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President’s report 

My main and very important message to GDTA members as President in 

this final December 2014 Post is twofold.  First, I urge you to look ahead 

to 2015 as an existing valued member and ask yourself whether you have 

the ability, time or skills to contribute to become more actively involved in 

your Association. 

Second, I encourage you to approach others with diverse interests and 

skills to become members and get actively involved.  Like all community 

organisations, GDTA has slowly adapted to the changing times and ways 

of doing business in the community.  We are in an unusually good 

financial situation for a community organisation, because of past careful 

management by GDTA Committee and Treasurers.  What we sometimes 

lack is enough people to lead and get actively involved in the interesting 

and important Committee and organisational work. 

My message is timely given that I would be delighted for someone else to lead as President in 2015, and 

also given that after several attempts, Alison Lanigan has indicated her firm intention to resign as GDTA 

Secretary, but to generously carry on as Membership Secretary into 2015. 

For those who don't know, Alison has done a superb job as GDTA Secretary over the last ten years, which 

included one year as Acting President and three years as President, also including several years as Walks 

Program Coordinator, Land Manager Liaison and updating the text and documents for the GDTA website.  

Alison has sent out website merchandise orders and managed Membership for the last year and also done 

most of the Communications.  All of this has been done generously and on your behalf by Alison as an 

Association member.  We owe Alison a great debt of sincere thanks, and fully understand her decision to 

deliberately step back to let others step up. 

Werribee Gorge Centenary Track  2
nd

 November.    Looking for the Lion’s Face,   Bill and Ed on the Steel Rope     Photos: Ron Pearce 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/
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The Secretarial role ideally requires someone (or several people) to do some or all of the following, 

specifically to: 

 be the public officer of the organisation and be responsible for GDTA compliance to the Dept of 

Justice (Vic Consumer Affairs)  

 do the annual and any other reporting to DOJ (VCA)   

 be the main contact person for Bushwalking Victoria, respond to insurance and other questionnaires  

 be responsible for membership and recording on register/s (even if it's delegated to another committee 

member)  

 update and maintain email distribution list for members and others and distribute emails and print 

documents to members  

 prepare copy for POST and NOTES and distribute NOTES to membership on approx. monthly basis  

 check/edit POST before distribution then forward to webmaster to provide link; distribute to members 

by email and snailmail  

 monitor the gdtatrail email account and respond to any correspondence or direct it to the right 

person/s and/or distribute to the committee  

 monitor the email account especially during the fire season for notices from CFA, DEPI, PV and other 

Land Managers and forward relevant notices to members and visitor information centres  

 monitor email account for merchandise orders and forward to publications officer for distribution; 

prepare and maintain a record of sales and simple report to committee  

 prepare meetings agendas and check and edit minutes  

 distribute notices for AGM to all members in a timely way; prepare agenda/collate reports etc   

 maintain records, including correspondence; prepare a simple report for meetings.  

 distribute information to walk leaders, including walks program, registration list, temporary 

membership list etc  

 maintain records of walkers on each walk for insurance, as well as achievement awards. 

Depending on who indicates they are available to 'step up'  to join the new Committee in 2015, it would be 

possible for some of the Secretarial and Presidential roles to be shared by other members or the 

Committee.  Feel free to contact myself, Alison or any of the current GDTA Committee if you are willing 

take on any of these essential roles, big or small, in 2015. 

Finally, my sincere thanks to all Committee members for their many and valuable contributions to GDTA in 

2015.  And have a good break over summer, including walking or riding your bike with family and friends 

along our remarkable tracks. 

Barry Golding,   
GDTA President 

Members News 

Walker of the Year 
Congratulations to Stephen Courtney who received a special award for being the top walker in 2014.  

Stephen completed the most walks in his first year as a GDTA member.  Great effort Stephen!  

Special Award 
New member Rose Perich received an award for being on each walk since joining GDTA. Well done Rose! 

Get Well Wishes 
To Robert Brown, to Ted Dryne and to Graham Noblet.  Hope you’re soon back to fitness and frivolity and 

we hope to see you out and about with us next year. 

New Member 
Welcome to Cecilia Badger.  Great to have you with us and we look forward to seeing you on the tracks 

with us again in 2015. 

 

 
40th Fryerstown Antique Fair -- right on the Goldfields  Track 

Venue: Burke and Wills Hall, Fryerstown 

Saturday 24th of January 2015  to  Monday 26th of January 2015 

Enquiries phone: 5473 4373 
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Bushwalking Victoria’s   Federation Weekend Walk  2015  

GDTA are delighted to announce that we are partnering with Bayside Bushwalking Club to deliver the 2015 

Federation Walk weekend in Daylesford and environs.  GDTA will lead eight walks and Bayside will lead 12 

walks.  The same 20 walks will be offered on Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 and there will be a range from 

easy to more difficult, located in and around the Daylesford bush and nearby areas.  You will be able to 

register for both days or for one day. 

Reserve the FED 15  weekend now:   Friday 23 to Sunday 25 October 2015.  

Base camp for registrations will be the hall at Hepburn Primary School.  Base will be used to start and finish 

walks; for afternoon tea on Saturday and Sunday; and for an informal meal on Saturday evening. 

Planning and organising is well under way, with walk leaders already doing recce walks, maps and write-

ups.  Information will go on the FED15 website – this is built but still being populated, yet to be launched. 

Accommodation 
The organising committee will not do the accommodation bookings.  GDTA members who want 

accommodation in Hepburn or Daylesford should make reservations as soon as possible because of the 

scarcity of accommodation at that time of year.  There is a diverse range of accommodation from which to 

choose – from 5-star hotels to B&Bs to caravans and camping.  You might also consider other nearby 

locations, eg Creswick, Glenlyon, Trentham etc. 

Further information will be in the March 2015 POST.  We’d love to see a big turnout of GDTA members! 

Alison Lanigan 

AGM - Wednesday 25 February 2015 

The Annual General Meeting of the Great Dividing Trail Association Inc will be held at the Lake Daylesford 

Book Barn on Wednesday 25 February 2015, commencing 5.30pm.  GDTA financial members only are 

welcome to attend.  Light refreshments will be served. 

Apologies and acceptances (for catering purposes) by Friday 13 February to Alison Lanigan, GDTA 

Secretary, at gdtatrail@gmail.com or leave a message on the GDTA mobile on 0477 968 579.  As is our 

usual procedure, please leave your contact details in case of a change of arrangements.  

The Business of the meeting will be to: 
 Approve the Minutes of the 2014 AGM  

 Receive and approve the financial and other reports for 2014 

 Adopt new GDTA By Laws 

 Elect the 2015 Committee 

Following implementation of the 2012 Victorian legislation for incorporated associations, the GDTA 

Committee has capacity to approve local By Laws, in line with Bushwalking Victoria and many other 

bushwalking incorporated associations.  These By Laws are local rules and in most cases formalise what 

GDTA already does, including operations, safety and privacy procedures. 

All Committee positions will be declared vacant.  Any financial member may self-nominate or be nominated 

or from the floor of the meeting for any of the following positions: President, Vice-President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Minutes Secretary, and the Committee positions of Archivist, Land Manager Liaison, 

Maintenance, Membership, Newsletter, Publications/Publicity, Track Liaison, Track Surveyor, Webmaster 

and other non-specific positions. 

Nominations may be made beforehand by financial members.  Written nominations, with the name and 

signature of the nominee, and the name and signature of the mover and seconder, should be sent to GDTA 

Secretary, P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363 by Friday 13 February 2015. 

We would welcome new Committee members who have an interest in bushwalking, the building or 

preservation of new tracks and maintenance of existing tracks.  Not all Committee members need to attend 

our monthly meetings. 

Please contact Secretary Alison (0477 968 579) or President Barry (5345 6343) for more information.   

Alison Lanigan, Secretary, GDTA, December 2015  

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
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2015 Walks Program 

The walks program for 2015 is not quite finalised.  There will be approximately 12 walks from late February 

through to early September.   The walks will  include most (if not all) of the walks GDTA will be leading on 

FED 15 weekend (Friday 23 to Sunday 25 October 2015)  as a practice run for leaders and to enable 

members to participate. 

As soon as it is finalised the Walks Program will be posted to the GDTA Website http://www.gdt.org.au, 

and emailed to members in NOTES 

St Georges Lake, Creswick   

As noted in the June and September issues of POST, the Goldfields Track has been diverted around St 

Georges Lake, Creswick while the lake’s 100-year-old dam wall is rebuilt in a multi-million dollar project.  

Alison forwards the latest from the Creswick District News, November 2014: 

Works to rebuild Creswick's St Georges Lake are progressing well after a faulty dam outlet pipe was 
successfully decommissioned in early November.  

District Manager, Tony English said that "Excavation of over 20,000 cubic metres of soil, and the 
permanent sealing of the pipe which ran through the old dam wall, are major milestones towards the 
project's completion.  Thick silt had clogged the pipe, preventing the lake from being properly 
drained". 

The good news is that the lake is now refilling, months sooner than expected. When the project is 
completed walkers can again walk around the lake and other activities such as swimming, fishing and 
canoeing can resume.  There will be a wider beach access beside the barbeque picnic area.  

Some pics from Alison 

A Postrophe  Misuse 

It's a new use for a Goldfields Track post.  

You can just see the yellow top of the GT post at the back of the egg 

box.  

Our President penned a letter about the novel (and inappropriate) use 

of the post and dropped it into the box. 

The GT post is now back to its pristine self. 

Alison 

The location of the post is being kept secret to avoid embarrassment to 

the punctuator, sorry ….perpetrator (Eds) 

http://www.gdt.org.au/
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Morning tea at Junction Pool 

Quarry Picnic Ground 

2014  The Big GDT Circuit:  Walk Reports 

Walk 13  Figure of Eight Walk, Blackwood – 19 October 2014 

This 14km medium-easy walk encompassing the 

Whipstick Circuit Walk and the Heritage River Walk – 

in the valleys of Lerderderg River, Back Creek and 

Whipstick Creek, was led by Richard.  Some 6km 

followed the Lerderderg Track 

 

Photo by Tony:  .... The  bridge over Whipstick Creek, 

returning to the Garden of St Erth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk 14   Werribee Gorge Walk - 2 November 2014 

Five members met at Meikles Point Picnic Area and set off 

on a steady climb to the Quarry Picnic Area for a brief stop 

before continuing upwards to the Park Entrance and another 

climb to the Hanson's Farm ruins.  A quick look around the 

ruins - piles of stones - and we were climbing yet again along 

the fence line of the park perimeter.  Ed asked if we were 

ever going to go downhill and two minutes later his question 

was answered.  Downhill to the Myrniong Creek Crossing 

and onto Centenary Track.  Views of the W James Whyte 

Island Reserve were seen and discussed before moving on 

to Junction Pool for a break. 

From Junction Pool, there was another climb along Centenary Track before joining up with the main 

Werribee Gorge Circuit Track.  This was soon followed by yet another short but steep climb up to Eastern 

Viewpoint where we could see the traffic on 

the Western Freeway and look over the 

area we had already walked.  From there, 

the track was more undulating with a brief, 

windy stop at Picnic Point, overlooking the 

Werribee River and Needles Beach far 

below.  It was then only a short walk to  

Western Viewpoint.  This was the planned 

lunch stop, but a suggestion that we avoid 

this windy area and change the walk to 

include the walk along the river was quickly 

agreed to.  

We therefore made our way down the 

ridgeline to Blackwood Pool and then along 

the river to Needles Beach for lunch in the 

perfect spot.  After lunch we made our way 

along the rocky track with a bit of rock 

clambering to Pyramid rock where we spent 
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Werribee River below Western Lookout  

Lunch at Needles Beach 

Rose at Needles Beach 

five minutes trying to imagine the "Lions Face".  A few minutes later, we were at the well-known cliff face 

where the steel rope came in handy to enable us to safely make our way around the cliff - except that is for 

Ed - who managed to get around without touching the rope (so he claims and as he was at the back, no 

one can dispute his claim!).  From there it was an easy walk along the aqueduct to Meikles and our cars. 

The weather was perfect, particularly for the amount of climbing done in the morning.  Thank you to Rose 

(Perich), Merrin (McTaggert), Bill (Casey) and Ed (Butler) for the good company. 

 
Ron Pearce 
Photos supplied by Ron 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk 15. Firth Park, Wombat State Forest   

23 November 

Now, walkers, THIS is a walk write-up! 

Our walk group was the first to initiate this formula for a walk write-up!  
 

After Ron Pearce’s excellent walk around the Firth Park environs we had a cool drink and something akin to 

afternoon tea at the Pig & Whistle in East Trentham.  The 2014 awards were presented and we still didn’t 

have a walk report ‘volunteer’.  Merrin to the rescue! “Let’s write one sentence each”, she cried 

enthusiastically.  Was this halfway through her second or fourth drink?  Who knows?  Given that – by this 

time – none of us wanted to write it, we loudly agreed.  Well, not too loudly – we were sharing the cosy bar 

with a group of particularly robust-looking bikies sporting a range of art work on their arms and necks.  

Perhaps they were of our vintage, but they didn’t look like they’d take a walk in the park.  

So – here’s our story of the day ... 

And for the bean counters: Yes, I know there aren’t fifteen sentences.  One walker ran away and another 

said she’d send photos.  Thanks to Ron and everyone else, we all had a fun and happy day! 

Alison 

 

 



GDTA POST         DECEMBER 2014 

   7  

Story of the day, straight from The Pig & Whistle 

“What a great finish to the year’s program! 

Fifteen GDTA members met at Firth Park to the surprise of the many campers just waking up for the morning. 

We started off at a brisk pace on the gravel road as we were keen to enjoy the day:  we had the utmost faith in 

our leader, Ron. Go Ron! 

And overhead, there remained the magnificent canopy of gumtrees. 

However, if you looked up you risked disappearing into a 4WD rut. 

The sun, the trees, the birdsong and the company - what a day! 

Merrin is not very popular as it was her idea for us all to contribute!  Some have writer’s block.  The 19
th
 hole is 

very refreshing!! 

Heat, erosion, great company and organisation as usual and a Pig & Whistle Finale! 

A great circuit walk through the messmate forests; a surprising number of plants in flower – probably as many 

as 30.  Interesting to follow the Campaspe River from its source. 

Bad boy Richard tried his hardest to get sent back to the cars, but to no avail, he had to suffer the undulations 

like the rest. 

Merrin, next time you have a light-bulb moment, keep it to yourself. 

Great company with a great walk to finish the Walks Program.  Thanks to Ron and all leaders throughout the 

year. 

Photos (as promised) by Cecilia 
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Plants in flower on the Wombat Forest Walk, 23 November 2014, with thanks to Richard Piesse.  

And more photos of the day, from Ron Pearce 

Acaena novae-zelandiae  Bidgee-widgee 
Bossiaea prostrata  Creeping Bossiaea 
Brachyscome multifida  Cut-leaf Daisy 
Burchardia umbellata  Milkmaid 
Calochilus robertsonii  Purple Beard-orchid 
Cassinia longifolia  Shiny Cassinia 
Cassytha glabella   Slender Dodder-laurel 
Chiloglottis valida   Common Bird-orchid 
Clematis microphylla  Small-leaved Clematis 
Coronidium scorpioides  Button Everlasting 
Craspedia sp   Billy Buttons 
Dianella admixta   Black-anther Flax-lily 
Dillwynia cinerascens  Grey Parrot-pea 
Drosera auriculata  Tall Sundew 
Gahnia radula   Thatch Saw-sedge 
G. sieberiana   Red-fruit Saw-sedge 

Galium gandichandii  Rough Bedstraw 
Geranium potentilloides  Cinquefoil Cranesbill 
Goodenia ovata   Hop Goodenia 
Lagenophora hueglii  Coarse Bottle-daisy 
Lomandra longifolia  Spiny-headed Mat-rush 
Juncus subsecundus  Finger Rush 
Oxalis perennans   Grassland Wood-sorrel 
Poa labillardieri   Common Tussock-grass 
P. sieberiana   Grey Tussock-grass 
Poranthera microphylla  Small Poranthera 
Pultenaea scrabra  Rough Bush-pea 
Stellaria sp.   Chickweed 
Viola hederacea   Ivy-leaf Violet 
Wahlenbergia stricta  Tall Bluebell 
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GDTA Members’ Walk Reports from elsewhere 

Jatbula Trail    by  Merrin and Philip McTaggart      GDTA members 

This walk, in the Nitmiluk National Park, follows the route travelled by generations of Jawoyn people from  

Katherine Gorge to Edith Falls.  A 66km bushwalk over 5 nights/6 days carrying a full pack - with the luxury 

of two guides and organised through World Expeditions/Australian Walking Holidays. 

The trail climbs onto the Arnhem Land Plateau.  There are: panoramic views; Aboriginal rock art; waterfalls 

and deep gorges; cascades and rock pools for swimming along creeks on the plateau; open woodland with 

thick stands of grevillea shrubs and melaleuca tree; and patches of monsoon rainforest. 

The beauty of this walk was in: 

1. Predictable weather - hot, around 33 degrees each day, so beginning walking early in the morning 

was a must.  Nights were cool, and a good sleeping bag was required. 

2. The location of the camping areas - close to swimming holes/waterfalls and rock pools, very welcome 

at the end of the days walking. 

3. Sleeping equipment was limited to tarpaulin and mosquito net, along with sleeping mat and bag. 

4. Clothes could be washed in the afternoon and dried within the hour thus cutting down on the amount 

of clothing required. 

Philip and I both thoroughly enjoyed this walk - it being Philip’s first experience with carrying a full pack and 

camping overnight - and would definitely recommend both the experience and the walking company. 

 

THINK NOW about the Southern Grampians Peaks Trail Walk 2015 

Spectacular three day, medium standard bushwalk – all of it off track – on seldom traversed 
ridges and valleys following the proposed southern route of the Grampians Peaks Trail from 
Yarram Gap to Mt Abrupt.  The walk will be in three sections each of approx. 10km in length, held 
over Melbourne Cup weekend in 2015; i.e. starting early on Saturday 31st October through to the 
afternoon of Monday 2nd November. 

Three walk sections 
 Yarram Gap traversing narrow 400m high ridge to Christobel; 
 Griffin Picnic area to wetland and across foothills of Serra Range to Cassidy Gap; 
 Cassidy Gap climbing steeply up Serra Range to Signal Peak, traverse to Mt Abrupt and down to car park.  

Bushwalking club participation 

 The Southern GPT Walk will only be open to members of BWV bushwalking clubs.  This will ensure 
walkers are fit, experienced and covered by insurance.  

 Participating clubs at this stage are GDTA, Ballarat (BBOC), Grampians/Wimmera; others to be confirmed. 

Group sizes, leaders and booking 
 25 max group size per club with two leaders per group from participating clubs.  
 Two groups could potentially walk each section; i.e. a total of 150. 
 Bookings promoted via participating clubs. It is proposed to explore a central online booking system. 
 Costs yet to be determined. 

Accommodation and Southern GPT Walk HQ 

 Brauer College’s Outdoor Annexe north of Dunkeld has a meeting room and cabins plus kitchen/bathroom 
facilities for up to 40. Otherwise, ample and varied accommodation available in and around Dunkeld for 
self-booking by walkers. 

 The Brauer Outdoor Annexe will function as the Southern GPT Walk HQ, acting as the briefing place and 
start/end point for each of the three days.  
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Transport 

 Car shuttle to and from Brauer Outdoor Annexe. Leaders will provide daily maps and briefing. 

Overall Southern GPT Walk management 

 Walks schedule spread sheet, maps and GPS routes to be supplied. 
 Parks Vic and club liaison undertaken by a committee with reps from Ballarat, GDTA and 

Grampians/Wimmera. 

Contact Gib Wettenhall via email: gdtatrail@gmail.com   or  your designated club rep. 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name/s  

Postal Address 
 

 

Phone Mobile Email 

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !  

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363 

Post all payments to:   GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363 

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS  AMOUNT 

 Family Membership   two family members, $45.00 per annum   

 Additional participating family member   $20.00  

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations)   $50.00 per annum  

 Single Membership   $30.00 per annum  

 Concessional Membership   $25.00 per annum (with Pensioner Card)  

PUBLICATIONS  

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong  to Bendigo)  and 3 Goldfields Track 
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)     $45.00 includes postage & handling 

 

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo)  $29.95 includes postage & handling  

 WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  $ 

TOTAL   $ 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com

