Over hot chocolate and shortbread back at Lake Daylesford’s
Book Barn, we considered tossing a coin to decide if it was good management or good luck that kept the
rain at bay for most of the day ...

18th August: Dingley Dell to St Georges Lake 17.5kms
This walk, Stage 9, was postponed because of the extreme (>90kph) winds that created a safety concern
with the possibility of trees/branches coming down. A second attempt will be held on Sunday 3 November.

8th September: St Georges Lake to White Swan Road 13.5kms

Many thanks to Gib for agreeing to lead Alison’s walk. (She fell down some steps instead of walking down
one at a time. She’s ok but will be off the track for a while).  Gib has just landed back after three wonderful
months in northern Australia so it was back to volunteering as soon as he arrived home!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you’d like to support a worthwhile project, the remaining planting weekends in 2013 for the
Regent Honeyeater Project, a threatened species, are 21-22 September and 5-6 October.

Further details: http://regenthoneyeater.org.au/index.php
or contact ray@regenthoneyeater.org.au or phone him on 03 5761 1515.

Volunteers creating a strategic bio-link at Lurg, near Benalla

http://regenthoneyeater.org.au/index.php


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name/s

Postal Address

Phone Mobile Email

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363

Post all payments to: GDTA, P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT

 Family Membership two family members, $45.00 per annum

 Additional participating family member $20.00

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

 Single Membership $30.00 per annum

 Concessional Membership $25.00 per annum (with Pensioner Card)

PUBLICATIONS

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong to Bendigo) and 3 Goldfields Track
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk) $45.00 includes postage & handling

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling

 WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford)   $7.50 includes postage & handling

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage & handling

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

 LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh)   $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance $

TOTAL $

Member Name
Street Address
City, Postcode

Newsletter of the Great Dividing Trail Association

PO Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460

http://www.gdt.org.au

