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From our (recycled) President 

Barry Golding 

Firstly a sincere thanks to Alison Lanigan for her sterling work as President 

and Secretary of GDTA (several times doing both at once) under very difficult 

circumstances to achieve so much for GDTA in the past five years.  I sincerely 

thank all Committee members and GDTA members for continuing to support 

GDTA 20 years after we started on our original ‘dream’ for a track, now 

achieved and largely stabilized beyond our original expectations.  I am deeply 

honoured to be voted in to step up again as President for a year or two, while 

some of the dust settles from likely forthcoming changes (outlined below) to the way we work.  I envisage 

that others will, in turn, also realise it’s time to step up and recruit new members with the diverse skills 

required for GDTA’s next decade. 

These changes have been agreed to as desirable by a Futures Sub-committee set up to look at possible 

future (medium and longer-term) options for the GDTA.  The GDTA has been operating very successfully 

for approximately 20 years as a member-based, volunteer association with an elected Committee.  Its 

main functions in the past two decades (in bold, with a summary of the current, 2013 situation in 

brackets shown for each function) have been to: 

 plan and develop new tracks (the planned Blackwood-Macedon track is the only one not yet complete) 

 maintain and upgrade, including provision for mtb (Mountain Bike) use on or parallel to existing 
tracks (now mainly the Lerderderg Track plus the Ararat loop 

 create and maintain user information and interpretive materials including maps (now fairly up to 
date), website and a walking guide 

 provide services, walks and events for members 

 organise all of the above, including finances on behalf of members through an elected Committee (the 
number of paid up members has stabilised, the number of committee members regularly involved is 
smaller, and the finances and map/guide income streams are very healthy). 

The good dilemma is that most of GDTA’s original aims (except completion of the Macedon extension) 

have largely been achieved, the state of the tracks (except the Lerderderg Track) is very good and the 

organization is secure financially.  

Realistically however, the GDTA and its elected Committee as currently constituted and operating, has 

significantly less capacity to do five things into its third decade: 

1. complete the Macedon extension 

2. properly maintain the Lerderderg Track 

3. renew or maintain its elected Committee, and meet as often or in the same manner beyond 2013 

4. run and promote the same number of (and types) of organized public walks 

5. satisfactorily or effectively carry out all of its original functions. 

 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/
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The GDTA has agreed to put to the membership that GDTA should, during 2013 and in the decade 

beyond progressively move to address each of these five issues.  This will be undertaken by fully 

informing and properly consulting existing GDTA members and stakeholders.  It is both wise and realistic 

to proactively make changes consistent with much changed circumstances.  

GDTA has a number of enviable strengths based on our two decades of accumulated knowledge, 

experience, social, community and economic capital.  We need to play to these strengths.    

The Committee recommends to GDTA members and committee that we can and should continue to: 

 ensure that the information provided to walkers and riders on its tracks is up to date and of a high 
quality (including 2013 update of Wallaby Track map) 

 provide leadership, strategic advice and assistance to local, regional and state government 
organisations involved in walking and mtb activity 

 carefully use its remaining funds wisely and creatively over the next decade in new ways consistent 
with its original aims, taking account of new web, mapping and interpretation technologies 
including apps 

 actively and strategically support similar activities of other selected groups and organisations 

 provide opportunities for new sorts of membership, affiliation and involvement more appropriate to 
mainly younger, ICT-based generations. 

 maintain and provide new and different opportunities (aside from business meetings) for 
socialization and less formal involvement of its existing and previous members (and new ‘Friends’). 

 identify and promote walking and mtb options and events that dovetail with existing train and bus 
timetables. 

We look forward to your feedback and active contribution as GDTA members. 

Barry Golding 
President, GDTA 
gdtatrail@gmail.com   

GDTA Committee  2013 

The Annual General Meeting for the Great Dividing Trail Assoc’n was held on Wednesday 27 February 2013 

President Barry Golding 

Vice-President Ed Butler 

Secretary Alison Lanigan 

Treasurer / Membership Patricia Hope 

Land Manager Liaison Alison Lanigan,  Bill Casey 

Archivist Anne Beggs-Sunter 

Maintenance Ed Butler,   Neville Fraser 

Newsletter Editors Barb Guerin,  Lionel Jenkins 

Publications Gib Wettenhall 

Promotions Gib Wettenhall 

Track Development: Macedon Bill Casey  

Northern End Barry Hunter 

Track Surveyor/Webmaster Bill Casey 

GDTA Property Patrick Hope  

 

To contact: 

Please address emails   to  gdtatrail@gmail.com or  for  Letters to the editors:   gdtaedits@gmail.com 

GDTA   mobile is   0477 968 579 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
mailto:gdtaedits@gmail.com
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2013 walks program:  The Long Walk  - Macedon to Buninyong 

The 2013 GDTA guided walks program consists of 12 walks beginning at the summit of Mt Macedon, 

through Daylesford, Creswick and Ballarat to the summit of Mt Buninyong, or… nearly 175 km.  

Walkers must be members of the GDTA (join via www.gdt.org.au), or another Victorian club affiliated with 

Bushwalking Victoria, or individual BWV members.  Non-GDTA members will be required to show proof of 

a current membership.  A donation of $3.00 will be collected at the beginning of each walk. 

A celebration lunch will be held after the final walk. 

Walkers who complete all 12 walks with the GDTA group will receive a Certificate of Completion. 

Walkers who complete six or more walks with the GDTA group will receive a Certificate of Participation. 

GDTA walks will not be held on days of Total Fire Ban or in Extreme Weather (expected 35 deg 
and over, or electrical/thunderstorm activity) or when Planned Burns are scheduled in the vicinity 
of the walk. 

Intending walkers:  RSVP to the Leader by the Thursday preceding the walk.  

Walkers should be reasonably fit.  ALL walks are rated Medium or Hard, because of terrain or distance.  

BYO:  first aid kit, sunscreen, plenty of water, food and protective clothing (hat, jacket etc) 

 

No. SUNDAYS From / to Leader / RSVP  

1 17 February Mt Macedon – Finger Post Road 14kms 
 

Richard 0448 572 867 

2 10 March Finger Post Road – Firth Road 14kms Richard 0448 572 867 

Bill 0407 347 319 

3 7 April Firth Road – Blackwood 14.5kms 
 

Richard 0448 572 867 

4 28 April Blackwood – Nolan Creek Road 14kms 
 

Ed 0434 672 392 

5 19 May Nolan Creek Road – Leonards Hill Road 15kms 
 

Gib 0419 370 342 

6 16 June Leonards Hill Road – Lake Daylesford 13.5kms 
 

Ed 0434 672 392 

7 7 July Lake Daylesford – White Point Track 14.5kms 
 

Barry 5345 6343 

8 28 July White Point Track – Dingley Dell 14kms 
 

Neville 0418 558 278 

9 18 August Dingley Dell – St Georges Lake 17.5kms 
 

Bill 0407 347 319 

10 8 September St Georges Lake – White Swan Road 13.5kms 
 

Alison 0477 968 579 

11 29 September White Swan Road – Whitehorse Bridge 15.5kms 
 

Gib 0419 370 342 

12 20 October Whitehorse Bridge – Mt Buninyong 13.5kms 
 

Pat 0418 131 545 

 

Other dates to note: 

Wednesday 11 September 2013:  Barry Hunter will lead a short walk on as part of the Spring in Bendigo 
Bush program.   More details in June issue of POST. 

Sunday 13 October 2013:  BWV Federation Day Walks: over 20 walks in Lerderderg and Werribee Gorge 
State Parks, Brisbane Ranges National Park and Wombat State Forest.    

Saturday 2 November 2013:  GDT Marathon.  Contact =   wtcasey@wtcasey.com 

 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
mailto:wtcasey@wtcasey.com
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Walk Reports   

17th  February:  Top of Mt Macedon to intersection of Finger Post Rd and Taylor Rd 

For our first walk of the year, a large group of 28 walkers met at Lagoon Park on Black Forest Drive and, 

after leaving a number of cars at the end of the walk, we all drove to the top of Mt Macedon to commence 

the walk beside the Memorial Cross. 

The first 2 km, in cool mountain air, involved a steep descent to Bawden Road and a further 1.5 km 

through the lower foothills out to the Bendigo Railway Line.  In the late spring this section of the walk 

would be ablaze with countless indigenous flowering plants. 

We then walked almost 3 km through pine plantations to the Calder Freeway and a further 2 km to our 

lunch break at Lagoon Park… 

After lunch we crossed a short outlier of 

the Macedon Regional Park and then 

walked another 5 km through pine 

plantations to the end of the walk.  

Through the pine plantation we walked 

along roads maintained by Macedon 

Ranges Shire for local residents’ 

access. 

 

After the last car shuffles the group 

adjourned to the Holgate Brewery in 

Woodend. 

Richard Piesse 

 
 

 

10th  March  Finger Post Road – Firth Road  

The second Macedon walk, from Finger Post Road to Firth Road, was postponed due to the combination 

of heat with a lack of a quick exit from the forest should one be needed.  There were concerns that once 

the group walked into the forest it would be at least 8km before they would arrive at an exit point. 

There were 22 registrations and all were contacted.  The walk leader consulted committee members 

before the decision. 

The program will continue, with the next walk scheduled for Sunday 7
th
  April.   All postponed walks will 

take place after the Whitehorse Rd—Mt Buninyong walk scheduled for 20
th
  October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GDTA Policy:  Heat and other factors 

 Walks will be automatically cancelled on: 

o  days of Total Fire Ban 

o when DSE or Parks Victoria burns are planned for the area near the walk 

o in extreme weather or  

o if the temperature is expected to be 35
o
 C or above.  

 The walk leader may cancel, change, modify or shorten a proposed walk if the combination of the 

walk difficulty, distance or terrain and the expected weather conditions gives rise to concern about 

possible excessive pressure on walkers. 

 Walkers are expected to wear protective clothing and to carry plenty of water so that they don’t 

impose on others or put themselves or others in an unsafe situation.  

 The walk leader may refuse to allow a walker to join the group if the walker is considered to be 

insufficiently prepared.  
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Bushwalking Victoria’s Federation Day-walk  13th October 2013 

This is an annual event open to all bushwalking club members of Bushwalking Victoria (incl. GDTA).  

Boroondara Bushwalkers will be hosting the 2013 Federation Day Walk on Sunday 13 October, based in 

the small township of Myrniong near Bacchus Marsh.  There will be more than 20 walks of grades ranging 

from Easy to Medium-Hard in the western gorges region, west of Melbourne, including Lerderderg State 

Park, Werribee Gorge State Park, Brisbane Ranges National Park and Wombat State Forest. 

For updates, go to http://www.boroondarabushwalkers.org.au/federation-day-walk-2013.html 

 

Last year the Maroondah Bushwalking Club 

hosted the Federation day at Marysville and 

over 330 bushwalkers from Bushwalking 

Victoria member clubs participated in more 

than 20 walks in the areas surrounding the 

town. 

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick & Robbie Arrieula . 

PYRENEES TOURS 
Walking - Foodie Tours  
P.O. Box 469  
Bowral NSW 2576  
Australia  
PH: 0248625711 or 1300732516 
 
Email: pyrenees@acenet.com.au  
http://www.pyreneestours.com.au 

Angela Beard of Ballarat Bushwalkiing and Outdoor Club is leading a small walking group in August 2013 along 

the Camino de Santiago (The Way of St James or “The Way”) in Spain. 

There are two vacancies.  

Accommodation is booked along the way and luggage will be transferred (only day packs need to be carried). 

Cost is around $4,000 for five weeks accommodation, breakfasts and luggage transfers. 

(Google Camino or Camino de Santiago for lots of links) 

Contact Angela ASAP if you’re interested or would like further info. 

Email = billange2@hotmail.com  

http://www.boroondarabushwalkers.org.au/federation-day-walk-2013.html
mailto:billange2@hotmail.com


 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name/s  

Postal Address 
 

 

Phone Mobile Email 

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !  

Membership enquiries to Pat Hope    0418 131 545   or   gdtatrail@gmail.com 

Post all payments to:   GDTA Treasurer, 313 Eyre Street Buninyong VIC 3357 

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS  AMOUNT 

 Family Membership   two family members, $45.00 per annum   

 Additional participating family member   $20.00  

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations)   $50.00 per annum  

 Single Membership   $30.00 per annum  

 Concessional Membership   $25.00 per annum (with Pensioner Card)  

PUBLICATIONS  

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong  to Bendigo)  and 3 Goldfields Track 
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)     $45.00 includes postage & handling 

 

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo)  $29.95 includes postage & handling  

 WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  $ 

TOTAL   $ 

Member Name 
Street Address 
City, Postcode 

Newsletter of the Great Dividing Trail Association 

PO Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460 

 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
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