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Wow!  What happened next? —See the report on the St Georges Lake to White Swan Rd Walk by Gib Wettenhall, page 8

PreS|dent’s report

GDTA president Barry Golding has
commissioned the following message from our
special envoy at the North Pole:

And Best Wishes for 2014

2014 Guided Walks Program — The BIG GDT CIRCUIT

The BIG GDT CIRCUIT comprises one to three circuit walks near each of the GDT townships of
Buninyong, Creswick, Daylesford, Castlemaine and Bendigo; followed by four circuits near Blackwood,
Bacchus Marsh and in the Wombat State Forest. FIFTEEN walks in total! All described in this issue of
POST.

Walks will be graded generally as Medium because of the length or the terrain, although there are some
Hard and some Easy sections.

For insurance purposes, each visitor will need to become a GDTA Temporary Member (for one day only).

In the one calendar year:
= Financial Members can have as many walks as they like, at no cost other than their annual subscription.

Bushwalking

GDTA is a member of Bushwalking Victoria Yictoria www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au



http://www.gdt.org.au/
http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/

= Visitors can have up to three walks as Temporary Members at a fee of $5.00 per walk. After that they

must become Financial Members before they walk again with GDTA.
=  Temporary Member fees will count towards payment of the first year’s subscription.

Register with the walk leader by Thursday 8.00pm before the walk.

NOTE: Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change.

Sundays Location Circuit Leader

9 February Ballarat- Yarrowee Bill 0407 347 319

2 March Buninyong Mt Helen - Buninyong Colin 5330 1929

23 March Creswick Mt Beckworth Alison and Brian

13 April Creswick Waters 0477 968 579

4 May Daylesford Sailors Creek Gib 0419 370 342

25 May Chocolate Mill Caroline 0417 113 490

15 June Castlemaine Vaughan Springs Sylvia and lan 5428 7364

6 July Welsh Village Ed 0434 672 392

27 July Spring Gully Mine Neville 0418 558 278 or

Gib 0419 370 342

17 August Bendigo Wellsford Forest Barrie 5449 3286

14 September Diamond Hill/Spring Gully/One Tree Hill Richard 0448 572 867

28 September Blackwood East Walk Ed 0434 672 392

19 October Bacchus Marsh Figure of Eight Richard 0448 572 867

2 November Werribee Gorge Centenary Track Ron 9338 6994

7-8-9 November Rawson, BWC Federation Walk BWV Fed Walk Committee
Gippsland

15 November Berringa to Bill's Essendon Marathon wtcasey@wtcasey.com
Buninyong

23 November Wombat State Firth Park, and.... Ron 9338 6994
Forest Pig & Whistle Hotel Arvo Tea Caroline 0417 113 490

An electronic version of the 2014 program can be downloaded from http://www.gdt.org.au
Postal members will receive a separate copy with this issue of POST.

The Big GDT Circuit 2014: Walk descriptions

They'’re all circuit walks, so no car shuffles.

9 February — Yarrowee Circuit

Approx 15km walk taking in the Yarrowee River and Canadian Creek valleys. Features along the way
include the Redan Wetlands, the old woollen mill, Poverty Point Monument where gold was first
discovered in Ballarat, and the Canadian lakes. The walk is all on formed or paved tracks and is on
gentle grades.

2 March — Mt Helen — Buninyong

Approx 14km easy-medium, through the Union Jack reserve, visiting some old mining areas, to the GDTA
loop track around Federation University (previously Uni of Ballarat) then west for another loop through a
bushland area and to De Sosa Park.
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23 March — Mt Beckworth

Medium/some hard. Walk through the rugged, granite landscape of Mount Beckworth, then steeply uphill
to the summit with some scrambling through granite tors. It's well worth the effort! The summit boasts a
peculiar memorial tree planted early 20th Century to commemorate the Great War, shaped by nature into
one enormous lollypop tree. Descend steeply to the dam and through gentle scrub back to "The Corks".
Google Mt Beckworth Scenic Reserve for Parks Victoria ParkNote that gives information on the Reserve.

13 April — Creswick Waters

There are no naturally-occurring water features in and around
Creswick but most of them have survived and settled well into
the landscape. This is an approx 15km easy-medium walk,
following parts of the Wallaby Track in the Creswick Regional
Park east of Creswick. We’'ll visit Blue Waters, originally a
large gravel pit but now half-filled with blue-green water; see
the largely intact stone and earth wall of Eatons Dam built
during the gold mining era; walk above the northern shore of
Cosgrove Reservaoir, originally built to provide Creswick’s own
water supply; and back to St Georges Lake, built as a mining
dam for the Creswick State Battery. Then to Creswick’s
Chocolate Shop for something other than water.

4 May - Sailors Creek

Approx 14km. Twin Bridges area, contouring high above the creek with wonderful views to a rest stop at
Tipperary Springs with its working mineral water pump. On to Bryces Flat, the climatic interface between
the uphill forests and the box trees of the northern plains. Cross the creek and return along the other side
through mine diggings to Lake Daylesford for a picnic on the lake shore or a light lunch at the quirky Book
Barn café.

25 May — Chocolate Mill

Walk approx 10km through the Dry Diggings Goldfield. We follow the Dry Diggings Track from the
Chocolate mill to Jackson's Lookout, then a short scramble across country on minor tracks to Hunt's dam
and back to the Chocolate Mill, with plenty of time for afters.

15 June — Vaughan Springs

This is a pleasant circular walk that includes Glenluce Springs and several sections along the Loddon
River, including cliffs, lovely pools and river flats. There are many gold rush relics to explore, including
water races, tunnels and many mines. Walking is through a variety of areas including sheltered forest,
pleasant woodlands and along open farmlands on occasion. We hope you can join us on this winter
warm up!

6 July — Welsh Village

Walk approx 10-12 km through the goldfields along the Goldfields Track through the rugged ranges to the
north of Chewton, starting from the remains of the magnificent Garfield Wheel. Walk past more modern
slate mines to the incredible landscape surrounding the Welsh Village, a goldfields mining settlement,
peopled predominantly by Welsh miners from the 1860's onwards. Many pounds of gold were removed
from the mostly deep shaft mine; many remains and ruins to see. Return via ridges and pine forests.

27 July — Spring Gully Mine

Approx 12 km - walk among the mullock heaps and remains of one of the most famous mines in the
Castlemaine district, operating from the 1850s to 1930s. The circuit takes in the deeply eroded Cobblers
Gully (a product of sluicing), a stone walled paddock for mine horses and the summit of The Monk.
Heading back through forest on Dingo Park Rd, we will visit the ruin of a substantial stone chimney for
crushing quartz.

17 August — Wellsford Forest
Approx 12 km, through open grassland forest with Ironbark eucalypts, on wide forest roads.

14 September Diamond Hill etc
Approx 14km circuit walk, taking in the Diamond Hill Historic Reserve and the One Tree Hill Lookout and
passing by the La Trobe University campus. Approx 6.5km is along the Leanganook Track.



28 September — East Walk

Through the rugged Lerderderg Gorge from O'Brien’s Crossing, a steep ascent awaits followed by a long
descent via a rugged ridge to the Lerderderg River, with the track following the route forged by goldminers
into the early 20th century. The walk is steep in places and quite long at about 17km, but very rewarding
with scenery and wildlife.

19 October — Figure of Eight

Approx 14km medium-easy walk encompassing both the Whipstick Circuit Walk and the Heritage River
Walk — in the valleys of the Lerderderg River, Back Creek and Whipstick Creek. Approx 6km is along the
Lerderderg Track.

2 November — Werribee Gorge

The area known as “The Island” in the Werribee Gorge State Park was opened up to the public several
years ago. Tree planting has taken place to overcome the bare look of “the island” and a new track was
opened to enable walkers to get to “the island” safely and enjoy more of this bush area so close to
Melbourne.

We'll climb through The Quarry before making our way to the Park entrance. We will see the ruins of an
old homestead before leaving the Circuit Track and will follow a fence line around the Park perimeter
before crossing Myrniong Creek and climbing to the top of “The Island”. At the top, there is a circuit walk
to take in the 360° views. Descending the island, the walk continues along Myrniong Creek to Junction
Pool for lunch.

After lunch we’ll continue along Centenary Track and climb to the junction with Short Circuit Track. From
here it is downhill to return to the Werribee River.

23 November — Firth Park

Firth Park is situated just off Firth Road, deep within the Wombat State Forest. It has facilities for
camping, picnicking and barbeques, with old forestry equipment for children to play on. With plenty of
parking, the park is an ideal base for bushwalking around the Wombat State Forest.

This walk circuits the forest, making use of logging tracks and roads. Some of the tracks have been badly
eroded and the deep holes left by off road vehicles can be filled with water after rain. These are easily
avoided although boots are recommended. There are no steep climbs involved, just a few undulations.

We'll finish up at the Pig and Whistle for our end-of-year celebration afternoon tea.

2014 Walks Costs

The GDTA Committee has agreed to discontinue the $3.00 walks cost, so from now on you’ll only have to
pay for your annual subscription.

We've also agreed to formalise our previous ‘rule’ that visitors (ie temporary members) can walk with us
on only three occasions, after which they need to become financial members before they can join in
walks. The fee for temporary members has increased from $3.00 to $5.00 but fees paid will be credited
towards the first year’'s membership subscription.

GDTA Heat Policy

Walks will be automatically cancelled on:

e Days of Total Fire Ban

e When DEPI or Parks Victoria have Planned Burns or when there is smoke or fire activity in or near the
area of the walk

e In extreme weather or when extreme weather is forecast

e If the temperature is expected to be 35C or above.

The walk leader may cancel, change, modify or shorten a proposed walk if the combination of the walk
difficulty, distance or terrain and the expected weather conditions gives rise to concern about possible
excessive pressure on walkers. Walkers are expected to wear protective clothing and to carry plenty of
water so that they don’t impose on others or put themselves or others in an unsafe situation.

NB*** The walk leader can refuse to allow a walker to join the group if the walker is considered to be
insufficiently prepared.



Always check before you walk

= Check the left margin on the home page of the GDTA website — http://www.gdt.org.au -where there are
links to current warnings on the CFA website; to warnings, bushfires and incidents on the DEPI (formerly
DSE) website; and to current weather and to weather forecasts.

= Tune in to the emergency broadcasters: ABC local radio, commercial radio and designated community
radio stations; TV Sky News.

» Park and Forest closures = http://www.parks.vic.gov.au or call 13 19 63.

» Road closures and traffic info = http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au .

= Bushfire Information Line = 1800 240 667.

= National Relay Service = 1800 555 677 for callers who are deaf, hard of hearing or who have a speech
or communication impairment.

= Download the FireReady app.

Burns and Fire info

Alison receives emails and phone calls about Planned Burns and Fire Activity in various locations that
may or may not be close to the Goldfields Track or Lerderderg Track or where you live.

Please don’t rely on these emails as your only source of information — sometimes she isn’t available to
immediately send notifications, but she’ll send them to you, to regional visitor information centres and to
GDTA ‘friends’ as soon as she can.

NB *** Please contact Alison at gdtatrail@gmail.com and note your name and the email address that’s
registered with GDTA if you don'’t wish to receive emails.

Hiking and camping in parks and forests: bushfire safety tips for visitors

With concerted sleuthing, Alison located the source of the above brochure and has been distributing
copies with the maps and guides that are ordered via the website.  Unfortunately, we can’t get an
electronic copy, but if you'd like a print version of this handy little brochure you can email Alison on
gdtatrail@gmail.com or, if you'd like multiple copies, request them via http://www.tourism.vic.gov.au (click
on the Business Tools & Support Tab; scroll down to the Order Bushfire Safety Resources link and click
on that — there are other resources available) or contact Tourism Victoria, Level 32, 121 Exhibition Street,
Melbourne 3000, Tel 03 9653 9838.

Level 2 First Aid Revision Class, April 2014

If you have a current Level 2 First Aid Certificate, you're eligible to attend a free one-day revision class to
be held on Saturday 5 April 2014. GDTA is funding this training day for members, including morning tea,
lunch and afternoon tea.

If you’re qualified and interested, please email Alison as soon as possible at gdtatrail@gmail.com or write
to GDTA, P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363 and include your phone number.
*** Numbers are limited so be quick off the mark.

Members update

A very warm welcome to our newest members. To Fran Quigley and Jennifer Wilson — both of whom
walked in Bill's marathon; to Glenda and Ross Dimond, two of our returning members; and to Maggie
Marriott who joined in our Level 2 First Aid course last year — and is already booked into the revision
class scheduled for next April.

This year the GDTA Committee has been heartened by the tremendous support from members who've
renewed their subscriptions even though, for health or distance or various other reasons, they're unable to
come on our walks. Thanks to each of you for renewing your membership, but especially if you’re one of
our loyal members who continue to support us even though your circumstances may have changed.

We were also delighted this year to welcome several ‘returning’ members who had resigned, again for
various reasons, but who have rejoined. So — welcome again, it's great to see your names back on the
membership register.
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AGM - Wednesday 26 February 2014

GDTA members are invited to attend the 2014 AGM to be held on Wednesday 26 February, 5.30 pm at
the Lake Daylesford Book Barn. RSVP by Friday 14 February for catering purposes to Alison Lanigan,
GDTA Secretary, at gdtatrail@gmail.com or 0477 968 579.

The Business of the meeting will be to:

= Approve the Minutes of the 2013 AGM and Minutes of the 2013 Members’ Special Meeting
= Receive and approve the financial and other reports for 2013

= Adopt new GDTA By Laws

» Elect the 2014 Committee

Following implementation of the 2012 Victorian legislation for incorporated associations, the GDTA
Committee approved a number of local By Laws, in line with Bushwalking Victoria and many other
bushwalking incorporated associations. These By Laws are local rules and in most cases formalise what
GDTA already does, including operations, safety and privacy procedures.

Following the GDTA January Committee Meeting, the By Laws will be published on the website and a
copy will be sent to financial members who receive print copies of POST.

All Committee positions will be declared vacant. Nominations can be made from the floor for the
positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Minutes Secretary and the Committee
positions of Archivist, Land Manager Liaison, Maintenance, Membership, Newsletter Editor/s,
Publications/Publicity, Track Liaison, Track Surveyor, Webmaster and other general positions.

We’re not such a weird mob and we’d welcome new Committee members.

All you need is an interest in bushwalking or the preservation of our tracks or the building of new tracks.
Not all Committee members need to attend our monthly meetings.

Please contact Alison (0477 968 579) or Barry (5345 6343) if you’'d like more info.

The year that was: the 2013 Macedon to Buninyong Long Walk

Altogether, 80 walkers participated in the Macedon to Buninyong Long Walk, with most walkers being
GDTA members. We were really pleased with the great support from Ballarat Bushwalking and Outdoor
Club (BBOC), Bunarong BWC and with visitors from Bushwalking Victoria, Echuca BWC and other clubs.

On a damp, grey day in November, the final band of walkers had afternoon tea
in Buninyong and received their certificates after they’d walked to the summit of
Mt Buninyong.

CONGRATULATIONS to the ONE AND ONLY GDTA member who completed
the approx 175km distance: Gabrielle Ford. GDTA members who received
certificates of participation were Caroline Bellair, Ed Butler, Colin Davis, Elaine
Davis, Colin Hancock, Alison Lanigan, Brian Lanigan, Merrin McTaggart, Phil
McTaggart and Richard Piesse.

o e

Gabrielle

Merrin McTaggart received a second Certificate that recognised her strong support for the GDTA — Merrin
was the member who brought the most visitors to walks, most of whom wanted to be there!

Although two early walks had to be rescheduled because of extreme weather and to protect walker safety,
most of this year's walks had good walking weather and ALL walks were enjoyable, with good
camaraderie between everyone. Allin all — it was a very good year.

Thanks to everyone who joined in and we hope to see you on THE BIG GDT CIRCUIT in 2014.
Alison Lanigan, Secretary
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Walk Reports

White Swan Road to Whitehorse Bridge, 29 September 2013

Stage 11 of Macedon-Buninyong Long Walk

The car shuffle having been kindly done for us by Brian Lanigan, Ed Butler, and Colin Hancock, ten of us
set out from White Swan Road. With our leader, Brian, setting a cracking pace (we never slowed below 5
km per hour) we crossed the entire Ballarat urban region, on a very pleasant day, sunny but not too hot.

| think that those of us who had not done this walk before were amazed at how little street walking we did.
It was hard to believe we were crossing such a large town. The Yarrowee Creek took us in to Ballarat
and then led us out again. We had a lovely lunch spot by the creek with a carpet of beautiful white and
yellow flowers (actually onion weed and capeweed) but one could pretend they were snowdrops and
daisies. Personally, my only disappointment was the Redan wetlands where there was very little water
and every known weed. Evidently water is pumped from there to Lake Wendouree which is currently
overflowing. ; e e '

We did the entire 16 km
walk in four hours, with
generous stops for
morning tea and lunch,
and we all enjoyed it.

Good practice for the
coming Marathon walk!

Caroline Bellair

Photo by
Merrin McTaggart, GDTA
member.

Dingley Dell to St Georges Lake, Creswick, 9 November 2013

Stage 9 (re-run) of Macedon to Buninyong Long Walk

On Sunday 3 November, ten hardy souls set out in 10° weather to walk 17 km to St George’s Lake,
Creswick from Dingley Dell Road. The first part was slightly marred by bursts of near horizontal freezing
rain, but as the day progressed the weather improved and as we walked through the bush the scenery
was lovely.

We had lunch at the old Spence homestead, marked by exotic trees. We were the first group using the
new crossing at Jackass Gully, and to continue after that along the old track along the fence line, which is
much pleasanter than walking along the road.

Richard Piesse identified over 30 species of flowers and flowering shrubs along our way, the old Koala
park being especially rich in flora.

Ed showed us a cutmoth, one of the billions devastating our eucalypts at present. | was rather taken by
its bushy yellow eyebrows and volunteered that it was instantly recognisable as someone | knew. This
caused much hilarity when | was shown that it was the same at both ends!

We ended our walk with delicious hot chocolate drinks at Creswick Chocolate Shop; the chilli hot
chocolate being especially warming.

Caroline Bellair

Whitehorse Bridge to Mount Buninyong Summit, 24™ November

Stage 12 (and Final) of Macedon to Buninyong Long Walk

Our final GDTA walk in 2013 from Whitehorse Bridge (over the lower Yarrowee River near Mt Clear) to
the summit of Mount Buninyong attracted nine hardy walkers in a light, misty rain that persisted much of
the day. While the weather actually improved elsewhere, the higher we climbed the mistier it got. We
saw the sunshine for the first time for the day as we re-entered Buninyong for a very enjoyable coffee, at
which signed certificates were distributed to those who had walked all or most of the legs during 2013.



Our sincere thanks to Alison for keeping such good tabs on who walked which sections and for preparing
the Certificates.

The roadside verges on this southernmost (Wallaby Track) section of the Goldfields Track were saturated
and bright green all the way, in contrast to the northernmost sections around Bendigo which have had a
very dry spring and are already a dry brown. For those unfamiliar with this section, around half of it
involves walking the paved walking and cycle track that connects Mt Clear to Buninyong.

The serious climbing starts soon after the beautiful Buninyong Botanical Gardens, where we had a
chance morning tea while sheltering in the rotunda, with an advance party for the Ballarat Ulysses Club
Christmas party ,see http://www.ulyssesclub.org/Whoweare.aspx , 40+ year old bikers and families
committed to ‘growing old disgracefully’. The track beyond the Gardens to the summit of Mt Buninyong,
while steep, is highly recommended if you are looking for a nice day walk up and back. It goes past the
small and historic Gong reservoir (not to be confused with the larger Gong Gong reservoir near White
Swan). The several dry stone walled lanes the track goes through on the way to the foot of the mountain
are really superb. They looked particularly good in the mist with the fog drip off the huge old trees, and
the vistas down the mountain on a good, clear day (which we did not have) are superb.

We stopped at one of the perfect volcanic craters for lunch, and walked the last steep part to the summit
through the huge old forest. There is a high fire tower on top that no one climbed, given the weather
conditions and limited visibility on the day, but provides excellent views on any clear summer or winter’s
day. It was excellent to have our former Treasurer and great friend, Patrick Hope and Richard Piesse join
us for the celebrations afterwards in Buninyong. Patrick only had to walk three blocks. Richard made the
effort of travelling up and back on the train from Melbourne, having had to bow out on this walk while
recovering from an injury.

Our sincere thanks to all walkers and walk leaders for a great 2013 walk program from the top of Mt
Macedon to the top of Mt Buninyong. See the 2014 dates elsewhere in POST and put them in your diary
and encourage others to join us as signed in guests.

Barry Golding, President

St Georges Lake to White Swan Rd 8" September

Stage 10 of Macedon to Buninyong Long Walk

On the September GDTA Slaty Creek walk, we met gold
prospectors Barry and Con. They took us off track to show us
a gold rush Chinese market garden. Barry was a bit of a
showman and showed us how by holding two wires loosely you
divined gold. He had a little nugget in his pocket with which to
'salt' the site. Con, meanwhile, turned his detector on and
starting digging with a pick after the detectors started beeping
rapidly. We gathered round and watched as he dug out pieces

of a plain Chinese urn and finally triumphantly brandished an
antique rusty knife.

Not to be outdone, Barry led us to a nearby large stringybark.
He reached into the tree's fork and came out brandishing a
geolocator, left there by players in that international ‘treasure
hunting' game. An amazing performance experience, which
some in the group of 10 thought the GDTA had arranged, and
were looking forward to future encounters with appropriately
dressed historical figures from Rafaello Carboni to MaryFortune.

There was another 'performance’ on this walk worth recounting, this time from a GDTA member. While
the rest of us waded through the shallows of Slaty Creek, a bold Merrin set off precariously on a log well
above the stream. "Never again," she said to applause as she safely reached log's end.

Gib Wettenhall
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Bill’s 2013 Marathon

Congratulations for yet another great marathon to Bill Casey and his terrific support team, including GDTA
member Sue Baxter who managed the registrations.

Congratulations also to several GDTA members, including six new 2013 members for completing the
course: Sue Baxter, Caroline Bellair, Bill Casey, Laurie Charleson, Elwyn Davies*, Liz Goga*, Merrin
McTaggart*, Ron Pearce, lan McLean, Sylvia McLean, Richard Piesse, Fran Quigley*, Di Tee* and
Jennifer Wilson*. (* = new members 2013)

It was Bill's 20" marathon. Essendon BWC presented him with a 20-year book of photos and anecdotes
including a couple of anecdotes from us and the best wishes and signatures from this year’'s marathoners.

On the Track

| have had two lovely bits of feedback on the GDT. First, |
was out walking and met some Melb Uni Alumni
Bushwalking Club members led by John Langford on the
Wallaby Track. The club members have been walking the
whole of the GDT for the past 12 years and they were full
of praise both for the trail's diversity and upkeep. They
had a copy of the GT walking guide, which they were
using. By the way, this picture is at the junction of our
Wallaby Track with what was once Dingley Dell Rd, now
renamed by the shire as the Wallaby Track (despite our

objections). Melb Uni Alumni Bushwalking Club members led by
John Langford on the Wallaby Track

In the second encounter, 21 kids and 6 staff from

Melbourne Grammar mountain- biked the Wallaby Track from Daylesford to Ballarat and
stayed the night at the Mollongghip Hall. They got the hall contact from the Goldfields
Track guide. They later contacted hall booking officer Viv Dimond to say how much they
enjoyed the track and particularly their night in front of a roaring fire at the hall. Viv even
baked cakes for them and a few of us went down for a chat. | trust she hasn't set too
high a benchmark for the future!?

And ...Soon to be on the Track

GDTA stalwart Neville Fraser has become a bionic man since having his hip successfully
replaced on 21st November. We expect him to revisit past glories by walking the whole
300km length of the GDT in the coming year (or at least the one after!)

Gib Wettenhall

Feedback: You tell us

We appreciate your emails and letters telling us about track issues and we always follow them up and
pass on the information to the appropriate people. Please continue to send us your ‘nice’ emails or notes
that compliment us on something we’ve done — but also, importantly, please continue to tell us where the
tracks and signage need maintenance or improvement.

The BEST details are MGA94 coordinates, or reference to the GT Walking Guide or a GDT map, or
detailed locations. Suggestions to gdtatrail@gmail.com or to GDTA, P O Box 374, Creswick Vic 3363

Survey by Parks Victoria

Please consider completing a Parks Victoria survey that asks Victorians to help shape the future of our
parks. As an incentive to participate, everyone completing the survey by 15 January 2014 can nominate
to receive either a $10 Amazon voucher, a Hoyts movie pass or a $10 credit for a donation to one of a few
charities/non-profit organisations.

The survey is found at:

All you need to do is drag your preferred icons to a map of your area and complete a very short survey.
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Jackass Gully Crossing in Creswick (Wallaby Track) IS open

As we reported in December BWV
News, the Jackass Gully crossing is
now open. The crossing has been
significantly widened and is now a
road, not a track and the soil and
rock fill under the crossing contains
huge drainage pipes. Diversion and
no-go notices have been removed
and the actual Goldfields Track (W G
Spence Walk) in that section of track
can be walked.

Keep a lookout for the Eureka-time E
childhood home site of W G Spence. s S - :
There’s an interpretation sign a few metres in, to the right of the track Refer GoIdfleIds Track Walkmg
Guide pp50-51 Ref 29 or Wallaby Track map ref 29.

Thanks to DEPI Midlands Region who persisted with their insurance claim and then organised the works.

Lerderderg Track: Update and Issues:
From the Blackwood Times
An opportunity for those that care about the Track get involved and fix it ...

Most Blackwood, Bacchus Marsh and district residents are at least aware of the Lerderderg Track, the
80km section of the Great Dividing Trail (GDT) walking track that connects Bacchus Marsh to Daylesford.
In place now for nearly ten years, it has created a wide range of opportunities for local people and attracts
many visitors to come and explore the many ‘hidden treasures’ off the main roads.

For those who are not aware, the Lerderderg Track, marked with distinctive ‘Great Dividing Trail’ posts
and logos, starts at the Bacchus Marsh railway station and ends at Lake Daylesford. From suburban
Bacchus Marsh, it goes under the Western Freeway, through Darley, along Swan’s Road and follows the
Blackwood Ranges Track into the Lerderderg State Park. It then follows a series of picturesque
(occasionally steep) tracks above the southern rim of the Lerderderg Gorge before joining O’'Briens Road
above O’Briens Crossing. The next section from O’Briens Crossing via Blackwood to Simmons Reef (past
the Garden of St Erth) hugs the contours and former gold mining races along the beautiful valley of the
Lerderderg River, before climbing up from Nolan’s Picnic Ground to the high top of the Great Dividing
Range near the former wartime ‘Balt’ forest camp. The final section through the Wombat Forest into
Daylesford goes past Jubilee Lake. In summary, it follows a stunning route through some beautiful forest,
river and gorge country, very diverse vegetation, landscapes, historic features and small communities,
including the many services and attractions at Blackwood, close to the track’s midway point.

A lot of residents may not be aware that the GDT is a 21 year-old, community owned and managed
organization, with members and an elected Committee. They are responsible for the posts and the maps.
In recent years the three other, north-south sections of the GDT connecting Bendigo and Ballarat via
Castlemaine, Daylesford and Creswick, right through to Mt Buninyong have been significantly upgraded,
with local, state and federal government support. The original walking track (with appropriate diversions)
has now been rebadged as the Goldfields Track, and is now adapted to safely accommodate mountain
biking. This upgrade has been encouraged and strongly supported by the local government areas along
the Goldfields Track.

Meantime the Lerderderg Track has not had the same ‘TLC’ for essential maintenance and upgrade, and
is at some risk of becoming something of an ‘ugly duckling’, in the words of its current President, Barry
Golding. He pointed out that the Blackwood community committee that used to meet regularly with the
GDT and land managers is no longer active. The Bacchus Marsh and District Tracks and Trails group has
previously restricted its interest mainly to the urban areas around Bacchus Marsh.

Parts of the Lerderderg Track have been out of action for extended periods after damage by bushfires
and floods in recent years. Some have still not been reopened, and other sections through Darley and



along Swan’s Road are not clearly marked or properly maintained. To make matters worse, funds for
essential maintenance of the track by State government land managers have become even more limited.

The Great Dividing Trail Association Committee, which has a formal duty of care to those who use and
still enjoy parts of the track, has expressed a strong desire that the community along the track get more
actively involved in the track during 2014. In late 2013 it temporarily withdrew the Lerderderg Track map
from sale, since some sections of the track are not currently properly marked or maintained. The GDT
Committee is concerned that there are very few current or active GDT members along the track, and that
the Moorabool Shire has been out ‘of the loop’ in recent years, despite early, strong support for the track
construction, proudly opened in 2005 by former Victorian Governor, John Landy and GDT Track
Ambassador Steve Moneghetti.

Barry Golding, President of GDTA said this week that “In a worst-case scenario, if there is not sufficient
local, community or state government ownership, interest and support in maintaining the track during
2014, it could be that the Lerderderg Track will languish to a point that a decision might be made by
GDTA to decommission it.”

Meantime, GDTA recently decided to help fund a ‘track audit’ of what would need doing (and what it might
cost) to get the Lerderderg Track back in good order. The GDTA Committee is at pains to stress that the
track is still an important and valuable resource.

If you want to help in some way or have advice on how to improve the Lerderderg Track, or want your
organization to help out, feel free to contact Barry Golding as GDTA President via barry@cbl.com.au

When we have more information we'll publish it in Track Updates on the home page of our website -
http://www.qdt.org.au.

In the meantime we recommend that the Lerderderg Track should only be walked by very
experienced walkers who have good GPS skills and equipment.

2014 Dates to note

New Year’'s Day
Australia Day

Wednesday 1 January
Sunday 26 January (Monday 27 January — day in lieu)

Labour Day Monday 10 March
Good Friday Friday 18 April
Easter Monday Monday 21 April
Daylight Saving ends Sunday 6 April
ANZAC Day Friday 25 April

Mothers’ Day

Queen’s Birthday
Fathers’ Day

AFL Grand Final
Daylight Saving begins
Melbourne Cup Day
Remembrance Day
Christmas Day

Boxing Day

Essendon Marathon
Federation Walk

Daylight Saving ends Sunday 6 April ¥ ;:

Sunday 11 May
Monday 9 June

Sunday 7 September
Saturday 27 September
Sunday 5 October
Tuesday 4 November
Tuesday 11 November
Thursday 25 December
Friday 26 December

Saturday 15 November
Weekend of 8-9 November (to be confirmed)

L3

(move clocks back one hour)

Daylight Saving begins Sunday 5 October

(move clocks forward one hour) ol


http://www.gdt.org.au/

Join the Falls Creek Summer Hawkweed Survey Volunteer program
NOW OPEN to book

Hello Past and Future Volunteers,

My name is Yohanna and | would like to introduce
myself as the new Volunteers Co-ordinator for the
Hawkweed Survey at Parks Victoria, Mount Beauty. . .
Just letting you know that the 2013/2014 summer season of the FaIIs Creek Volunteer Hawkweed Survey, is now
open for volunteer recruitment and we would love for you to spread the word and to have you on board the team!
As you may already know, Hawkweeds are a highly invasive pest plant species, which can cause major
environmental damage in alpine & sub-alpine areas of Australia, if not eradicated early. Participating in the Falls
Creek Volunteer surveys are a great way to help save the Victorian Alps from this dangerous weed, as well as a
fantastic opportunity to enjoy the magnificent alpine environment during the green summer months.
Accommodation has kindly been provided by Falls Creek Resort Management. Breakfast, morning & afternoon tea
will be provided each day.

Session 3: Monday 6th - Friday 10th January 2014 (Places available)

Session 4: Monday 13th - Friday 17th of January 2014 (Places available)

Session 5: Monday 20th - Friday 24th of January 2014 (Places available)

If you, your friends, family or colleagues would like to attend, please contact me to book a place and provide the
number of participants attending with you, their names and emails as soon as possible.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me via my email yohanna.aurisch@parks.vic.gov.au and | will
endeavour to contact you as soon as | am back in the Parks office, as | am normally out in the field and my mobile
reception is limited. Thank so much, the volunteer surveys are an important part of the program & we appreciate
your assistance. Hope to see you out in the field.

Yohanna Aurisch

Volunteers Co-ordinator - Hawkweed Survey Program

Parks Victoria - Mount Beauty

E: yohanna.aurisch@parks.vic.gov.au M: 0427387806

Discounts

As a GDTA financial member you are also a member of Bushwalking Victoria (BWV). Your BWV card
enables you to obtain discounts from several, mainly Melbourne-based, retailers of bushwalking
equipment and services. You will need to show your current BWV card to be eligible for any discounts.

TRAVEL
Outdoor Travel 5% on Outdoor Travel tours and all reservations made directly with the office at Bright. Check
their website or join their email newsletter subscription list for tours and current deals.
http://outdoortravel.com.au or phone 1800 331 582 or email info@outdoortravel.com.au
Discovery Holiday Parks — Cradle Mountain — 20% off shoulder and low season rates (16 April-21 December).
Contact Claire 03 6492 1289, 1800 068 574
Phillip Island Nature Parks — 10% discount off 3 Parks Pass ticket. Includes Penguin Parade, Churchill Island and
Koala Conservation Centre. Tickets valid for six months

GEAR (RP = Regular Retail Price. Does not include sale or consignment items or hire gear
AJAY’s Snow and Country Sports: Heathmont. 10% off RRP
Bogong Equipment: Melbourne. 10% off RRP
EMC, Eastern Mountain Centre: Deepdene. 10% off RRP
Escape 2: South Wharf DFO, Shop TG30, 20 Convention Centre Place South Wharf. 20% off
Escape 2: Moorabbin DFO. 20% off
Melbourne Map Centre: Malvern East 5% discount
Outsports: Moorabbin. Ask for Priority discount for a great deal
Paddy Pallin: Melbourne, Hawthorn and Ringwood. 10% off RRP
The Wilderness Shop: Box Hill. 10% off RRP
Smitten: Tasmania. Merino wear for the outdoors. 15% off RRP. To order email http://smittenmerino.com
Woodslane Walking Guides. 20% discount for online orders. Note there is a $5 shipping charge for each order
under $100, free shipping for anything over $100. Quote “Walking” at the checkout to obtain your discount :
https://secure.woodslaneonline.com.au/promotion/walking/woodslane-walking-guides
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS

AMOUNT

Family Membership two family members, $45.00 per annum

Additional participating family member $20.00

Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

Single Membership $30.00 per annum

Concessional Membership $25.00 per annum (with Pensioner Card)

PUBLICATIONS

SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong to Bendigo) and 3 Goldfields Track
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)  $45.00 includes postage & handling

GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling

WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling

LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine-Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford — Bacchus Marsh) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance

TOTAL

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name/s

Postal Address

Phone Mobile Email

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !

Post all payments to: GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick Vic 3363

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au

POST 2013 — Back copies

March:

June:

http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/POST-March-2013.pdf
http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/POST-June-2013.pdf

September: http://gdt.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/POST-September-2013.pdf
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