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Mollongghip to Barkstead walk 19" April . Photos: Dean Anthony
Creswick Creek Footbridge

The new walk-ride bridge across Creswick Creek, adjacent to
Melbourne Road was officially opened on Friday 19 June by Hepburn
Shire Mayor Cr Kate Redwood AM. The $120,000 bridge was fully
funded by the State Government and links the existing walking trails
and provides safe access across the Creek. The 20 metre long bridge
is constructed of a galvanised steel frame, aluminium panels and
timber deck and has been built above the 100 year flood level.

Assistance with the official cutting of the ribbon was given by Cr Don
Henderson, GDTA Past President Alison Lanigan and Creswick
Tourism representative Margaret Giles.

Cr Henderson said that GDTA was a key community group that had
given ongoing concerted reminders to Council over 20 years about the
need for the bridge. Cr Henderson was instrumental in finally securing
z funding for the bridge and completing the project and the GDTA
appreciates his enthusiasm and effort in providing a safe crossing for walkers and riders along the
Goldfields Track in Creswick.

Other GDTA members at the bridge opening were Brian Lanigan, GDTA Treasurer and Glenda Dimond,
along with representatives of several community groups and government organisations, including Siobhan
Rogan, Area Chief Ranger Ballarat and Paul Fernandez from Parks Victoria, several Hepburn Shire Council
representatives, walkers from Creswick Walkers and students from Creswick Primary School. The students
were given the honour of being the first riders to officially ride across the bridge.

New Members

WELCOME to new and returned members lan Ward, Maria Bruno, Mick Evans and Christine Christie. AND
a big welcome back to Simone Zmood. It's been great to see lan, Mick and Christine on some walks — look
forward to seeing you all again soon.

Alison
_-.-\--_/\
GDTA is a member of Bushwalking Victoria B'llShW&lklIlg VlCtOI’la

www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au




The 2015 Committee:

President Barry Golding
Vice-President Gib Wettenhall
Secretary / Public Officer Lionel Jenkins
Treasurer Brian Lanigan
Archivist Anne Beggs-Sunter
Maintenance Ed Butler, Bill Casey, Neville Fraser
Membership Alison Lanigan
Minutes Secretary Caroline Bellair
Newsletter Barb Guerin
Promotion/Publications Gib Wettenhall
Track Surveyor Bill Casey
Webmaster Bill Casey

Bushwalking Victoria’s Federation Weekend Walk 2015

GDTA Members

Bookings opened on 15" June for the BWV FEDWALKZ15 weekend, and close on 30th September 2015.
Date: Weekend of Friday 23--Saturday 24--Sunday 25 October 2015

Hosts and walk leaders: GDTA and Bayside Bushwalking Club.

Walks will be in the Daylesford, Hepburn Springs, Creswick and Goldfields areas, ranging between 8.5km -
19km and from Easy to Medium/Hard.

Base camp and meeting place for registrations and the beginning of all walks: Hepburn Primary School.
Book early:
The Saturday night's dinner is booked out.

Go to: http://www.fedwalks.org.au for all information and booking.

Below is a rough guide to the booking process.

e Choose “Booking”, left side menu. Booking may be for one or a number of attendees, and is
through the online event booking system TryBooking.

e Choose your “ticket” type:

e Weekend, no meal - AUD 30.00
e Saturday, no meal - AUD 20.00
e Sunday, no meal - AUD 20.00

e Complete Walker details
e Indicate Walk preferences 1, 2 & 3 for each day you have booked
e Pay by credit or debit card.

There is a Cancellation and Refund process

These walks are open only to members of bushwalking clubs (including GDTA) and to BWV members.
Walks are not open to visitors.


http://www.fedwalks.org.au/

Leanganook Track Diversion

The Leanganook Track has been diverted temporarily for both walkers and riders between North Harcourt
and Springs Roads. Signs have been placed to indicate the diversion. The channel work which caused the
diversion should be completed by mid-August.

St Georges Lake

Parks Victoria have advised that earthworks have been completed and it is expected that the new signage
and final contract signoff will be completed by mid-August .... just in time for the Creswick Waters Walk on
Sunday 2 September!

Behind the scenes: Goldfields Tourism Executive Committee, GDTA matters

Bill Casey attends the monthly meeting of the Goldfields Tourism Executive Committee as a community
representative and ably looks after GDTA matters if required. On GDTA matters, he reports:

1. The Committee noted and thanked the GDTA (in particular Gib and Alison) for their suggestions
for the “Walk Goldfields” map. A “Ride Goldfields” map has recently been published.

2. The Leanganook Track has been diverted temporarily for both walkers and riders between North
Harcourt and Springs Roads. Signs have been placed to indicate the diversion. The irrigation
channel work which caused the diversion should be completed by mid-August.

3. Bill reported the sign replacement work at Twin Bridges done by Ed and crew.

4. Correspondence at the May meeting reported that walkers using the loop track near Golden
Springs, Jackson Lookout and the Hepburn Spring Reserve are getting lost/confused. Waiting to
hear from a resident on recommendations for additional posts, and/or the replacement of missing
posts, near Hepburn.

Downloadable GPX Files

With a GPX file loaded into your GPS-enabled device you should find navigating your way along any part of
the Great Dividing Trail (Goldfields Track) an easy task. Note that these files are for the Goldfields Track
walk route and do not include the mountain bike route where it departs from the walk route.

Download these GPX files free of charge from the GDTA website, Home page, see the NEW! Box

NEW!

Walkers can now download fee oficharge GPX track files for the Great Dividing Trail
(Goldfields Track).
CLICK HERE to see a list of available GPX files.

http://gdt.org.au/downloadable-gpx-files/

Bill has added a couple of items to the GPX Download page. They are
¢ Wallaby Track (the whole track in one file. (the existing 3 sectional files will be removed end June)
e Ararat Circuit Walk

And just for interest: here are the download numbers for May 2015:

Wallaby - Mt Buninyong to Ballarat 37
Wallaby - Ballarat to Creswick 37

Wallaby - Creswick to Daylesford 27

Dry Diggings 33

Leanganook 45

Hepburn Springs Link 23

The Monk to Chewton Link 25

Leanganook Camp Ground Connections 23


http://gdt.org.au/downloadable-gpx-files/

url for a GDTA walks gallery

Many thanks to Andrew Lecky for making his photos available via his website gallery. Andrew is happy to
provide larger images if members would like a copy to print.

If you don’t have access to the Internet, your local library should be able to help you.

See http://tinyurl.com/GDTAwalks

Green Army to the rescue

Ed Butler reports that the Green Army team of young folk from
Melton/St Albans & Bacchus Marsh replaced the Goldfields track
sign that was knocked down by the storm in Feb/March this year.

Southern Grampians Trail: be atrail blazer

SUNDAY | Southern Grampians | Hard (all 10km | Gib Wettenhall gib@vic.chariot.net.au | 0419 370
110CT | Trail Walk Off track) 342

Be among the first bushwalkers to brave barely trodden bush-top ridges with speccie views during
wildflower season in the southern Grampians.

Rough going on rocky ground with a steep ascent up the southern face of Mt Abrupt, but only a small
amount of dense scrub will be encountered.

Along with reps from Ballarat and Grampians bushwalking clubs, the GDTA has been helping Parks Vic
scope the route for the southern section of the 144km long Grampians Peaks Trail. This 10km long, 5-6
hour slog will provide a unique opportunity for a recce of one of three day walks planned for the Great
Southern Grampians Walks over Anzac Day weekend in April 2016.

Contact Gib Wettenhall on 0419 370 342 or email GDTA for more info.
See GDTA Walks program, next page:


http://tinyurl.com/GDTAwalks
mailto:gib@vic.chariot.net.au

GDTA 2015 Walks Program

This year eight of the walks are the same as, or versions of, the walks that GDTA will be leading at the
2015 Federation Walk weekend. This allows the leaders to do a “dry run” with back-up (emergency)
leaders and GDTA friends. There will still be plenty of walks to choose from on the Federation weekend as
there are 20 walks in total, run on both the Saturday and Sunday.

GDTA financial members walk at no cost other than your annual subscription.

Visitors are welcome. You must be reasonably fit and able to walk the distance listed for the walk, usually
around 12km but up to 17 km, and be able to tackle reasonable uphill sections. You must become a
Temporary GDTA Member (for one day only — by signing a form on the day) so that you are covered by
insurance.

In the one calendar year, visitors can have up to three walks as a Temporary Member, at a fee of $5.00 per
walk, after which they must become a Financial Member before walking again with GDTA. The Temporary
Member fees will count towards payment of the first year’s subscription. For further information on any
walk email to gdtatrail@gmail.com by the Tuesday before the walk.

NOTE: Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change.

Walks are listed on the GDTA Website http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the
preceding week.

Leitches Creek Spring walk on 28" June is a joint walk with Essendon Bushwalking club.

Mt Beckworth walk on 2™ August is a joint walk with Bunarong Bushwalking club (Mornington Peninsula).

Name of Walk Grade Km | Leaders Email Landline
Mobile
SUNDAY 6. Leitches Easy / 15 Sylvia McLean | sylvia_mclean@yahoo.com.au | 5428 7364
28 JUNE Creek Spring Medium lan McLean i_mclean@yahoo.com 0447 767 159
0488 222 756
SUNDAY 7. Boots Gully & | Medium 15.5 | Ed Butler edbutl@gmail.com 0434 672 392
12 JuLy Charlesford Neville Fraser 0418 558 278
Mine
SUNDAY 8. Mt Beckworth | Medium/ | 8 Alison Lanigan | a_lanigan2@bigpond.com 0409 583 303
2 AUGUST Hard Brian Lanigan | blanigan@tpg.com.au 0408 321 854
SUNDAY 9. Blowhole and | Medium 17 Barb Guerin gdtaedits@gmail.com 0411 265 305
23 AUG Bald Hill Lionel Jenkins
SUNDAY 10. Creswick Medium 16 Alison Lanigan | a_lanigan2@bigpond.com 0409 583 303
6 SEPT Forest Walk ** Brian Lanigan
SUNDAY 11. Tarilta Medium 10 Richard 0448 572 867
27 SEPT Gorge Piesse
SUNDAY Southern Hard (all | 10 Gib Wettenhall | gib@vic.chariot.net.au 0419 370 342
11 OCT Grampians Trail | Off
Walk track)
FRIDAY — Federation Walk | Various Barry Golding | barry@cbl.com.au 5345 6343
SUNDAY Weekend
23 -25 0427 216 337
OCT
SATURDAY | Bill's Marathon Bill Casey wicasey@wtcasey.net 0407 347 319
7 NOV
SUNDAY 12. Linton Medium 17 Colin Hancock | collin3.hancock@hotmail.com 5330 1929
15 NOV Forest
0429 433 045
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Walk Reports

Walk 3 Mollongghip to Barkstead - 19 April 2015

Although it was cold and blustery (5 degrees at the start)
there was a good turnout of 21, including two leaders, for
this walk. | only went the wrong way once, and it didn't

start pouring until we finished.

Photos on this page by Gib,

Ron Pearce and Helen

Gramberg

Andersons Tramway

6
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Walk 4 Glenlyon — Loddon River - 10 May 2015

Fourteen intrepid walkers met in the pouring rain and started our walk above the Loddon Falls. At the Falls
it had nearly stopped raining and half of us scrambled down the rocks to the pool at the bottom of the Falls.
Then we had a very attractive walk down to meet the river again through private land. We were very glad
to arrive, somewhat wet and bedraggled, at our house where there was a welcoming fire and hot drinks.
We had an early lunch and by the time we left we were warm and dry and the sun was shining fitfully,
though it was still very cold. We continued downstream partly along the river, partly through private land
and partly along 4-wheel drive tracks to a picnic spot on the river. On our way back we left the river and
returned along gravel roads and a road reserve through private land. We had done a short car shuffle to
avoid walking on the main road.

Caroline

Our Mothers Day walk was wet and windy and Caroline and Terry invited us to call in to their just-sold
home by the Loddon River for morning tea. They produced hot chocolate and food goodies once we
relaxed and thawed out by the pot belly heater and naturally we couldn’t rush off, so we lingered until
lunchtime, enjoying their hospitality, the view and everyone’s company. By then the weather had cleared
and the remainder of the day was clear and dry. It was a most enjoyable day.

Alison

Alison’s snaps. What a difference a fire and hot chocolate makes!

Walkers came from Mornington, Musk, Footscray, Barkers Creek, Ararat, Riddells Creek, Ascot Vale, Langwarrin, Smythes Creek,
Castlemaine and Creswick.
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Walk 5 - Castlemaine Circuit - 31 May 2015

Sunday 31 May was cold, with a bracing wind, but it stayed fine all day for the Castlemaine Circuit Walk.
Leader Richard Piesse set a cracking pace up Lyttleton Street and soon we were at Kalimna Park on the
edge of Castlemaine.

The circuit took us through mixed eucalypt forest on unsealed roads and winding forest tracks. About two
kilometres from Kalimna Point we headed east then south, skirted the Castlemaine Gun Club, passed the
remains of the Robbie Burns Hotel and made our way through Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage
Park to Garfield Water Wheel, where we ate lunch.

We returned to Castlemaine past Manchester Mine, then followed the Forrest Creek track back to our cars,
stopping for a quick look at the community sculpture and historic miner’s cottage, Tute’s Cottage (1860).

Thanks to Richard for leading the walk and to Caroline and Terry who put on afternoon tea for everyone at
their new house. Ron Pearce’s photos (and captions) of the day are attached and Andrew Lecky’s photos

= =

are available on http://tinyurl.com/GDTAwalks F_ 7 . ———
Jill S

Inside, Outside and
emerging from the
Manchester Mine

Lunch (or late morning tea) at the Garfield Water Wheel et A = =3

Along the Forest Creek Track - trying to work out

what it all means?


http://tinyurl.com/GDTAwalks

Walking tales from afar: Frenchmans Cap

| was invited down to Tasmania by friends to undertake the walk. | booked the flight and arranged to meet
them. An hour later one of them had broken her leg. | decided to go anyway solo.

Day 1 starts at the Lyell Highway where | left my hire car. Cars have been robbed here apparently.

The walk from here to hut one is about 6 hours. Three days appears to be the minimum for this walk. The
sodden Loddons are a thing of the past though after some contributions by Dick Smith. This 6 hours took
me to Lake Vera and its attendant hut. Plenty of room here in the hut and many camping spots available.
It was a glorious day with no cloud. Common sense took over and | stayed here for the night, very wisely.

After reading, “For The Term of His Natural Life”, | can understand that even on a good day the terrain here
is difficult and that there is little or no food to be foraged. Prisoners from Macquarie must have been
desperate. The Cap gets a few mentions in the book as it is very visible from west coast of Tasmania and
often used to assist shipping navigation

Day 2 is a very strenuous climb, after skirting the lake, up to Barrons Pass. Although no rain again today it
was wet underfoot with many tree roots and rocks to climb over. Very arduous ascent. There have been
little views afforded in last 2 days but then | reached the pass and the view is magnificent. Another hour or
so took me to the hut at Lake Tahune at the base of the Cap. After a break for food | pressed onto the
peak, another 90 minutes uphill, and again an unparalleled view for 360 degrees. Many have come here
and seen nothing. Back down to the hut for the night and a relaxing swim in Lake Tahune.

Day 3 began with plenty of early rain, which persisted for the day off and on. Going down to Lake Vera was
challenging from Barrons Pass. Plenty of water everywhere underfoot for the last day. | walked out to Lyell
Highway very wet and tired and with some very tight quads.

A highly recommended walk but | was conscious of how quickly weather can change here. The walk, like
all in Tasmania, is becoming very popular and despite being a wilderness there were plenty of walkers,
some unfortunately not prepared who had to turn back. As Parks Service emphasise it is not The
Overland....

Elwyn Davies, January 2015
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT

e  Single Membership $30.00 per annum

e Family Membership two family members, $45.00 per annum

e Additional participating family member $20.00

. Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card) SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY $40 per annum

e  Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

PUBLICATIONS

e SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong to Bendigo) and 3 Goldfields Track
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)  $45.00 includes postage & handling

e  GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling

e WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling

. DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling

¢ LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine—Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance | $

TOTAL | $

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name/s

Postal Address

Phone Mobile Email

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460

Post all payments to: GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 429 Daylesford VIC 3460
Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au

Photo by Andrew Lecky (Castlemaine circuit walk)
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