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President’s Report, 2015 AGM

This past year the Great Dividing Trail Association committee continued to
punch well above its weight and achieved much. Our sincere thanks to
Alison Lanigan who has again done a remarkable job in her tenth year as a
committed and capable Secretary. We acknowledge and respect Alison’s
decision to step away from the role of Secretary in 2015 and thank her for all
she has done in many other roles. We acknowledge Alison’s commitment to
retain the GDTA membership role in 2015.

The mark of a robust organisation is the ability for some good people to step
down and for other good people to step up. If any of our members have the
interest, time and ability to do more to support the Committee, please tell us.

3 : With 90 financial members in early 2015, GDTA should have a lot of talent
and accumulated wisdom to draw from.

As President in 2014 | acknowledge the excellent work done by our excellent 2014 Committee. We have
continued to combine our relatively small monthly Committee meetings with a light, delightful early dinner at
the Book Barn in Daylesford. Our sincere thanks to Andrew Green at the Book Barn for making us so
welcome.

Bill Casey has continued to undertake a number of critically important and very time-consuming roles as
surveyor and webmaster despite difficulty getting to evening meetings. Bill has been joined, on the
Goldfields Track Committee, by our affable and energetic Vice President, Gib Wettenhall. We remind Gib
that only ‘Vice’ stands between his current role and being 2016 GDTA President.

My sincere thanks on behalf of all members to all current members of the GDTA Committee who have
confirmed their willingness beyond 2014 to do more of the heavy lifting: Brian Lanigan as our capable
Treasurer; Lionel Jenkins with extra public officer-secretarial work; Barb Guerin with the Newsletter;
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Ed Butler, Bill Casey and Neville Fraser with Maintenance; Alison Lanigan with Membership; Caroline
Bellair as Minutes Secretary and Gib Wettenhall with Publications and Promotion.

We're delighted with recent moves by a consortium of interested parties, badged as the ‘Land of Honour’
project on the Bacchus Marsh end of the track. We are also taking up the challenge for more responsibility
and significant upgrading of the Lerderderg Track. The work, planned and coordinated through CVA
(Conservation Volunteers Australia), is to renovate and strategically reroute the existing Track.

There are prospects for greatly improving the current ‘roadside tramp’ up Swan’s Road into the Lerderderg
Gorge, perhaps via Werribee Gorge and Myrniong. CVA may also be able to help us ‘dust off our plans
and extend the track network from Blackwood to Macedon.

We have an exciting walk program in place for 2015, with 12 interesting walks planned between February
and September. These GDTA walks effectively preview similar walks planned when GDTA and Bayside
Bushwalking Club proudly co-host the FED15 bushwalking weekend in Daylesford on 23-25 October 2015.
Our thanks to all members who have stepped up to plan and lead these walks.

Finally but very importantly, we are excited by the part GDTA is playing, mainly through Gib Wettenhall and
Bill Casey, in advising and contributing to the southern Grampians Peak Trail (GPT) development, with
plans for GDTA members to sample some of the GPT walks available.

We hope you can join us on any of these activities and tell us how we can improve our service and
connection to you as valued GDTA members.

Barry Golding
February 2015

Report from the AGM - Wednesday 25 February 2015

The Annual General Meeting of the Great Dividing Trail Association Inc was held at the Lake Daylesford
Book Barn on Wednesday 25 February 2015, commencing 5.30pm.

The following resolutions were approved:
e The introduction of a Family Concession membership subscription, set at $40.00 per annum.

e All other subscriptions remain the same: Single $30.00; Single Concession $25.00; Family $45.00;
Organisation $50.00.

e New GDTA By Law 1.7
If an employee of, or volunteer with a GDTA Organisation member, wishes to participate in an
approved GDTA activity, they must become a GDTA temporary member before beginning the
GDTA approved activity, unless they (personally) are a financial GDTA member.
(GDTA Organisation members do not specify individuals by name., This new By Law is to ensure
that someone who is employed by, or who volunteers with an Organisation member, is covered by
BWYV insurance when on a GDTA approved activity).

The 2015 Committee:

President Barry Golding
Vice-President Gib Wettenhall
Secretary / Public Officer Lionel Jenkins
Treasurer Brian Lanigan
Archivist Anne Beggs-Sunter
Maintenance Ed Butler, Bill Casey, Neville Fraser
Membership Alison Lanigan
Minutes Secretary Caroline Bellair
Newsletter Barb Guerin
Promotion/Publications Gib Wettenhall
Track Surveyor Bill Casey
Webmaster Bill Casey




Comunications
Please note: The GDTA mobile is no longer in operation.

All communications to gdtatrail@gmail.com
Gib Wettenhall monitors and responds to GDTA emails.

Alison

Bushwalking Victoria’s Federation Weekend Walk 2015

As we announced in the December POST, GDTA are partnering with Bayside Bushwalking Club to deliver
the 2015 Federation Walk weekend in Daylesford and environs. GDTA will lead eight walks and Bayside
will lead 12 walks. The same 20 walks will be offered on Saturday 24" and Sunday 25" of October and
there will be a range from easy to more difficult, located in and around the Daylesford bush and nearby
areas. You will be able to register for both days or for one day.

Reserve the FED 15 weekend now: Friday 23 to Sunday 25 October 2015.

Base camp for registrations will be the hall at Hepburn Primary School. Base will be used to start and finish
walks; for afternoon tea on Saturday and Sunday; and for an informal meal on Saturday evening.

Planning and organising is well under way, with walk leaders already doing recce walks, maps and write-
ups. Get up-to-date Information is on the FED15 website http://www.fedwalks.org.au/ including a list of
the walks.

Accommodation

The organising committee will not do the accommodation bookings. GDTA members who want
accommodation in Hepburn or Daylesford should make reservations as soon as possible because of the
scarcity of accommodation at that time of year. There is a diverse range of accommodation from which to
choose — from 5-star hotels to B&Bs to caravans and camping. You might also consider other nearby
locations, eg Creswick, Glenlyon, Trentham etc.

GDTA 2015 Walks Program

This year eight of the walks are the same as, or versions of, the walks that GDTA will be leading at the
2015 Federation Walk weekend. This allows the leaders to do a “dry run” with back-up (emergency)
leaders and GDTA friends. There will still be plenty of walks to choose from on the Federation weekend as
there are 20 walks in total, run on both the Saturday and Sunday.

The Leitches Creek Spring walk on 28" June is a joint walk with Essendon Bushwalking club.
GDTA financial members walk at no cost other than your annual subscription.

Visitors are welcome. You must be reasonably fit and able to walk the distance listed for the walk, usually
around 12km but up to 17 km, and be able to tackle reasonable uphill sections.

You must become a Temporary GDTA Member (for one day only — by signing a form on the day) so that
you are covered by insurance.

In the one calendar year:
As a visitor, you can have up to three walks as a Temporary Member, at a fee of $5.00 per walk.

After that you must become a Financial Member before you walk again with GDTA.
Note that Temporary Member fees will count towards payment of the first year’s subscription.

For further information on any walk email to gdtatrail@gmail.com by the Tuesday before the walk.

NOTE: Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change.

Walks are listed on the GDTA Website http://www.qgdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the
preceding week.

See next page for the full schedule of walks
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Name of Walk Grade Km | Leaders Email Landline
Mobile
SUNDAY 1. Mt Franklin to | Medium 11 Barry Golding barry@chbl.com.au 5345 6343
22 FEB Jim Crow Creek Anne Beggs-
Sunter
SUNDAY 2. Wombat Easy / 12.5 | Stephen s.court50@gmail.com 5975 4737
15 MAR Forest-White Medium Courtney hbrownh@gmail.com 0428 996 143
Point Diggings Helen Brown 0408 754 736
SUNDAY 3. Mollongghip Easy / 15 Gib Wettenhall | gib@vic.chariot.net.au 0419 370 342
19 APR to Barkstead Medium Richard 0448 572 867
Piesse
SUNDAY 4. Glenlyon- Easy / 11 Caroline cmgbellair@gmail.com 0417 113 490
10 MAY Loddon River Medium Bellair 0418 587 760
Terry Bellair
SUNDAY 5. Castlemaine Easy / 12 Richard 0448 572 867
31 MAY circuit Medium Piesse
SUNDAY 6. Leitches Easy / 15 Sylvia McLean | sylvia_mclean@yahoo.com.au | 5428 7364
28 JUNE Creek Spring Medium lan McLean i_mclean@yahoo.com 0447 767 159
0488 222 756
SUNDAY 7. Boots Gully & | Medium 15.5 | Ed Butler edbutl@gmail.com 0434 672 392
12 JuLy Charlesford Neville Fraser 0418 558 278
Mine
SUNDAY 8. Mt Beckworth | Medium/ | 8 Alison Lanigan | a_lanigan2@bigpond.com 0409 583 303
2 AUGUST Hard Brian Lanigan | blanigan@tpg.com.au 0408 321 854
SUNDAY 9. Blowhole and | Medium 17 Barb Guerin gdtaedits@gmail.com 0411 265 305
23 AUG Bald Hill Lionel Jenkins
SUNDAY 10. Creswick Easy / 14 Alison Lanigan | a_lanigan2@bigpond.com 5345 2958
6 SEPT Forest Walk = | Medium Brian Lanigan | blanigan@tpg.com.au * 0409 583 303
0408 321 854
SUNDAY 11. Tarilta Medium 10 Richard 0448 572 867
27 SEPT Gorge Piesse
FRIDAY — Federation Walk | Various Barry Golding | gdtatrail@gmail.com 5345 6343
SUNDAY Weekend
23 -25
OCT
SATURDAY | Southern Gib Wettenhall | gib@vic.chariot.net.au 5334 5490
- MONDAY | Grampians 0419 370 342
310CT -2 Peaks Trails
NOV Walk
SATURDAY | Bill's Marathon Bill Casey wtcasey@wtcasey.com 0407 347 319
7 NOV
SUNDAY 12. Linton Medium 17 Colin Hancock | collin3.hancock@hotmail.com 5330 1929
15 NOV Forest
0429 433 045

Note Dates of Walks No.2, No.9 and 10 have changed since earlier versions of the 2015 program.

Personal contact details are for GDTA members only
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Storm wreaks havoc

... and damage to the GDTA walks program

A mighty wind storm on the evening of 28" February, lasting only about 20 minutes, left an almighty mess
of snapped trees and fallen branches in a swathe through Daylesford, Guildford, Strangways and
Elphinstone. The Big Tree at Guildford, a river red gum estimated to be up to 1,000 years old, received a
few more amputations. See these “before” and “after” photos by John Ellis, editor of “Chewton Chat”.
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Severe damage in the Hepburn Regional Park
caused Parks Victoria to close all the walking
tracks between Sailors Falls and the Blowhole
while Parks Victoria staff undertook an
assessment of trees and track conditions.

PV advised the closure by email on the
Wednesday afternoon 11™ March, less than 70
hours before the GDTA walk was intended to start
at ....the Blowhole. The walk had to be
cancelled, but an eleventh hour offer by Stephen
Courtney to lead the Wombat Forest-White Point
Diggings walk instead, meant that the overall
SN R T i T i T SR s SR e NS ] program could stay on track.

Also in Guildford: elm tree on the road bridge over the
Loddon river. Photos: John Ellis

On Friday 20" March Parks Victoria advised that all tracks were open again with the exception of Sailors
Falls track in the vicinity of the Old Ballarat Road.

Creswick Creek Road Bridge

Goldfields Track walkers in Creswick know that they can almost take their life in their hands when crossing
the traffic bridge on the Old Melbourne Road.

Hepburn Shire News (March 2015) notes that Council secured $120,000 of local government infrastructure
funding from the Victorian Government to improve pedestrian connections between St Georges Lake and
the Creswick township. A new footbridge will be located alongside the existing road bridge and will allow
better access over Creswick Creek. (I heard that the bridge will be shared between walkers and bike riders
but the article only refers to a footbridge).

The aluminium and timber bridge will span 20metres and be 2 metres wide. Onsite work will commence in
March, with completion scheduled for June 2015.

Alison Lanigan



St Georges Lake ... the never-ending story
Active members will notice that the Creswick Forest walk is now walk No.9 instead of No.2.

The earthworks at St Georges Lake are taking longer
than expected and at the time of writing (end Feb) the
lake, car park and toilets are still no-go areas and the
road remains barricaded.

The lake was drained to undertake the work and at the
moment it looks more like dried-out wetlands. The
draining of the water revealed an old car and it's been
decided to leave it there because of the depth of mud
on the lake bed.

We'll hold the Creswick Forest Walk on Sunday 6
September in the hope that the work will be finished
and there'll be water in the lake.

Alison Lanigan

Trail for a TrailRider

S Launch of

Some POST readers may remember an article in the September
2012 issue about an All Terrain wheelchair. Parks Victoria advised Cornish Hill
that the wheelchairs (TrailRiders) were available for use at Cape Conran . .
Coastal Park, and Point Nepean and Wilsons Promontory. National —_— Tral I Rlder
Parks. .

S . | M Trail
Now a trail specifically for TrailRiders has been launched in
Daylesford. Wednesday 18 March 2015
From: Fiona Robson, Rural Access, Hepburn Health Service: 1pPM-2pm riowea oy a journey slong te i
We believe this may be the first TrailRider Trail in Australia. The Daylesford Community Park (Skatepary
trail at Cornish Hill has been identified, signposted and mapped RSVP: by Tussday 10 March 2015
by students of Daylesford Secondary College to assist more io Ruralccess by @pmi EB;DL Beror
people enjoy the bush. The TrailRider is an All-Terrain Please et us know of ary special equemerts
Wheelchair which allows people with limited mobility to better @
explore our natural environment.
Cornish Hill is 38 hectares of Crown Land on the edge of i Vet
Daylesford.

Free digital maps, Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park

Mal “Jase” Haysom of Cartography Community Mapping has written to GDTA to announce the release
of CCM’s latest map “Welsh Village”.

“This map covers the area of the Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park to the north of Chewton...
The Goldfields Track ...passes through the area covered by the map. The map overlaps on its western
edge the Kalimna Park map. Some of the notable features in the area are the Garfield Wheel, Welsh
Village, Sailors Gully, Manchester Reef and Forest Creek. “

Other CCM maps are The Monk, Mt Alexander and Kalimna Park.

These are very nice maps and are downloadable as PDF, KMZ and GPX files. They show 10m contours,
vehicle tracks (all named), the Goldfields and other walking tracks and features of interest.

And amazingly...they.are free! Goto http://www.cartography.id.au
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2015 Walk Reports

Walk 1 Mt Franklin to Jim Crow Creek — 22 February 2015

This 11km medium walk was led by Barry
. Golding and Anne Beggs-Sunter. A bit different
. from usual, this walk was not a bushwalk. It was
a picturesque, downhill walk designed to interpret
the volcanic plains country and unpack what
occurred in the landscape during the contact
B period between 1838 and the settler re-discovery
. of gold in 1851.

The walk traversed and interpreted much of the

former Mt Franklin Aboriginal Protectorate (1842-
| 9), one of the best documented (but not publicly
recognised) sites of protracted, tragic early

@ Aboriginal contact in southeastern Australia.

The first and final parts of the walk were
highlights: including the Mt Franklin Crater and
Clarke’s Pool on Jim Crow Creek.

Ron Pearce reported: “ braved the heat
yesterday and joined many others on Barry's talk
walk. | found it very interesting and informative”
and provided these photos.

Walk 2 Wombat Forest-White Point Diggings — 15 March 2015

This walk was an eleventh hour substitute for the Blowhole Walk which had to be cancelled due to storm
damage. Five people attended, led by Stephen Courtney. Perhaps some pictures in the next issue of
POST.



MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT

. Single Membership $30.00 per annum

e Family Membership two family members, $45.00 per annum

e Additional participating family member $20.00

. Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card) SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY $40 per annum

e  Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

PUBLICATIONS

e SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong to Bendigo) and 3 Goldfields Track
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)  $45.00 includes postage & handling

e  GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling

e WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling

. DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling

¢ LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine—Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance | $

TOTAL | $

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name/s

Postal Address

Phone Mobile Email

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460

Post all payments to: GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 429 Daylesford VIC 3460

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au
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