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GDTA President’s Report, 2016 AGM 

I have read my 2015 President’s report and not a lot has changed in a year.  While many of our Committee 

members have continued to be actively engaged and achieved good and important outcomes for GDTA, in 

Gib’s recent words, we have not been able  ‘… to recruit fresh blood onto the GDTA Committee.  That’s not 

a criticism, just an unfortunate fact of life.  At our next committee meeting, [in May or June 2016] we may 

need to discuss scaling back our activities’ given we are often stretched beyond our ability to commit fully 

given many of us do many other valuable things. 

As President I again acknowledge the excellent work done in the past 12 months by our compact but 

committed Committee.  We have continued to combine our small monthly Committee meetings with a social 

and productive early dinner meeting at the Book Barn in Daylesford.  Bill Casey has continued to undertake 

a number of critically important and very time-consuming roles as GDTA surveyor and webmaster despite 

difficulty getting to evening meetings.  Bill has continued contributing to the Goldfields Tourism Committee 

with our energetic and recently nationally honoured Vice President, Gib Wettenhall.  Gib and Bill are a great 

team - planning, plotting and publicising new and improved routes and loops.  Ed Butler has done some 

valuable work with the Green Army team, most recently in the Cornish Hill area, some of it for the ANZAC 

Track team on the Lerderderg Track. 

The prospects for greatly improving the Lerderderg Track entry into the Lerderderg Gorge, perhaps via the 

Werribee Gorge and Myrniong have not advanced far in one year but remain on the drawing board with the 

Bacchus Marsh-based committee, along with our plans to extend the track network from Blackwood to 

Macedon and rebadge it as  The ANZAC Track. Progress has been very slow. 

Our sincere thanks to all other current and ongoing members of the GDTA Committee: Brian Lanigan as 

our capable, patient and affable Treasurer; Lionel Jenkins with public officer-secretarial work; Barb Guerin 

with the excellent Newsletter; Ed Butler, Bill Casey and Neville Fraser with Maintenance; Alison Lanigan 

with Membership and valuable support and advice to many other Committee members; Caroline Bellair as 

Minutes Secretary and Gib Wettenhall with Publications and Promotion. 

We completed an ambitious walk program in the lead up to a highly successful FED15.  GDTA and Bayside 

Bushwalking Club proudly co-hosted the event in Daylesford on 23-25 October 2015.  Our thanks to all 

members who planned, meticulously documented and led these walks and other walks that formed part of 

our 2015 program.  Our thanks also to Gib Wettenhall and Bill Casey in contributing to the Southern 

Grampians Peak Trail development.  Finally but importantly, thanks to all GDTA members, Committee, 

walkers, friends and supporters. 

Barry Golding (GDTA President) 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/
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Welcome to new members 

Michael and Marcia Elliott 

Sue Donnelly 

John Seery 

GDTA now has a Facebook site 

GDTA Facebook site is now up and running, thanks to Ian Ward.   Ian and Elwyn Davies are sharing the 

admin duties.  The link is  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/ 

To be able to access the GDTA Facebook group, you must have a Facebook account. 

If you don't have a Facebook account, you can sign up for one in a few steps: 

Go to www.facebook.com.  

If you see the signup form, fill out your name, email address or phone number, password, birthday 

and gender.  If you don't see the form, click Sign Up, then fill out the form.  

Click Sign Up. 

Once you sign up, you'll need to confirm your email address or phone number.  Facebook will send 

you either an email or a text message to help you confirm your account. 

You can type in "Great Dividing Trail Association" in the search field, click on the Join button and 

your access will be granted after Elwyn or Ian confirms the request. 

All requests to join the Group will be granted (unless obviously “suss”) ie the group is not restricted to 

GDTA members.  However a person must request to join and then be confirmed by the administrator to be 

granted access.  A person can also be removed from the group by the administrator and then would have 

no access to the page. 

Green Army 

Ed Butler liaises with the Green Army on works involving GDTA areas, including step building in the 

Lerderderg.  In the last few months the third and last Green Army team started.  They have worked at 

Cornish Hill and along the Lerderderg River road.  The following pictures were posted by Ed on our new 

GDTA facebook site.  The Green Army are obviously no shirkers in bad weather but do require close K9 

supervision. 

 

Green Army Team 
3    
Building steps on 
Argus Ridge, 
Cornish Hill,  
Lerderderg Track. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/
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Changes to Membership Payments 

Two significant motions were approved at the AGM in February.   These were:  

Change to Membership Year  

Commencing 2016, the GDTA annual membership subscription will become due on 1 July.   

This will take membership to 30 June of the following year. 

Explanatory Note: 

This will reduce our administration time and the necessity for membership notices/reminders to be 

emailed/posted each month and for banking of postal remittances throughout the year 

Change of Financial Year 

Commencing 2016, the GDTA financial year will change from 1 January – 30 December, to   

1 July – 30 June.  

Lead up period to implementation date of 1 July 2016 

During the period July 2015 – June 2016, the usual membership payments are payable.   

Pro rata payment 

In July 2016 each member will receive an invoice for the transition amount that will take your 

membership through to 30 June 2017.  Payment has been calculated from 1 July 2016 and is due 

by 31 July 2016.  

We recognise that some amounts may seem minimal but we ask for your understanding and 

prompt support with this initiative. 

Pro rata payment will be available either via Direct Debit or cheque.  Details will be shown on the 

invoice that we send to you.  We apologise for PayPal being unavailable for the transition 

remittance because of the complexity of payments that will become due.   

The table below shows the pro rata subscription renewal due for each membership category. 

Your 2016-2017 membership renewal is due by 31 July 2016 and will take your membership through to 30 
June 2017.  

Please do not send payment before you receive an invoice showing your pro rata amount. 

 
Subscriptions due on 1 July 2016 for the year to 30 June 2017 

 

Renewal  date Single Concession $ Single $ Family $ Corporate $ 

July 2016 25.00 30.00 45.00 50.00 

August 2016 22.90 27.50 41.25 45.85 

September 2016 20.85 25.00 37.50 41.70 

October 2016 18.75 22.50 33.75 37.50 

November 2016 16.65 20.00 30.00 33.35 

December 2016 14.60 17.50 26.25 29.15 

January 2017 12.50 15.00 22.50 25.00 

February 2017 10.40 12.50 18.75 20.85 

March 2017  8.35 10.00 15.00 16.65 

April 2017  6.25  7.50 11.25 12.50 

May 2017 4.15  5.00  7.50  8.30 

June 2017  2.10  2.50  3.75  4.15 

 
All new members joining on or after 1 July 2016 will pay the full 12 months subscription. 
 
Those joining between 1 January and 30 June will have their memberships extended until 30 June in the 
following year. 
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Hepburn Regional Park closures, Parks Victoria advice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staircase access down from Sailors Falls picnic area to join with the tracks below remains closed for 

public safety until further notice.  The lower track (Loop walk),  which goes to the base of the falls and back, 

can be accessed from the Goldfields Track, starting from Telegraph Road.  The Sailors Falls mineral 

springs are open 

The following mineral springs are temporarily closed: 
 Tipperary Springs, pipe and pump 
 Golden spring 
 Argyle Spring 

Some roads in Hepburn Regional park are subject to seasonal closures.  Check www.parkweb.vic.gov.au  

The Jacksons Lookout Tower is closed for public safety until further notice. 

GDTA 2016 Walks Program  

Visitors are welcome.  You must be reasonably fit and able to walk the distance listed for the walk and be 

able to tackle reasonable uphill sections.  Visitors become a Temporary GDTA Member (for one day only – 

by signing a form on the day) to be covered by insurance.  Visitors pay a walk fee f$5.00. 

In the one calendar year, visitors can have up to three walks as a Temporary Member, after which they 

must become a Financial Member before walking again with GDTA.  The Temporary Member fees will 

count towards payment of the first year’s subscription.   For further information on any walk contact the 

leader by the Tuesday before the walk. 

NOTE:  Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change. 

Walks are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.   

SUNDAY  
26 JUNE 

Chewton – Eureka 
Reef – Herons 
Reef 

Medium 15.5 Colin Hancock  collin3.hancock@bigpond.com  0429 433 045 

SUNDAY 
24 July 

Mr Hunt’s Chimney 
Circuit 

Medium
-Hard 

12 Bill Casey wtcasey@wtcasey.net  5330 2296 

0407 347 319 

SUNDAY 
28 August 

Fryerstown Circuit Easy 14 Richard Piesse  0448 572 867 

SUNDAY 
25 September 

Ed’s Choice -------- ------ Ed Butler edbutl@gmail.com  0434 672 392 

FRIDAY _ 
SUNDAY 
8-9 October 

 

The Grampians 
Federation Walk 
Weekend 

Various walks in 
the  

Wartook 
Valley/Laharum 
areas 

Barry Golding b.golding@federation.edu.au  5345 6343 

0427 216 337 

 

23 October 

 

TBA ------- ------    

27 November The Island, 
Werribee Gorge 

------- ------ Gib Wettenhall gib@vic.chariot.net.au  5334 5490 

0419 370 342 

http://www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/
http://www.gdt.org.au/
mailto:collin3.hancock@bigpond.com
mailto:wtcasey@wtcasey.net
mailto:edbutl@gmail.com
mailto:b.golding@federation.edu.au
mailto:gib@vic.chariot.net.au
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Lerderderg Track back 

The Lerderderg Track (Daylesford to Bacchus Marsh)  has been re-opened after being closed for many 
months to complete safety works.   
 
The GDTA Lerderderg Track map  (A3)   is now back on sale – see price table on back page. 

 

Proposal for revision to the Goldfields Track:  Creswick circuit 

A revision to the Goldfields Track to create an 8km loop out of Creswick has been agreed in principle with 
Parks Victoria.  The route, as surveyed by Bill Casey, allows walkers to follow the Landcare trail and link into 
La Gerche Track, then head clockwise round to Sawpit Gully before heading up to Brackenbury Hill.   
 
GDTA and PV Creswick are working through the many planning details around permission, construction, 
posts, signage and fliers.  
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2016 Walk Reports  

Walk 3  Old Koala Park, Mt Alexander circuit,   Sunday 24th  April 

Sunday 24 April was fine and warm for the Mt Alexander Circuit Walk.  The group 

of 17 walkers (including five first-time GDTA walkers from the US, Castlemaine, 

Warragul and Maryborough), was led by Caroline Bellair, who had recced the 

route with Richard Piesse.  

The 10 km hike was in a rough figure-of-eight, through landscape encompassing 

manna gum and yellow box woodland, and dramatic granite tors that provided fine 

viewing platforms . From Dog Rocks, reached within half an hour’s walk of the 

carpark, we climbed the sloping ridge track to Langs Lookout, where there were 

hazy views towards Bendigo to the north.  There was some off-track hiking in the 

afternoon.  We walked through the area where the rare Ballantina antipoda grows 

in spring, before returning to the starting point past the Leanganook Camping 

Ground, busy with campers enjoying the fine weather on the Anzac Day weekend.  

Thanks to Caroline for leading the walk.  

Andrew Lecky’s photos are available on http://tinyurl.com/GDTAwalks.  Also on  GDTA facebook. 

Jill Hocking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Andrew Lecky and Michael Elliot 

http://tinyurl.com/GDTAwalks
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Walk 4  Spargo Creek circuit, Wombat state Forest  -  Sunday 22nd  April 

A great walk and a great leader…that’s an easy $5 coming my way from Ron Pearce. 

A hardy group of 16 met and departed from the picnic ground on the Bandung-Blakeville Road.  Some of 

our walkers would have been familiar with this area after the Mt. Hope walk, which was part of the 

Federation Weekend. 

Our walk took us through an area that has seen extensive prospecting.  This has left trenches and pits and 

there is need to be cautious.  Towards the end of our track there were signs of some current claims.  There 

did not appear to be evidence of serious workings and we doubted there were many local millionaires being 

made thorough gold. 

There’s some interesting track names in the area including Hell Hole Track.  After leaving the Junction with 

this track we ventured through the bush.  There is a lot of four wheel drive and trail bike activity in this area. 

After returning to the track we arrived at the ford over the Werribee River.  This is a ford in name only, there 

having been little water in here for what looks like a reasonable amount of time.  The track runs alongside 

the river here and affords good view of the river floor.  There is ample evidence of greater flows in the past. 

The tracks runs for about 2km back to our start point where there is a bark humpy that is not available on 

Airbnb… 

Elwyn Davies 

Photos here and on front page by  

Ron Pearce and Andrew Lecky 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name/s  

Postal Address 
 
 

Phone Mobile Email 

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you.  If no email address is given we will post your POST !  

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or  PO Box 429  Daylesford   VIC  3460 

Post all payments to:  GDTA Treasurer,  PO Box 374   Creswick   VIC  3363.    

 
Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS  AMOUNT 

 Single Membership   $30.00 per annum, 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017  

 Family Membership   two family members, $45.00 per annum  1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017   

 Additional participating family member   $20.00    

 Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card)   SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY  $40 per annum    

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations)   $50.00 per annum    

PUBLICATIONS  

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong  to Bendigo)  and 3 Goldfields Track 
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)     $45.00 includes postage & handling 

 

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo)  $29.95 includes postage & handling  

 WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  $ 

TOTAL   $ 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
http://www.gdt.org.au/

