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The Goldfields Track walking guide is
on its way

The Goldfields Track walking guide will be published in
the next couple of months. It is designed to
complement the GDTA’s three existing maps for the
Goldfields Track.

The guide will have 1:25,000 ratio maps of the whole
of the 210km track between Mt Buninyong and
Bendigo. Gib Wettenhall, the GDTA’s publications
officer is writing and producing the guide, and he has
now walked or ridden its whole length as part of the
‘ground truthing' process. GDTA surveyor Bill Casey
has GPSed the whole track. DSE's Customised
Mapping Unit in Ballarat is producing standard VicMap
style contour maps.

The maps with track notes and large numbers of
photos will be sandwiched between essays by local
experts on landscape features from geology to plants
and animals, as well as essays on the goldfields' rich
cultural heritage and some of the area's historical
characters.

We’'ll keep you posted.

From the President

Report presented at the AGM Feb 2012

2011 was a full-on year in terms of groundwork,
communications, publications and meetings. Storms
and floods impacted on the Goldfields Track and
Lerderderg Track, creating major issues and the need
for a range of ongoing responses. Nevertheless, we
achieved much.

Tracks

Goldfields Track

» The Goldfields Track project was formally
completed, with GDTA providing considerable
support to the project.

> After storm damage in February, GDTA and Parks
Victoria identified several diversions in Southern
Goldfields Region. PV also consulted us about
specifications for replacement bridges and water
crossings.

» In planning for the next track upgrade we identified
proposed locations for water points and
emergency markers and the routes for several
loop walks.

Lerderderg Track

» The DSE section of the Lerderderg Track has just
been reopened. However it was closed for all
2011, and in fact for 31 of the last 36 months.
(Fire damage: DSE closed in February 2009,
reopened August 2010. Flood damage: DSE
closed December 2010, reopened February 2012).

» DSE have placed their new standard posts along
their section of the Lerderderg Track, resulting in a
mixture of grey DSE posts and green GDT posts
between Daylesford and Bacchus Marsh.

Bushwalking

GDTA is a member of Bushwalking Victoria ! Vin.O_ﬂg www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au
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» DSE have allocated $90,000 over three years for
track works on DSE land between Jubilee Lake
and Blackwood. We advised them that our priority
is to install emergency markers.

Macedon Extension

» DSE advised that it would be at least June before
they could continue work on Macedon, because of
resourcing and other commitments.

Proposed Grampians Extension
» On hold because of other priorities.

Maps, Publications,
Website

The Great
Dividing Trail

Leanganook Track

Castlemaine — Bendigo 60km

Sales of maps greatly
increased, perhaps as
a result of the
Goldfields Track works,
but immediately after
the PayPal system was
installed on the
website.

A Goldfields Track
FAQ sheet was
developed. This and
the map brochure for
the GDT Ararat Circuit
Walk were distributed
to our contacts and put e
on the website. £ o

P

HERITAGE PARK WALK

LEANGANOOK SUMMIT WALK
(Old Calder Highway — Sutton Grange Rd 12km) Medium/hard

coL

The Leanganook map
was revised and
reprinted.

Work began on the

Goldfields Track
Walking Guide.

BENDIGO GOLDFIELDS WALK
(Sandhurst Reservoir — Bendigo 12km) Easy

Order via the website using PayPal or
post order with cheque to GDTA
Treasurer, PO Box 429 Daylesford 3460

Communications
and Relationships

2011 brought a long and complex follow up to the
storm and flood damage in PV Southern Goldfields
Region. At times some committee members were fully
engaged with GDTA work, attending planning
meetings, undertaking on-ground work, and
communicating with land managers, other walking
clubs, GDTA members, contacts and individual track
users.

When the fire season began we gained approval to be
sent fire and other incident alerts from DSE and the
CFA. If the GDT area is impacted by fire we distribute
emails to our contacts, including GDTA members,
regional visitor information centres and individuals and
organisations that we list as ‘Friends’.

MARCH 2012

GDTA’s good working relationship with PV continued.
Formal meetings with DSE Midlands Region began
again in December and it was agreed to have quarterly
meetings.

Code of Conduct

We adopted a GDTA Code of Conduct following a
request from Bushwalking Victoria who advised clubs
that ongoing funding from the Department of Sport &
Recreation depended on clubs adopting a Code. BWV
put forward a suggested Code which we customised.

Walks Program

It wasn’t the most memorable year for our guided
walks. Firstly we had difficulty compiling a full year’s
program and then we had to cancel several activities
because of unsafe access, stormy weather and/or
flooded tracks.

For 2012 we have decided to develop two 6-monthly

programs. Sincere thanks to people who agreed to
lead walks in the 2012 January-June period.

2011 Goals

» Goldfields Track walker completion. PV and
GDTA began a detailed end-to-end track audit.

» GDTA website: Completion 2012
» Goldfields Track Walking Guide: Completion 2012

» Printing of map for GDT Ararat Circuit Walk:
Completed

» Planning for Jessie McIntosh Memorial Walk: (On
hold)

In 2012 we need to:

» Complete the website revision. Seek suggestions
from members about areas of interest.

» Prepare a guided walks program with more
frequent walks and/or specific interest walks:
Seek suggestions from members willing to assist.

» Redirect our attention to the Lerderderg Track —in
terms of safety, maintenance and walks.

» Continue to work with land managers to gain
approval to undertake maintenance on their land.

Committee acknowledgement

| want to publicly acknowledge the strong commitment
of all Committee members and thank them for the
amount of time and energy they give to the GDTA.

Also, to Ed Butler for his leadership and support. To
Pat Hope for her great Membership and Treasurer’'s
work and for implementing PAYPAL on the website.
To Bill Casey for his magnificent effort with the
Goldfields Track. To Gib Wettenhall for his dedication



to the walking guide. To Neil McCracken for his
research and his attention to detail. To Ron James for
his diligence in collating the newsletter and publishing
it on time. To Neville Fraser for his help with the
Minutes and for his past good work on track
maintenance. And the two Barrys — to Barry Hunter for
his questions and follow up of northern issues and to
Barry Golding for his juggling of the website with his
many other commitments.

The last two years have been difficult for the
Committee, with the extensive changes to the
Goldfields Track, the Lerderderg Track closures and
the standstill of the Macedon Extension. Despite
those issues the Committee was highly productive in
2011 and everyone should be very pleased with their
effort and the results.

Alison Lanigan, President
February 2012

Life membership award

A Life Membership Award was presented to Bill Casey
at the AGM in recognition of his leadership and
services to the GDTA and the GDT Network.

As GDTA Track Surveyor, Bill has contributed
extraordinary energy and time to many GDTA projects,
including identifying the track extension route from
Blackwood to Macedon; GPS-ing the Goldfields Track
and working with Parks Victoria to identify track
diversions after storm damage to the Goldfields Track
in February 2011.

Bill is currently undertaking an on-ground end-to-end
audit of the Goldfields Track with Parks Victoria . He
has also recently taken on the GDTA Webmaster role.

Bill willingly offers his guidance and advice to track
users who are either planning walks or who are lost!
Quite frankly, Bill is an integral cog in our wheel.

Although he was unable to attend the AGM, GDTA
Patron John Landy supported the award and sent his
best wishes to Bill.

The GDTA now has three Life Members: Patrick Hope,
Barry Golding and Bill Casey.

Retiring Committee Members

Sincere thanks to Ron James for his great support for
the GDTA and the GDT Network over many years.
Ron has significant track knowledge and among other
things he's led walks, been POST editor, rescued
broken down walkers and identified stray rocks. He's
been a willing and helpful committee member and we'll
miss his dry one-liners and sense of humour. Ron has
retired from the committee because of ill health and we
all wish him a speedy and thorough recovery

Also thanks to Neville Fraser who worked with Patrick
Hope and then Ed Butler for several years on track
maintenance and more recently helped with minutes of
meetings.

GDTA web site revised

Over the next several weeks you may notice some
changes to the GDTA website as we revise it and
bring the contents up to date. If you have suggestions
or requests for inclusion that relate to the GDT
Network, please email Alison (see email on
Committee list).

Parks Victoria: Prescribed Burns

There may be a number of Parks Victoria Autumn
burns (likely April-May) that impact the Goldfields
Track.

GDTA will distribute further details as they become
available. However, track users should check details
before leaving home. A good link is:

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/fire-and-other-
emergencies/planned-burning-an-introduction/burns-
today-current-status

Check Victorian Bushfire Information Line (VBIL) on
1800 240 667 .
Check weather, fire events and track conditions,
diversions and closures:
Parks Victoria www.parks.vic.gov.au
DSE www.dse.vic.gov.au
CFA www.cfa.vic.gov.au
Bureau of Meteorology www.bom.vic.gov.au
ABC warnings in emergencies and extreme weather:
Ballarat 107.9 FM
Bendigo 91.1 FM
Melbourne 774 am

Walk ideas?

Do you have a suggestion for the July-December
walks program? Do you have a specific interest area?

It could be flora/fauna, historical, geocaching (you can
explain it to us), vista, whatever. You could lead the
walk or we can organise the leader and you do the
talking — or if the ‘expert’ is someone else, that’s ok
too.

The walk doesn’t have to be on the GDT network, but
should be in a central Victoria location with minimum
travel to the beginning of the walk.

Here’s your chance to share your special interest with
the GDTA community!

Contact Alison on 0477 968 579


http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/fire-and-other-emergencies/planned-burning-an-introduction/burns-today-current-status
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http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/fire-and-other-emergencies/planned-burning-an-introduction/burns-today-current-status
http://www.parks.vic.gov.au/
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
http://www.bom.vic.gov.au/

New editors request pictures

Hi there. We're the new editors of this newsletter.
We've been passed the baton by Ron so he can
concentrate on getting his health back.

We would really like to include some photos taken on
the trail or on GDTA walks, in POST. Please send
images (medium size) to gdtaedits@gmail.com

Wanted: Your photos featuring the Trail or GDTA walks

Put GDTA in the picture

Barb & Lionel
Editors
GDTA 2012 Committee
Name Position Mobile Email / Postal address
Alison Lanigan President / Correspondence 0477 968 579 a_lanigan2@bigpond.com

Ed Butler

Patricia Hope

Pat Hope

Gib Wettenhall
Alison Lanigan

Bill Casey

Neil McCracken
Anne Beggs-Sunter
Ed Butler

Barb Guerin

Lionel Jenkins
Barry Hunter

Gib Wettenhall

Pat Hope (Ballarat), Barry
Hunter (Bendigo), Ed Butler
(Daylesford)

Barry Golding
(Council websites)
Bill Casey

Neil McCracken
Bill Casey

Susan Hurley

Vice-President 0434 672 392
Committee Chair

Treasurer/Membership 0418 131 545

Minutes

Land Manager Liaison

Archivist
Maintenance

Newsletter Editors

Northern End
Publications

Publicity

Track Surveyor/Webmaster
Track Development:
Grampians and Macedon
Co-opted Member
Members’ Dinner Organizer

edbutl@gmail.com

pathope@netconnect.com.au

gdtaedits@gmail.com
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Sunday 18
March
9.00am

Sunday 31
March
9.00am

Sunday 15
April
9.00am

Sunday
29 April
9.30am
Saturday
12 May
9.30am

Sunday
20 May
9.30am

Thursday
24 May
10.00am

Saturday
2 June
9.30am
Queen’s
Birthday

weekend

Sat Mon
9-11 June

Sunday
17 June
9.30am
Saturday
30 June
9.30am

2012 Walks Program: January — June
GDTA walks will not be held on days of Total Fire Ban or in extreme weather

Please note RSVP details in right column and check meeting place details with Leader

Golden Springs to Lake Daylesford
Meet at Lake Daylesford Car Park for car shuffle
BYO morning tea, lunch —Afternoon Tea at “Book Barn”

Beeripmo Walk, Mt Cole area
Meet at Beaufort rotunda in centre of town
BYO morning/afternoon tea, lunch, snacks

There is a range of accommodation in Beaufort if you want to stay
locally before/after the walk. Or - camping facilities are
throughout the Mt Cole State Forest, including Beeripmo. Most
sites provide picnic facilities, toilets, shelters and fireplaces/pits.
Availability is on a first-come basis. No charge for camping.

Vaughan Springs — Tubal Cain
Meet Vaughan
BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Australian Heritage Week Walk led by David Bannear

An introduction to the Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage
Park. Begins with an understanding of its geological composition
and then to its cultural layers. We will not just investigate the
covering of the land, but how its shape changed, as in pursuit of
gold, men quarried gullies and hillsides, dammed creeks, built
roads, constructed water channels, and dug intricate networks of
shafts, tunnels and open-cuts.

Tarilta Gorge
BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Chocolate Mill to Hepburn Reservoir
BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Eureka Reef Circuit (to top of The Monk)

Meet Eureka Reef

BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Longest Morning Tea Fund-raiser for Cancer Foundation
Plaistow Homestead, Newstead http://plaistow.com.au/

Sailors Gully-Helge Track Circuit
BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Warburton area and Marysville

Combined activity with Ballarat Bushwalkers.

An easy walk or bike ride along the rail trail at Warburton, a longer
walk up the river at Marysville, an easy walk on Monday — or
choose from several options. Each person to organise their own
accommodation — good range at www.warburtoninfo.com

Spring Gully-Fryerstown Circuit
BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Expedition Pass Reservoir-Garfield Wheel via Welsh Village
BYO morning tea, lunch, snacks

Easy
11 km

Medium -
Hard

21 km
Approx. 7.5
hrs

Easy -
Medium
14km

Easy -
Medium
14 km
Easy -
Medium
15 km
Easy -
Medium
12 km

Very Easy!

Medium
14 km

Easy -
Medium
Depending
on selection

Easy -
Medium
12 km

Easy -
Medium
12 km

Gib

0419 370 342

RSVP by Thurs 15 March
Colin

0429 433 045

RSVP by Thurs 29 March.

Alison
0477 968 579
RSVP by Thurs 12 April.

Ed
0434 672 392

Ed
0434 672 392

Bill
53302296

Peter & Lil
No RSVP needed

Richard
0448 572 867

Pat

0418 131545 or:
pathope@vic.chariot.net.au

Barb & Lionel
0411 265 305

Gib
0419 370 342
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT

. Family Membership two family members, $49.50 per annum (plus $19.00 additional persons)
e Additional participating family member $19.00
e  Walking Club, Businesses, Other Organisations $49.50 per annum
. Single Membership $33.00 per annum
e  Concessional Membership $27.50 per annum (Pensioner Card)
PUBLICATIONS
e DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling
e  WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling
e LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford — Bacchus Marsh) $7.50 includes postage & handling

¢ LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine—Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance

TOTAL ENCLOSED | $

GDTA MEMBERSHIP DETAILS FOR OUR RECORDS, MAIL / EMAIL NEWSLETTER

MEMBER’S NAME ....oceuiiiiiiuiitieisa e s e e s e s e e e £ e £ o8 frae R e S SR e eSS R e R R AR SRR R R R R R AR RRERRR R RS £ e £ e ee 0o e ee e e eh e e e e beeE e e neer e e nr e teenr e enns
Other Member Name (if Family MemDEISHID) ... et ettt e e et e ettt e e et et e e e e aaenne
AAIIONAL IMEMDEIS 2. ..t ettt ettt et ea e et ee e e bt e e et e e et £ oh bt ea e e bt e e bt e ebe £ e s e e eh bt ee b et eh bt ea bt e be e e s e e nan e et e e eeb e e nabeebeen

POSTAl AQUIrESS wuiricceeericnersiiserssssersssssessssserse s s sa s s sa e sas s sasnnsnsnsnsnrnnsnensnnnsnnns
......................................................................................................................................... Postcode .......ccovimiiiiiciccceeeee e
Telephone .......oiviieiii e —————————— MODIIE ..ceeiiere e

T UL o o =] PSP PP U PP PR PP TOPRPUPPOPRPOt
Queries on Membership, please phone Patricia Hope on 0418 131 545 or email pathope@vic.chariot.net.au

Post Remittances to:
Treasurer, GREAT DIVIDING TRAIL ASSOCIATION INC P O BOX 429, DAYLESFORD VIC 3460

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer on www.gdt.org.au

Newsletter of the Great Dividing Trail Association
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Member Name
Street Address
City, Postcode
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