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Gib Wettenhall, Sebastian Klein, John Landy, Steve Moneghetti

Walking Guide launched!

L I
, & The Goldfields Track Walking Guide was
launched by GDTA patrons John Landy and
Steve Moneghetti at Daylesford Town Hall on 1st June.
Guest speaker was Sebastian Klein, Mayor Hepburn Shire.

There was a full house of well-wishers - GDTA members,
contributors to the guide, supporters from councils, land
managers and representatives from Bushwalking Victoria.

The comprehensive full colour guide aims to entice visitors
onto the core outdoor tourism asset for the region — the
Goldfields Track. The wire bound, paperback A5 size guide
consists of 33 full colour, large scale (1:25,000) contour
maps painstakingly produced by VicMap, with extensive
track notes and photos on each facing page.

There are expert essays on the geology, plants, animals,
and cultural heritage features to be found along the track.

“It promises to deliver many more feet passing through the
goldfields region’s cities, towns and countryside,” said our
president Alison Lanigan at the launch.

Alison and the book’s author and producer Gib Wettenhall
thanked the many people involved in the project. Founding
president Barry Golding was hailed as a “visionary” and
special mention was made of Pat Hope's guidance over
the GDTA's 20 year existence.

With its emphasis on cultural heritage, John Landy said the
guide reminded him of the experience of tramping on
European trails. He declared that the walking guide would
help ensure the Goldfields Track becomes an iconic trail to
rival any overseas.

GDTA is a member of Bushwalking Victoria

Steve Moneghetti has run the 210 kilometre length of
the Goldfields Track with friends. He agreed with John
that it was the equal of any overseas track.
Complimenting the photography, design and content of
the GDTA’s new walking guide, Steve said (tongue in
cheek) we should have called it a “walking and running
guide.”

Buy the Goldfields
Track walking guide
online for $29.95
(includes postage)
from GDTA’s
revamped web site
http://gdt.org.au/abo
ut/membership-map-
sales/

or order from:

GDTA Treasurer
Pat Hope,

313 Eyre St,
Buninyong VIC
3357, with cheque
payable to GDTA.

Wallaby, Dry Diggings and Leanganook track maps
complement the new walking guide and are also
available from the web site or from Pat Hope (see
above).

GDTA publications can also be purchased at regional
information centres, see a full list at outlets at
http://gdt.org.au/map-information/ also...

Victorian Government Bookshop
Level 20, 80 Collins Street

Telephone: 1300 366 356 within Australia (local call cost)
www.bookshop.vic.gov.au

The Walking Guide is reviewed on page.8 , July issue of
Bushwalking News Victoria - Always a good read (Eds)
http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/forms/BNV1207.pdf

Bushwalking;
! V'“Q'f‘? . www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au




From the President

The new POST look continues to
evolve in the June issue. We hope
you like it and we’d like to hear your
comments. The larger size means
that from now email members will
receive a link to the website:
members on dial-up can then access
the link at a time that suits them.

Check out the edits and updates while you're at
www.gdt.org.au . The left margin links and the drop-down
links for the GDTA tab will be completed in the next couple
of weeks. If you haven't seen the website recently you'll
certainly notice some changes.

From the left margin you can download maps for the Ararat
circuit walk, the new University of Ballarat (Mt Helen
campus) circuit walk and the Lerderderg Track diversion.
Click on the Membership and Online Shop and renew your
membership or buy a copy of the Goldfields Track Walking
Guide and the four GDTA maps.

As we prepare the newsletter, the most recent additions
are the intermediate distance matrixes that
webmaster/track surveyor Bill Casey has carefully
prepared for the four linear tracks, as well as the side
elevations for the three tracks along the Goldfields Track.
Click on the tabs for each track to access these new, great
resources.

We'll attach copies of these files to the print copy POST so
that print members don’t miss out.

Walks Program 2, 2012 is in this issue of POST and on
the website and you'll see some changes here too. During
the first half of the year we asked a range of members
what they'd like in Program 2. Top of the list was specific
interest walks, so that's what we've planned. Keep the
third Sunday of the month free for these special walks,
starting on Sunday 15 July with Barry Golding’s change of
pace with his volcanoes and gold activity.

Three other walks will be offered to members only: the
Bushwalking Victoria annual Federation Walk in Marysville
in October; a combined walk in September with Bendigo
Bushwalkers in an area we haven't seen for a long time
(the Muckleford Forest and Maldon Diggings Park); and a
good walk in October along O'Brien’s Crossing Circuit on
the Lerderderg Track, led by Colin Hancock, one of our
regular walkers.

In September there’s also the Regent Honeyeater Planting
Project with Essendon BWC, with your choice of planting
for Saturday, Sunday, or both days. It's a truly rewarding
activity to know that you're giving something back to the
environment. Bring the children or grandchildren — they'll
love learning how to plant the seedlings and hearing about

the bird life that has already started to return to the
area as a result of several years of planting.

One of our members, Susan Hurley, is having a great
time sussing out venues for the Members’ Dinner that's
planned for later in Spring, in a central location. Watch
this space.

2013 Program : The most popular walks programs
during the last few years have been the GDTA long
walks that were held over several weekends. In 2010
we walked the Lerderderg Track and in 2009 we
completed the Goldfields Track — a total of nearly 300
kms in 18 months.

So it's time to get the mud off your walking boots and
get in as many walks as possible during 2012, because
2013 is the year for the long walk between Macedon
and Buninyong. It’'s likely to take 12 or 13 walks to
complete this adventure, with Richard Piesse leading at
least the Macedon section. Details later in the year.

BWV Leadership Forum and AGM : | was one of the
50-60 presidents and executive members of
bushwalking and outdoor clubs who recently attended
this energising day in Melbourne, organised by
Bushwalking Victoria. It was a thoughtfully planned
and well organised forum that enabled participants to
share ideas and experiences and to address some
specific issues.

First Aid Level 2 Qualification : If you don't have a
current First Aid Level 2 qualification and if you plan to
walk on a reasonably regular basis with us for at least
the next 12 months, please contact me at either
gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford 3460.

We have a few places available in an accredited
course that's being organised and we’d be happy to
fund you if you'll be walking with us during the 2012-
2013 programs.

Finally, a warm, winter welcome to new members
Michael Baker, Margret Lockwood, Kevin Griffiths,
Frank Tadich.

Alison Lanigan
President
gdtatrail@gmail.com



Vale Ron James

part of what she said:

Alison Lanigan spoke on behalf of GDTA at Ron’s funeral on 29th March 2012. This is

Firstly, thank you to the GDTA members and friends who shared their memories and
whose words helped to write this part of Ron’s story.

Ron joined the Great Dividing Trail Association in 2002 and from then on he rarely
missed a walk or a working bee or a members’ dinner. He loved the bush and quickly
became well-known and highly respected for his interesting walks and his ability to
navigate, even after acquiring a GPS that sometimes did or didn't seem to know where
we were or where we'd been.

He was a knowledgeable walks leader and committee member and he became our

Newsletter Editor, learning and mastering the new technology on the job. We meet in the fourth week of the month in
the little hall on the other side of that wall. This is the fourth week of the month —and I'm sure, if he could, Ron would

make some droll comment about being at this location.

Ron lived his life to the full. He used to say that he never went to bed on the same day that he got up. There was just
too much to do. He gave enormous time and energy to his passions: the GDTA, the Friday walking group and U3A.

And the Cats.

He bought an old bicycle when he turned 60 and for several years he completed the 50km circuit in the Ballarat

Autumn Day Ride.

He loved dancing and music and he refused to let John listen to Kylie Minogue. He took Sandy and Judy to the
Mollongghip Hall dances and he was teased for taking his ‘harem’ with him.

His bachelor place had an ‘informal’ look about it -- but he did some ‘tidying up’ each time he hosted the evenings that

became known as the “Blampied Stampedes”

Track Updates

Both DSE and Parks Victoria land managers have
been undertaking significant works on the tracks and
we thank them for their efforts.

Goldfields Track

Nearly $500,000 in funds became available following
insurance claims for flood recovery works arising
from the damage caused by the 2009/10 floods.
Parks Victoria have installed several new bridges and
stepping stones and have undertaken track works in
a number of sections. The current status is:

Hepburn Regional Park: The Blowhole visitor area
is open; Tipperary Track (Twin Bridges to Bryce'’s
Flat) is open; the new stepping stones at Bryce's Flat
are open, but need some readjustment following
recent rain; Golden Spring is open; Argyle Spring is
open; Sailors Falls mineral spring is open. A new
mineral spring at the top of Sailors Falls is under
construction and will be open soon. The Wombat
Creek bridge should be open by the second or third
week in July.

Creswick Regional Park: Slaty Creek area is open
for walkers; mountain trail bike diversions remain in

place; the Koala Park diversions remain in place until
footbridges are replaced,;

A State Government Minister will attend the July
ceremony to celebrate the completion of the new
footbridges in Hepburn Regional Park.

GDTA Walk reports

Breakneck Gorge - Lake Daylesford
18 March

Gib was the leader for our walk in the valleys of
Spring Creek, Sailors Creek and Wombat Creek.
The walk was more hard than easy as we negotiated
one of the most scenically beautiful sections of the
whole Trail. There were remnants of the rich gold-
mining era, remains of Chinese gardens and
orchards in the early kms of the walk; some
wildflowers adding colour to the bush; and much
evidence of the floods and severe storms around
every bend - huge piles of tree debris against each
solid barrier.

The track was mainly in good condition — sections
which some years ago were very overgrown were
now well-maintained. With the destruction of all the




bridges in the floods, only the track east side of the
valley is now passable from Bryces Flat to Twin
Bridges. An interesting detour took us on an
alternative route to the Blowhole, well off the “beaten
track”.

A wonderful walk ended for the small band of six with
hot chocolates etc in the Book Barn by the lake.
Thanks Gib for a great day in perfect walking
weather.

Richard

Beeripmo (backwards) 31 March

We did the Beeripmo two-day walk in one day. Many
thanks to Colin Hancock for leading us along the
‘easy' route -- the reverse route. Each of Colin's six
‘followers' agreed that we'd never attempt the
‘forward' two-day route! The Hancock route is quite
enough.

Great weather - we walked up to the old paragliding
jump-off ledge near the top of Mt Buangor, admired
the vista and Mt Langi Ghiran nearby, then lunched at
Mugwamp Hut.

Part of the afternoon route followed the cliff edge with
beautiful scenery through the blacks, creams, blues
and greens of the regenerated trees and undergrowth
(previously the location for a hot burn).

Sighting a mama pig and her wee piglets was a
highlight and we were pleased when they skipped off
in the opposite direction. Colin's day was made by
finding two geocaches, one near the Beeripmo half-
way Hut.

The return route skirted two small but delightful
waterfalls via a long very steep descent, scrambling
down boulders and steps hewn from slabs of rock, to
the car park below. Colin helped by saying that if
we'd done the two-day route, this would have been
the first ascent after parking the cars.

Another great walk, with happy smiling faces at the
end and even better after a beer at the Beaufort pub.

Ali

Vaughan Springs - Tubal Cain 15 April
Heritage Week Walk:

David Bannear (Heritage Victoria) led this walk,
commencing at Vaughan Springs and following the
Goldfields Track south to Tubal Cain Mine. It starts
with a short climb to the water race built to supply
water to the diggings at Vaughan from Daylesford.
The initial part of the track uses the filled-in race with
its drystone wall, then descends to cross Butchers
Gully before climbing through beautiful open forest to
cross Italian Hill track.

Towards Tubal Cain we passed the excellent hut ruin,
then spent some time at the mine area with its
complex of dams, open cut, shafts and drives, the
highlight of the area being the climbing chimney.

The return walk followed the alluvial workings down
Sailors Gully. We saw examples of puddling
machines and associated dams. Lunch break here,
then a climb to re-join Gurr Track and return to
Vaughan.

Tubal Cain climbing chimney
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Tarilta Gorge 29 April

From the start on Porcupine Ridge Road we followed
the watershed between Tarilta and Middleton Creeks
for about 2km through the area severely affected by
the fuel reduction burn which “got away” about five
weeks earlier. Signs of life were returning, with a
Golden Orb spider and Dianella regrowth evident.
We found a rather attractive SN
fungus within a tree stump.

The fire made locating part of the
Hunt water race and evidence of
the flume support easier in the
bare landscape.

Morning tea break on Tarilta Creek provided the
opportunity to reflect on the loss of some great trees
to the fire, but it was a pleasant walk down the creek.

Brighter things followed: climbing out through a
spectacular geological area, a Nuggetty Creek
inspection, lunch, discussion around Hunt's hut.
Great walk! Thanks Ed.

o

JUNE 2012

Vaughan Springs - Stones Gully circuit
2 June

Eleven members and visitors enjoyed a good day for
walking along one of the most frequently used
sections of the Goldfields Track by walkers and
cyclists.

Along the way we passed by the quite gold-rich
Liverpool Reef and stopped for a break at the Tubal
Cain Mine site with its unique Cornish hillside
chimney.

We journeyed on up Sailors Gully (walking along an
old water race) and then up Stones Gully. Ed took
most the group for some underground exploring
before we stopped for lunch at the saddle above the
gully.

The return took us along well-defined animal tracks,
little-used 4WD tracks and some cross-country
walking through open bushland until we reached
Italian Hill. Climbing over the hill we descended to a
former major water race opposite the Glenluce
Mineral Springs.

Following this race and walking across an old
orchard, we returned to the Track at the northern end

of Norfolk Track and finished at Vaughan Springs.
Approx 12 kms in all.

Richard

Spring Gully Mines/Herons Reef 17 June

This circuit walk started and finished with an urban
stroll through the township of Fryerstown. Especially
on this cool, drizzly Sunday, it was difficult to believe
that the town’s population in the 1850s was 15,000
with 25 pubs etc.!

Heading north on the Goldfields Track leads to the
Spring Gully Mines area where we absorbed the
evidence of the range of mining activity from the
alluvial and open cut diggings of the 1850s to the
deep lead shafts and sluicing of the 1930s. We
turned around at Spring Gully Junction mine, just
short of the township (about 8 scattered houses)
which in the past had a school with 80 pupils.

s T ]
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We then headed east over the ridge to Herons Reef,
site of the discovery of the 38 kg nugget (= about
$1.7m today). This whole area is worth a couple of
hours of wander and discovery. After lunch in the
rain at the miner’s hut, we wandered on up Golden
Gully to Crocodile Reservoir which was built late
1860s and back to our starting point at the old
Fryerstown school via the remnants of two quartz
roasting kilns.

v

Goldfields Track - A Ride report May 2012

My mate, Andrew Martin, and | took 3 days to ride
the Goldfields Track from Bendigo to Ballarat. Our
intention was to start Sunday from Bendigo to
Castlemaine, Daylesford on Monday night then home
via Ballarat Tuesda

g Kire o A

We'd been wanting to do this for about a year and we
both couldn’t wait for Sunday especially with the
weather forecast looking so good. We'd been
pouring over the maps and web for all the info and we
took video and pics as well.

Train to Bendigo and home via train from Ballarat
which we enjoyed.

We underestimated the ‘challenge’ of the track but
loved it. We'll do it again one day soon and make
sure we get up earlier so we don't run out of daylight!
Might do it over 4 days next time - stopping at
Creswick.

JUNE 2012

We didn't ride between Daylesford and Creswick
because the weather was poor and we were
concerned about getting the full 90ks to Ballarat to
meet the train so we rode to Creswick and re-joined
the track there.

The track is a testimony to the volunteers and
committees who built and promoted it over the years.
We were especially impressed by the signage and
direction indicators along the length of the track.

Congratulations to everyone concerned
Mal Padgett

Daylesford-Macedon Ranges Rail Trail
strategy gets green light

Donna Petrovich has welcomed the announcement
by Minister for Sport and Recreation, Hugh
Delahunty, that the ‘Crossing Borders Tracks and
Trails’ project which incorporates the Daylesford-
Macedon Ranges Rail Trail proposal has been
granted $50,000 for strategic planning works.

The funding was provided through the State
Government’s Community Facility Funding Program —
Planning category.

The ‘Crossing Borders Tracks and Trails’ project is a
joint initiative involving the City of Ballarat, Macedon
Ranges Shire, Hepburn Shire and Central Goldfields
Shire Councils and includes:

«  The Daylesford-Macedon Ranges Rail Trail;

- Creswick Tracks and Trails project;

- The City of Ballarat's Black Hill Mountain Bike
Network;

- The ‘Cobb and Co.’ trail concept, which will
connect Maryborough to Ballarat via Talbot,
Clunes and Creswick.
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Ararat Circuit — Variation

GDTA member Mark Learmonth sent this map of a
variation of the Ararat Circuit, 14kms - but includes
One Tree Hill Lookout. We always welcome
feedback with suggestions, even criticisms, so we
can learn more about walker perspectives. It's
members like Mark - who go to the trouble of emailing
us (and even sending us a map!) that help us -- as
you'd know, we're all volunteers. (Pres)
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0.2 km ©On 04/20/2012 the
WGS B4 Datum magnetic declination is +10.5"
Universal Transverse Mercator Zone 54 changing by -0.01" per year

True North +1.2°
Mark is leading this “medium to quite challenging” walk for GDTA
on 16" September: See Guided Walks Program p.11

Track counters

Information from the Goldfields Track
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Between Wewak & Loop Tracks: Installed 26/3/2012.
Reading 5/4/2012 =49,
Reading 27/4/2012 =144,

Wombat State Forest between White Point Rd & Sailors

Ck Rd: Installed 27/3/2012.
Reading 5/4/2012 = 64.

JUNE 2012

First Loop

The GDTA recently coordinated and completed the
University of Ballarat trail — the first loop walk for the
Goldfields Track. Support and cooperation from
everyone involved with the project enabled the 4.1km
trail to be finished in time for the university’s May-
June Corporate Challenge Walk.

GDTA (Patrick Hope and Neil McCracken) first
suggested the loop walk to the University nearly 10
years ago but the offer wasn’t taken up. Then, earlier
this year we again approached the University about
developing the loop walk at the Mt Helen Campus.
The finished loop walk was a real team effort:
» The University approved the concept and the
route. They were enthusiastic in their take-up of
the proposal and under UB guidance, a group of

staff volunteers cleared the track during their
lunchtimes.

» The Goldfields Track Committee approved the UB
loop walk and the use of Goldfields Track posts on
the trail.

» Parks Victoria Castlemaine reorganised their
workflow and made posts immediately available to
cater for the tight timeline with post planting.

» GDTA committee members coordinated the
project, identified the 22 post locations and
planted the posts with the help of UB staff.

Thanks to GDTA committee members Alison

Lanigan, Bill Casey, Pat Hope, Ed Butler, Neville

Fraser. Thanks also to Mark O’Sullivan (Parks

Victoria), David Bannear (Goldfields Track

Committee), Dale Boucher and staff (Uni of Ballarat).

5 Yo Ty o e

The University of Ballarat Circuit Walk is close to the
southern end of the Goldfields Track and is an easy 4.1
km walk on University land around the perimeter of
the Mt Helen Campus. As at June 2012, the gold-
topped posts are in place but no signage has been
erected.

Please be aware that you are on University property.
Treat other walkers and the environment with respect.

DOWNLOAD the map from the GDTA website:
http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/UB-Circuit-W alk-

map.pdf




Something to think about

A letter to GDTA from John Petheram,
Environmental Officer, Ballarat Bushwalking and
Outdoor Club (BBOC).

| despair at the way the GDT and many other walking
tracks are being so badly ruined by 4WD vehicles that
have unrestricted access in Creswick Recreation Park
(and other Parks around Ballarat). Here is one photo of
more than 50 places we could point to, that now has 2
badly eroded gullies where last year there was only 1
gully — on the trail itself. This is between Longs Gully
and east of Lincoln Gully. | could send dozens more.

| know the GDTA knows about this — but how could we,
the BBOC and other groups, try to advocate for more
staffing and control of the exponential rate of damage in
these parks. As you know also, the increase in tracks
(4wd and trail bike and yes Mountain bikes too) is
causing markedly more run-off every year — and hence
contributes greatly to erosion, siltation and floods in
Creswick and other places.

| despair that the GDTA and parks seem so focussed on
more trails yet seem to ignore the need to fight for
regulation of past and current damage that is ruining the
trail and the parks.

What can we do? As you know, this forest, that's taken
120 years to recover to a reasonable state of cover and
biodiversity, is being ruined before our eyes.

GDTA's reply:

Basically, the land is not ours to manage and we
cannot take it upon ourselves to intervene. It's under
the control and management of the land managers, in
this case either PV or DSE. Our understanding is
that two-wheeled and four-wheeled vehicles are
legally allowed to use tracks that meet the definition
of “roads” that are open for public use. The only
restrictions appear to be that trail bikes must be
registered and roadworthy and that motor bike riders
must be licensed.

We suggest further action would be to forward your
comments to the DSE and PV land managers and we
will raise the topic for discussion at the next meeting
with land managers.

More from John (BBOC)

Your letter and comments from other members are
much appreciated. | did not mean to put you to a lot of
trouble or time, but more to let you know of our concern
and also that we could be called on if there is some way
we might be able to help protect the future of good
walking trails and their natural environment. The GDTA
cannot do all that on their own, and nor can
Bushwalkers.

The reason | sent that last letter (and some earlier
ones) was because it is so clear that that unless
community organisations are prepared to lobby and
get messages to politicians (through combining their
voices), the chances of having reasonably natural

forests in the future are extremely small. We only
have to look at the serious deterioration of the
situation in past few years to realise that things are
getting rapidly out of control — especially with regards
to track damage and erosion. The only way forests
and natural areas and wildlife have been preserved in
many other countries is through action by community
groups like ours, placing continuous pressure on
government and politicians. | did not realise that
GDTA has a deliberate policy not to do this. | guess
you have many more issues with Government
agencies than some groups — but it is my experience
(here and in other regions and countries) that staff of
agencies are generally supportive of actions that
support their own conservation objectives.

As you know, much of the 4WD damage | refer to is
done illegally on ‘roads’ that should not be open for
public use, especially in the wet season. Often this is
along the GDT itself, making walking increasingly
less enjoyable. Most of the trail bikes | see are not
registered, and many of the 4 WDs are involved in
activities completely incompatible with proper
management of the bush (like testing their mud
driving skills). There is also huge extraction of
firewood going on — with no attempt to control this
practice outside the designated collection areas. It is
inconceivable that these activities and the damage
will ever be reduced unless organisations like GDTA
are prepared to report things as they are, with the
help of groups like ours that spend 1000s of person
hours on forest trails each year. | hope we can get
together on such issues somehow in the future, even
if the committee policy is to remain apolitical at
present.

Put Goldfields Track in your GPS

Jo Pincus of the Goldfields Track Development
Project reports that the Goldfields Track can now be
loaded onto Garmin and Google maps.

Garmin is a mapping program that lots of people use,
you can download to a device or even just use it
directly say on your smartphone. The specific track
pages on the Goldfields Track website contain a link
to the files

Wallaby

http://www.qgoldfieldstrack.com.au/Pages/Goldfields Track/Wal
laby Track.aspx

Dry Diggings
http://www.goldfieldstrack.com.au/Pages/Goldfields Track/Dry
Digqgings Track.aspx

Leanganook
http://www.qgoldfieldstrack.com.au/Pages/Goldfields Track/Lea
nganook Track.aspx

plus a reference on the Goldfields Track page
http://www.goldfieldstrack.com.au/Pages/Goldfields Track.aspx

Register on the Goldfields Track website to receive the
free GT e-newsletter (www.goldfieldstrack.com.au ).




Goldfields Track Audits

Mark O'Sullivan (PV) and Bill Casey are auditing the
condition and signage of the Goldfields Track.

They have recently finished the fieldwork for the Dry
Diggings Track audit and the Leanganook Track
audit. As we go to press, the only remaining section
to complete is the Wallaby Track. Bill advises that
they've completed 93% of the entire 200 km
Goldfields Track.

GDTA Pres remarks that Bill does a great job as a
volunteer for the GDTA and for the Goldfields Track.
“For most of his time he's either out on the GT doing
the audit or he's got his head in his computer doing
the GDTA website updates”.

National Volunteers Week.

This is a sincere thank you to each Committee
member, for the work that you do and the
commitment that you give to the GDTA.

Without your effort and contribution we wouldn't have
achieved what we have so far: a GDT network with
great tracks for walkers.

And it's important to remember that the behind-the-
scenes volunteer work is every bit as important as the
publicised achievements: those hidden building
blocks are mandatory to produce any visible
outcome.

Alison (Pres) Our greatest volunteer ( Eds)

Planting Day on the Goldfields Track
Sunday 29 July

The local land care group, Upper Williamsons Creek
Landcare, is having a planting day on Sunday 29th
July on the Goldfields Track, Ogilvie Lane,
Buninyong.

If you would like to help contact Roly Nam on
roland@netconnect.com.au

(10-1.30pm plus BBQ by Progress Association)

Lerderderg Track

Following advice from a concerned walker, we
advised DSE of the poor and potentially dangerous
surface of the now-closed section. DSE investigated
and made the decision to immediately close the track
so that they can undertake works to rectify the issues.

You'll have received a Track Advice Notice about the
closure of the track between Whalebone Road,
Blackwood and the Blackwood Springs Reserve.
Track Surveyor Bill Casey has advised that the track

to the east of Springs Reserve is also very likely to be
slippery and generally unsafe.

GDTA recommends that you use the full diversion
that's noted on the map.

The alternative (diversion) route is between the
Martin Street/Golden Point Road intersection (the
Blackwood Hotel corner) and the Golden Point
Road/North Blackwood Road intersection some
1.4km to the east of the hotel. The whole of the
diversion follows Golden Point Road. There isn't a
footpath along Golden Point Road, so take special
care because you'd be on the bitumen road surface
for the whole of the diversion.

DSE have conducted a totem (post) replacement
program on the Lerderderg Track, mainly from
Nolan’s Creek Road to Farm Road. From now on
you'll see DSE posts with the GDT logo and arrows
on DSE-managed land along the track.

They have also:

= installed a 5m long walking bridge on Greaves Mill
Track to avoid a bog hole

= installed 8-10 log rounds (upright) to form stepping
stones into the boggy area, 300-350mm deep to
allow 100-150mm above the drainage line. This
should allow walkers to negotiate the boggy area
while water runs through the drainage line.

The logs have cross-checks to reduce the slippery
surface and the log rounds will be offset a little to
avoid damage from 4WDs and trail bikes.

Photos just in from Bill Casey



New Zealand tramping

The Otago Youth Adventure Trust/Rotary Club of
Milton Tramping Club Inc

Hello Australian Bushwalkers

We are a non-commercial group of unpaid volunteers
who have over the past 26 seasons taken almost
16,000 people (mostly middle aged) on some of our
most famous tracks and activities in the southern part
of NZ. As word has spread, we find that more and
more Aussies are joining our activities, and a quite a
number are from the Bushwalking Clubs. We find
that people who have participated in your Bush
Walkers Clubs are generally well suited to our trips,
as most have done some backpacking and tramping.

Our trips are not the "up Market" guided trips, run by
the Commercial operators on some of our tracks
(which I must add are excellently run). We undertake
the "Freedom Walks", where we use the very
adequate Department of Conservation Huts, carry all
our own gear & food (we supply food), and do our
own cooking etc.

We are a Tramping Club, and as such, as we operate
on Public Lands, are required (by law) to run our
trips at "cost recovery" only, and hence can offer
these adventures at very moderate cost. We do ask
that participants become members of our Tramping
Club, for the season of their trip(s) ($50), and also
suggest an optional donation to our funds, so we are
able to support the 2 charitable organisations that
are the parent bodies of our Cub.

MILFORD TRACK, HUMP RIDGE TRACK KEPLER
TRACK BORLAND LODGE CYCLE THE OTAGO
CENTRAL RAIL TRAIL, ROUTEBURN/GREENSTONE
TRACK

CATLINS-TAUTUKU LODGE, MT ASPIRING LODGE,
HUXLEY LODGE, SUTTON CAMP

Full information about us and the trips, contacts,
costs and dates, etc, is on our Website
www.otagorotarytrusttramps.org.nz

For further info, don’t hesitate to contact us.
Peter Vollweiler

The Otago Youth Adventure Trust/Rotary Club of
Milton Tramping Club Inc.

PO Box 15014, Waihola 4923, South Otago, New
Zealand.

Phone (03) 417 7190
Email peter.vollweiler@xtra.co.nz

PS The Stewart Island trip, listed on our Web Site is
already full.

): Otago Youth Adventure Trust e‘@
3 Q||

Nepal opportunity

The following was sent to us by Aussie Action
Abroad Ltd who have taken over the Nepal
Expeditions from OzQuest.

AUSSTE AcTioN AsroaD o

In January this year a small but very effective team
working in Pokhara and Bhulbhule enabled us to
continue the work being undertaken.

We are committed to continuing that work and again
encourage registration from a wide cross section of
Australia.

We will continue to provide expeditions that support
and develop our colleagues and communities of Nepal.

Expedition program for Dec to Jan 2012 -13.

¢ Community Health Team

¢ Construction Team

¢ Education Team

e Trekking - Annuapurna Base Camp
¢ Health and Education Teams

Graeme Kent
Director
Aussie Action Abroad
graemekent50@gmail.com
www.aussieactionabroad.com
M: 0409 954 782




GDTA Committee

To contact:

Please address emails to gdtatrail@gmail.com or for Letters to the editors; gdtaedits@gmail.com

GDTA mobileis 0477 968 579

Position Name
President/Secretary Alison Lanigan
Vice-President / Committee Chair Ed Butler
Treasurer/Membership Patricia Hope
Minutes Pat Hope

Gib Wettenhall

Land Manager Liaison Alison Lanigan

Bill Casey

Neil McCracken
Archivist Anne Beggs-Sunter
Maintenance Ed Butler
Newsletter Editors Barb Guerin

Lionel Jenkins

Northern End Barry Hunter
Publications Gib Wettenhall
Promotions Gib Wettenhall

Barry Golding

Track Development: Neil McCracken
Grampians and Macedon Bill Casey
Track Surveyor/Webmaster Bill Casey
Committee Neville Fraser

Emails to GDTA Members

A procedural note from our (over-worked) president

Now and then | receive a request from a member asking me not to send emails over a certain size, or
to hold emails for a certain period while they are away or some other reason. I'm happy to oblige.
However, as of 25/06/2012 there is a new procedure that | hope will make it easier for everyone
(especially for the sender of emails).

If you ask me to hold your emails, your details will be deleted from the email distribution list. The onus
will be on you to contact me when you wish your email details to be reinstated . | propose to not re-
send emails that were sent during your absence.

Alison Lanigan
President




Non-members are welcome to come on two guided walks but should join GDTA before doing a third walk.

Guided Walks Program: June — November 2012

GDTA walks will not be held on days of Total Fire Ban or in extreme weather
Please note RSVP details in right column and check meeting place details with Leader

In some instances,

arrangements can be made to become a member at the start of a walk. See http://gdt.org.au/about/membership-map-sales/

Sunday
July 15
9.00am

Sunday
August 19

9.30am

Sunday
September 16

9.30am

Sunday
October 21

9.30am

Sunday
November 18

9.30am

Australians spend more than 51 billion (10%) a year on electricity for keeping appliances asleep on standby mode - it costs

Summiting mighty Mt Greenock and its hidden deep leads of gold

The walk involves a drive and stops along the Central Leads road
through Lawrence and Jerusalem to Clunes, a walking tour of
Talbot and the Talbot Market and a climb up Mt Greenock,
finishing with a BYO picnic lunch at the Union Mine site then back
to Creswick by 2pm. The tour seeks to join some dots between
gold and volcanoes in some really interesting places and
communities.

Retracing the surviving assets of the ‘River Loddon & Tributaries
Water Supply Co’

The walk will take in some of the beautiful Loddon River Valley on
a well-preserved water race, then up over the Irishtown hills. We
will look at the efforts of successful miners and entrepreneurs to
cash in on the gold rush by supplying water to previously
unworkable sections of the Vaughan gold diggings. The assorted
structures to be seen span over 50 years of gold seeking in central
Victoria.

Challenging ridgeline walk to striking One Tree Hill at Ararat

Based in part upon the Great Dividing Trail Ararat Circuit, the walk
features the striking One Tree Hill Lookout in Ararat, but also
includes some attractive bush in the Ararat Hills Regional Park. We
will travel along a ridgeline and quiet tracks and roads to and from
the city of Araratitself. Thisis a full day walk and includes an
elevation gain of 250m, so it is quite challenging, but rewarding.

Enter the exotic world of native orchids

To be led by orchid expert Kate Vicek at a secret location
somewhere near the Goldfields Track. Kate will be scoping
potential sites, seeking ‘best on show’ in the fortnight leading up
to the walk. For background reading, check out her essay in the
Goldfields Track walking guide.

Bring your bottles for mineral springs tastings

The walk will follow the pretty Sailors Creek valley sampling the
waters in places like Central and Tipperary springs. The tour will
introduce some of the rich and fascinating history of the mineral
springs in the Daylesford region. We will proceed up the hill,
through picturesque parts of the Daylesford township and include
a BYO picnic lunch on Wombat Hill before a return to the start by
the early afternoon.

Mostly easy,
approx 4km
walking
including a
steep climb up
Mt Greenock.

Mostly easy,
about 12km.

Medium -
quite
challenging

17km.

Mostly easy,
circuit walk of
up to 10km

Reasonably
easy, about
10km

Some climbing
during second
half.

Barry
5345 6343

barry@cbl.com.au
RSVP 11 July

Ed
0434 672 392
RSVP 16 August

Mark
9807 7506

RSVP 12 September

Gib
0419 370 342
RSVP 18 October

Barry
5345 6343

RSVP 15 November

an average household $136 a year and accounts for nearly 5.7 million tonnes of CO2 emissions SMH 230312.



Extra walks and activities for members
Program 2, 2012

SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER

Follow-up to last year’s successful combined walk between GDTA and Bendigo
Bushwalkers.

Approx 14 kms Easy walk through the Muckleford Forest and Maldon Diggings Park,
taking in Dunn’s Reef, Red, White & Blue Mine and Smith’s Reef.

Alison
0477 968 579
RSVP by Thurs 30 Aug

WEEKEND OF 8-9 SEPTEMBER
Regent Honeyeater Project with Essendon BWC Sylvia 5428 7364
Planting one-day or weekend to help restore remnant box ironbark habitat for RSVP by Wed 5 Sept for catering or
endangered species still living in the Lurg Hills near Benalla. See below for more info. | for more details

SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER

Federation Walk, Marysville, to be hosted by Maroondah BWC.

For decades Marysville was a magnet for bushwalkers. The walks organised will
encourage everyone to revisit the region to support this beautiful area and assist in
its restoration following the devastation of the 2009 wildfires.

Refer www.mbwec.org.au

RSVP 30 Aug Alison Lanigan GDTA
PO Box 429 Daylesford 3460 with
cheque $22 person plus $10 person

for BBQ Saturday night
SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER
Lerderderg Track, approx 13 kms Medium Colin 5330 1929
O’Brien’s Crossing Circuit via Cowan Track and the East Walk. RSVP by Thurs 25 Oct

MEMBERS’ DINNER
Venues are being checked out for a possible Members’ Dinner to be held in a central
location (possibly Hepburn Springs area) during Spring. Details later.

(Susan Hurley following up)

REGENT HONEY EATER PROJECT
www.regenthoneyeater.org.au/planting

The Regent Honeyeater Project has established itself as one of the most active volunteer conservation
projects in the nation. It has engaged a whole farming community in restoring remnant box-ironbark
habitat for the endangered species still living in the district and planting days are organised each year for
a thousand students from more than 20 local schools and hundreds of volunteers from universities,

'y - walking clubs, church groups, bird observers, scouts, environment groups and the like.

Meet at the Benalla Ceramic Mural by the lake at 9:00AM on Saturday 8th before heading out towards the Lurg Hills in convoy.
Bring a picnic lunch for Saturday and be prepared to organise your own Sunday breakfast. (Or slip down to the bakery: great
coffee and eats.) Bring gardening gloves and sensible clothing (hat, sunscreen, wet weather gear just in case). A change of
clothes can save you driving home in muddy gear.

Tools are provided but you can bring your own if you prefer. BYO bedding, if you are staying for the weekend. Most people bed
down in the Scout Hall. Mattresses are provided, bring your own sleeping bag and pillow. There are two halls: the young and
energetic bush dance in the Scout Hall till all hours. The Guide Hall is a designated quiet area where you can get your head
down as early as you like. Some people pitch a tent on the grass near the halls instead, or camp in the bush outside town. If
you prefer, Benalla has a good range of commercial accommodation.

An excellent three-course meal is provided on Saturday night (an evening not to be missed), a barbeque lunch on Sunday, plus
hot drinks for morning and afternoon teas. BYO picnic lunch for Saturday, and something for breakfast on Sunday.



MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT

. Family Membership  two family members, $45.00 per annum

. Additional participating family member $20.00

. Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

. Single Membership ~ $30.00 per annum

. Concessional Membership ~ $25.00 per annum (with Pensioner Card)

PUBLICATIONS

. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling

. WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling

. DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP (Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling

. LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine—-Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

. LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford — Bacchus Marsh) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance | $

TOTAL ENCLOSED

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name/s

Postal Address

Phone Mobile Email

Your email address will be used to send track and news updates and the GDTA quarterly newsletter.

The newsletter will be sent by post if no email address is given.

Membership enquiries to Pat Hope 0418 131 545 or gdtatrail@gmail.com

Post all payments to: GDTA Treasurer, 313 Eyre St  reet Buninyong VIC 3357
Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au

owiding
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2
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- Newsletter of the Great Dividing Trail Association

PO Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460

Member Name
Street Address
City, Postcode



