
 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

President’s Report ........................................... 3 

GDTN Maintenance ........................................ 4 

Making Daylesford’s natural beauty more 

accessible........................................................ 6 

GDT 400 Bike packing Event Covers the 

Entire GDTN .................................................... 7 

Walk Report: Bendigo Bushland Trail and 

Spring Gully ..................................................... 8 

Ride Report: Bendigo Bushlands Trail .......... 10 

Walk Report: Merin Merin Swamp ................ 12 

Merin Merin Swamp ...................................... 14 

 

Front Cover: Stylish rusted metal posts have 

been installed along the Peppertree Walk in 

Bacchus Marsh as part of the final stages of 

the Lerderderg Track refurbishment. (Photo: 

Shire of Moorabool). 

Back Cover: Spring wildflowers blossom in the 

Tarilta Creek gully (Photos: Margaret Hodge). 
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Some of my GDTA friends will know that I 

fractured my ankle on ANZAC Day and spent 

much of the initial pandemic lockdown isolated 

and immobilised. However, I’m back on my 

feet and enjoying bush walking as part of my 

rehabilitation. 

Work on our walk and ride circuits booklet is 

continuing. (See story p 6.) I’ve been involved 

in “stress testing” some of the proposed walks. 

Last weekend I walked the Tarilta Creek circuit 

with my wife, Margaret Hodge. The Creek gully 

was spectacular with wild flowers blooming 

and a good flow in the Creek. Margaret has 

put together a collage of flower photos from 

our walk for the back cover of this issue. 

On one of my recent walks along the Wallaby 

Track, I found a trail marker at the location of 

the launch of the GDT. Barry Golding was kind 

enough to respond to my inquiries about same 

by drafting a piece about that day in 1997. I’ll 

save it for publication on our 30
th
 anniversary. 

On a similar note, in discussing a potential 

circuit walk with Gib Wettenhall, he referred 

me to one of Tyrone, T. Thomas’ books, “60 

walks in Central Victoria’s Gold Fields and Spa 

Country” published in 1994. In it, Tyrone 

states, “A Great Dividing Trail in the goldfields 

and spa country has been proposed and 

during 1993 work actually started on the track. 

Some financial and route access problems 

saw work stop soon afterwards but hopefully a 

resumption of work is likely.” Thanks to good 

leadership, sound financial management and 

persistent negotiation with key stakeholders, 

the problems have been solved and Tyrone’s 

vision has been achieved. 

Happy trails!  
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I forgot that in the real world everything moves 

in cycles. Last POST, I wrote that the COVID-

19 pandemic was on the wane. Little did I 

realise that we would go into a second 

lockdown and have to suspend all operations 

for who knows how long. 

The August Walk was cancelled and the 

September one now has to go the same way. 

But the first two winter walks went ahead as 

did the mountain bike ride around Bendigo led 

by MTB committee member, Ken Dowling. 

Mick Evans led a small group around the 

Bendigo Bushland Trail in June. The weather 

was warm and the air was alive with ironbark 

blossoms and the colourful screeching of 

rainbow lorikeets. It was the first GDTA Walk 

that Mick had led and he prepared 

conscientiously, ensuring all went smoothly. 

In mid-winter, Barry Golding took us into 

warmer climes north of Clunes. Two groups of 

10 (as per COVID-19 rules) circled the Merin 

Merin Swamp in opposite directions seeking 

Aboriginal ring trees. Most satisfying and the 

huge old red gums were like gnarled giants. 

Reports for both Walks are in this POST.  

Finally, I can report that the reposting and 

updating of the signage on the Lerderderg 

Track between Daylesford and Bacchus Marsh 

are both now complete. Ed Butler has just one 

last display panel to plant at the Bacchus 

Marsh trailhead, which will be done when the 

lockdown ends. Unfortunately, our plans to 

launch the refreshed 87km Lerderderg Track 

arm of the GDTN have been pushed back to 

next autumn as a result of the uncertainty that 

the pandemic continues to engender. 

Thanks to the Daylesford District Community 

Bank, we have received a grant of $8,000 to 

publish a booklet of short circuit walks and 

bike rides for residents and visitors to the 

Daylesford region. (See story page 6.) This 

was long a dream of our founding Treasurer, 

Pat Hope. The booklet’s 20 day walks and 10 

bike rides will focus on circuits within a 25km 

radius of Daylesford. We hope to have a draft 

by Xmas and to print copies for sale (with a 

discount price for members!) by next March. 

Talking about merchandise, Ken Dowling is 

immersed in the back end of the GDTN 

website upgrading our e-commerce 

functionality. It’s the final piece in our website 

upgrade and will improve product display in 

the Shop and make it easier to access 

Membership. Ken has taken over the Shop 

from Ali Lanigan, who is stepping back from 

managing our online product sales. She has 

kept her place on the committee and we still 

have access to her wealth of knowledge on 

governance. 

A victim of COVID, the September Walk has, 

unfortunately, been cancelled. But I’m looking 

forward to catching up with you at the 

members’ annual walk and a picnic lunch, 

hopefully on Sunday October 25
th
. There’s a 

get-out-and-about date to add to your diary! 

Watch your emails and our Facebook page for 

details. 

 

Gib searches for the source of the Loddon River 

for a new walk for the circuits booklet. 

 



 

 

In the last issue of the POST, we reported the 

wanton destruction of virtually every post 

between Wombat Station and Mullins Dam on 

the Wallaby Track section of the Goldfields 

Track (GT). In June, a GDTA maintenance 

team of five members enthusiastically tackled 

the re-construction and repair work.  Wet 

winter conditions made vehicle access difficult 

particularly for drivers in conventional vehicles. 

The GT in the damaged section was dotted 

with deep water-filled ruts. However, Ed Butler 

led by example and other drivers followed. No 

difficulties were insurmountable.     

Nine posts were replaced in about half a day 

and all participants were sporting self-

congratulatory smiles as they left for home. 

 

The Shires of Hepburn and Moorabool have 

jointly funded panel display signs that have 

been placed at Daylesford (Bridport St 

Lookout), Lake Jubilee (at the BBQ shelter) 

and at Blackwood (in the park opposite the 

Blackwood Hotel. Another sign is to be placed 

in Bacchus Marsh later in the year or as the 

work proceeds. 

The Lerderderg Track refurbishment is all but 

complete. During the lockdown work 

proceeded at pace from Mt Blackwood to 

Bacchus Marsh. All posts and signage have 

been upgraded. The Shire of Moorabool has 

also completed its portion called the 

Peppertree Walk along the Werribee River in 

Bacchus Marsh. Stylish, rust-effect posts with 

our logo to mark the way. (See cover photo.) 

 

 

The track mostly follows the old route down 

the ridge above Lerderderg Gorge then along 

Swan’s Rd to Bald Hill. In the suburbs of 

Bacchus Marsh, the track diverges from the 

original route and now follows Halletts Way to 

the centre of town. The track then follows the 

Peppertree Walk along the Werribee and 

across Maddingly Park to the railway station. 

Unfortunately this removes a novel feature of 

the LT. Until now, we had the only bush 

walking track to pass its own McDonalds. We 

all have to make sacrifices! 

Ian Scott rests against the finishing post as the 

Lerderderg Track refurbishment project reaches 

Bacchus Marsh Railway Station  (Photo: Ed 

Butler). 

Bill Casey (left) and Mike Gustus  install a 

replacement post on the Wallaby Track 

(Photo Gib Wettenhall). 



 

 

We have removed some confusion for cyclists 

in the Blackwood township area. We have 

replaced signage to make the Walking and 

Cycling routes more easily distinguished from 

one another. 

The only minor task left is to put up a display 

panel in Bacchus Marsh. This will be done 

once the COVID numbers in Bacchus Marsh 

have tapered off. 

The GDTA has also discovered that we 

inadvertently crossed private land near the 

Garden of St Erth in Blackwood. We will sort 

out a working party to rectify this once we are 

allowed to meet and mix a little more closely. 

A recent inspection of the Goldfields Track 

(GT) in Creswick Regional Park between St 

Georges Lake and Slaty Creek Camping 

Ground No 1 found that the condition of the 

track is now a major concern.  The comments 

below refer to the GT walk route as the cycle 

route officially bypasses the worst parts, 

although there is evidence that many bike 

riders use the walk route to avoid Slaty Creek 

Road. 

Parts of the GT are almost impassable 

because of heavy impact use by 4WDs and 

motor bikes. In places, the track is little more 

than a deep layer of mud which can only be 

traversed with great care.  On steeper sections 

the clay surface is often extremely slippery, 

and walkers would well be advised to use 

walking poles.  The worst section is Longs 

Gully.  The steep grades and the unstable 

condition of the soil have made the Gully 

susceptible to severe vehicular damage.  

The current wet winter has been a contributing 

factor but the Goldfields Track is promoted as 

an attractive walking and cycling experience 

and should be accessible year round. Parks 

Victoria (PV) has always been supportive of 

the GT through the Park and the availability of 

PV staff to attend to maintenance matters that 

the GDTA raised has been prompt and 

effective.  However, the resources available to 

PV are limited and action is needed urgently to 

maintain the GT in Creswick RP in reasonable 

condition for walkers and cyclists.  

 

 

The maintenance of the Goldfields Track along 

the Eureka and Wallaby Tracks is managed  

by regular GDTA patrols and working bees. 

Track maintenance at the Castlemaine-

Bendigo end has been an ad hoc responsibility 

of mountain bike groups who regularly ride the 

track.  As with the southern group, the relevant 

land manager carries out the larger 

maintenance tasks. Simpler maintenance is 

done by the riders with the consent of the land 

manager.   

Most of the Leanganook Track is shared use, 

but where it is walker-only, the riders don’t 

normally get to see it. To address this problem, 

I have been in touch with a bushwalking friend 

who resides in Bendigo and is willing to do 

regular patrols of the Goldfields Track in the 

Bendigo area.  Mike Hayes, the local Parks 

Victoria ranger and Goldfields Tourism Inc. 

committee member is also keen to help. 

Maintenance arrangements along the whole of 

the GT have been delayed by the current 

pandemic but will move forward when 

restrictions are lifted. We have access to two 

work crews from Work for Victoria, an 

employment program created in response to 

the current pandemic. One team will work out 

of Parks Victoria Creswick depot and the other 

from the Castlemaine depot. 

GT track damage near Creswick (Photo 

Bill Casey). 



 

 

 

We are very pleased to announce that the 

GDTA was successful in attracting a grant of 

$8000 from the Bendigo Community Bank, 

Daylesford District to support publication of a 

booklet of walks and mountain bike rides in the 

Daylesford area. This will realise a long-time 

dream of founding GDTA treasurer, Pat Hope. 

We have acknowledged for many years that 

producing maps and descriptions of circuit day 

walks or rides would make the forests and gold 

rush era features of our region much more 

accessible for weekend recreation. Most of our 

trail guides and maps focus on the long 

distance Goldfields and Lerderderg Tracks but 

weekend visitors usually want only to do a day 

walk or a half day walk. And they want to start 

and finish at the same place because there’s 

nothing more irritating than a car spending 

good walking or riding time doing a car shuttle!  

A subcommittee is working through the details 

of the booklet which will include 20 day walks 

and 10 mountain bike rides within a 25km 

radius of Daylesford. Each circuit description 

will include highlights of the walk, detailed 

directions, photos of two or three highlights 

and a detailed contour map. The 80-page 

booklet will be A5 format, colour printed on 

quality paper and coil bound. Some members 

will be familiar with the Federation Walks 

booklet we produced in 2015. The new booklet 

will be similar in presentation but will have a 

binding like the Goldfields Track Guide. 

Proofing of the circuits is at an advanced 

stage. Some members have volunteered to 

walk or ride the circuits to “stress test” the 

documentation so that we can have full 

confidence in the usability of the descriptions. 

The booklet is expected to be a popular 

publication given Daylesford’s high level of 

visitation and outstanding position astride the 

top of the Divide. The focus on Daylesford also 

makes sense because it’s also the hub of our 

track network and it’s where our committee 

meets. 

Former Hepburn Shire CEO and now 

volunteer at the Daylesford Information Centre, 

Victor Szwed said, “Tourists are crying out for 

a publication like this. So many of the maps we 

offer in the Tourist Information Centre are poor 

quality, photocopied sheets. This booklet will 

be a very popular item.”  

The booklet is planned for publication in 

autumn next year. We hope it will act as a 

perfect panacea to the pandemic. 

 

Bill Casey has been working on maps for the 

circuit walks and Ken Dowling has been 

preparing cycling maps. This map by Bill 

Casey charts the proposed Tarilta Creek 

Circuit (Map: Bill Casey). 



 

 

Cyclists assemble in front of the Bendigo Railway station for the start of the 2019 GDT 400. 

The GDT 400 is a bike packing event which 

has been running for the past seven years. 

The route follows the Goldfields Track from 

Bendigo to Castlemaine, Daylesford, Creswick 

and Ballarat. It follows back roads from 

Ballarat to Bacchus Marsh and then follows 

the Lerderderg Track back to Daylesford. The 

event finishes at the Castlemaine Railway 

Station. Twenty to thirty participants are 

attracted to the gruelling event each year. 

Subject to COVID restrictions, the 2020 race 

will start at the Bendigo Railway Station at 

9:30 am on October 31. 

Lewis Ciddor, the event organiser said that the 

event, usually held in the autumn, is being held 

in spring for the first time. “We wanted to avoid 

some other endurance events that are held in 

autumn and we think the timing is good. The 

tracks should be firm in late October, the 

forests will be lush and green and the 

wildflowers will be out.” 

Participants download a GPX file which 

defines the course. Event organiser, Louis 

Ciddor, is aware of recent rerouting of the 

GDTN for cyclists and will work with GDTA 

map makers to ensure that cyclists avoid 

sensitive walking tracks.  

Progress is monitored for all entrants in the 

event by Spot Messenger or Garmin GPS 

tracking linked to a website where “spectators” 

can monitor progress of the cyclists. 

The GDT 400 is an “unsupported” bike packing 

event which means that cyclists carry their 

own food, drink and camping equipment but 

are permitted to purchase food and beverages 

along the way. Clearly, the less a cyclist 

carries, the faster they can travel so 

participants need to plan carefully and assess 

their capability accurately to achieve an 

optimal result. Most participants require two to 

three days to complete the event but the race 

record is 22 hours and 48 minutes. 

Lewis, who is also the race record holder, said, 

“When I did the event in 22 hours, I just took a 

space blanket in case I needed to have a rest 

along the way. People who plan to take two to 

three days obviously need to take more food 

and equipment which makes progress slower.” 

 “Bike packing is an endurance cycling event 

which is growing in popularity”, said Lisa 

Jacobs, GDTN MTB Ambassador. “It’s 

awesome that cyclists in this event get a 

chance to explore the whole of the Great 

Dividing Trail Network.” 

Entry to the event is free. For more 

information, particularly regarding travel 

restrictions and limitations on sporting events 

and group sizes as COVID restrictions are 

lifted, see the GDT 400 Facebook page.  

 

http://www.maprogress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/bendigo-railway-station/gdt-400-2020/207623070488113/


 

 

 

On a pleasant, sunny but cool day, a group of 

seven set out on the Bendigo Bushland Trail 

from Spring Gully. Lower numbers than usual 

probably reflected COVID-19 concerns and the 

distance to travel to the northernmost reaches 

of the Goldfields Track.  

Walkers started from the car park at Spring 

Gully Reserve and were welcomed by the 

raucous noise of the local bird life mainly 

comprising Musk Lorikeet and Red Wattle Bird 

attracted to the flowering Red Ironbark. 

The walk is semi-urban in that it skirts the 

suburbs but passes through bushland that is 

recovering from the ravages of gold mining. 

The path started upward on a narrow uneven 

track to Diamond Hill, the highest point of the 

walk, offering great views over the eastern and 

southern parts of Bendigo and beyond. From 

there we followed the water race through 

former gold mining relics and  were informed 

of historic sites by the very knowledgeable Ed 

Butler. 

We walked on to a lunch stop at Salomon 

Gully Flora Reserve, an area noted for 

wildflowers. 

We continued to Spring Creek via the Bendigo 

cemetery for a nice stroll back to cars where 

we could appreciate recent work that has 

transformed the creek into a vibrant linear 

park. 

 

 

 

Lunch stop in Salomon Gully Flora Reserve (Photo: Mick Evans) 



 

 

 

 

Bendigo Bushlands Trail: Top: Admiring the wildflowers in the bush along Spring Gully; Middle: First 
break enjoying views at Diamond Hill; Bottom: Christine leading the way on the pleasant bush trail. 

(Photos: Mick Evans) 

 



 

 

The Bendigo Bushlands Trail ride on June 28 

was a great day out in the sunshine riding 

through an area of great diversity. The ride 

started from Crusoe Reservoir on the BBT on 

undulating gravel tracks though box-ironbark 

forest. “Orienteer” Ken Dowling soon led the 

group past the first required turn to clock up 

one of several navigational errors for the day.  

Along the ride, tracts of bush are interlaced 

with busy roads, commercial or urban private 

land, many aqueduct crossings and huge 

mullock heaps, the remnants of gold mining 

operations. We sped along gravel roads and 

paved cycle paths, alongside railway lines and 

creeks.  

Engineering works along the way are 

impressive. The old brick walls of the Crusoe 

Reservoir, its large gate valve and the huge 

bluestone storm water drains indicate 

admirable craftsmanship. 

The area has a history of intensive gold 

mining, forestry and eucalyptus oil production 

but more recent conservation efforts have 

turned many of these former wastelands into 

welcome reserves. 

Bendigo CBD was busy with people enjoying 

the outdoors on a sunny day with relaxed 

COVID restrictions. After a good ride, the last 

climb back up to Crusoe was thankfully short.  

It’s great to ride with a group of people who set 

a challenging pace and it’s so very good for 

the body and mind to be out in the fresh air. It 

was a very interesting and enjoyable ride. 

 

 

The peloton prepares for departure on the Bendigo Bushlands Trail Rid  (Photo: Mike Gustus). 



 

 

 

 

Bendigo Bushlands Trail Ride: (Top to bottom) Riders pause for a photo op while crossing Specimen Hill 

Channel, Kangaroo Flat (Photo: Ken Dowling). Mullock heaps are a feature along New Chums Track, Maiden 

Gully  (Photo: Ken Dowling). Lunch break by Specimen Hill Channel, Sparrowhawk (Photo: Mike Gustus). 



 

 

On Sunday 26 July 2020, a glorious, sunny 

day, probably the warmest day of the entire 

winter, Barry Golding and Gib Wettenhall led a 

group of 19 walkers around Merin Merin 

Swamp, about 6km due north of Clunes. 

To comply with social distancing requirements, 

the group was split in two and from the starting 

point, groups walked in opposite directions 

around the Swamp. There are no defined 

tracks but the swamp is currently dry, the 

landscape is wide open and it is an easy 

matter to find a route. Both groups tended to 

walk from one landmark Red Gum to the next, 

admiring each magnificent tree in turn. 

The swamp is an important site for Aboriginal 

Australians and includes many indications of 

their use of the land. A scar on a River Red 

Gum indicates a probable canoe or shield 

construction and numerous strap-grafted gums 

suggest places of importance to Indigenous 

people. Each walking group found what they 

believed to be an Aboriginal oven mound and 

there was much heated (and unresolved) 

discussion about which one was authentic. 

The beautiful day, the magnificent River Red 

Gums and the broad, uninterrupted horizons 

left an indelible impression on the walkers.  

The entry point is at the intersection of Wattle 

Gully Rd and Weathersons Rd. Allow half a 

day for an 8km circuit of the swamp including 

rest breaks. Be sure to visit the summit of Mt 

Glasgow on your way home to enjoy an 

outstanding view of the surrounding country. 

 

Ed Butler maintained that the mound on the left was an Aboriginal oven mound (Photo: Gib Wettenhall). 

Barry Golding disagreed, saying that the blackened soil of the mound on the right was a certain indication 

of its authenticity (Photo: Jane Osborn). 



 

 

 

     

 

 

Top: Walkers bag another peak. The “summit” of Merin Merin Swamp rises about 1m above the surrounding 

wetlands (Photo: M. Hodge). Middle left: Margaret Hodge enjoys a quiet moment in the company of an 

ancient  Red Gum.  Middle right: POST Editor Tim Bach has a first big hit-out after an ankle fracture (Photos: 

G. Wettenhall). Bottom: The Swamp offers 360° views from just about everywhere (Photo: G. Wettenhall). 



 

 

Merin Merin Swamp. (Photo: Margaret Hodge) 

Merin Merin Swamp is a hidden and rarely 

visited wetland gem, now thankfully in public 

ownership, around 15km by road north of 

Clunes.  

Merin Merin Swamp ,together with nearby 

Middle Swamp, receives water via seasonal, 

runoff from surrounding volcanic scoria cones 

and plains. Both swamps are locally important 

due to their high wildlife value.  

The swamp was an important area for 

Indigenous people prior to contact. There are 

several strap-grafted gums in the area as 

signposts of places of importance to Aboriginal 

Australians. The area was a rich food source 

and oven mounds in the swamp and nearby 

suggest that the swamp was used for seasonal 

gathering of birds and eggs.  

Previous land use included grazing  and timber 

harvesting around the shoreline during the 

gold rush era. In 1977, the area was made into 

a State Game Reserve and is now managed 

by Parks Victoria.  Sheep grazing was phased 

out and ended in 1980. In 1989, 20 adjacent 

allotments totalling 202 hectares were bought 

by the state government on the basis that the 

area was of considerable value to wildlife, both 

for local and resident birds and also for 

migratory and nomadic species. 

This delightful, shallow, freshwater marsh 

contains a combination of Woodland 

dominated by Eucalyptus camaldulensis (Red 

Gum) and Open-Sedgeland dominated by 

Juncus (rushes), Carex (sedges), and 

Eleocharis (spike rushes). The swamp 

contains high habitat values due to the mixed 

age classes of Red Gums present and 

connection to the west with state forest. There 

is a very high proportion of introduced species, 

particularly Phalaris (Canary Grass) due to the 

swamp’s long grazing history. Recent 

extensive planting of local native species on 

the margins of the reserve has begun to 

enhance natural regeneration and its value as 

wetland habitat. 

The swamp is currently dry probably due in 

part to drain construction to improve 

agricultural use post-contact and in part to 

climate change. The swamp has not been 

inundated since 2001. 

Merin Merin Swamp was included in the 

“Peaks, Wetlands & Rivers” virtual tour 

produced by Hepburn Shire for Reconciliation 

Week 2020. Part Two of the series, “Merin 

Merin”, narrated by Dja Dja Wurung elder, 

Uncle Ricky Nelson, introduces the cultural 

importance of the wetlands for Aboriginal 

people. More information is available at 

www.barrygoanna.com.

https://youtu.be/qmfhOxb2pAM
https://youtu.be/qmfhOxb2pAM
file:///C:/Users/Tim/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.barrygoanna.com


 

 

 River Red Gums are a predominant feature of the Swamp. Top: Strap-grafted Gum  (Photo: Ed Butler). Bottom 

Left: An ancient, sculpted trunk.. Bottom Right: Red Gums dominate the sky (Photos: Margaret Hodge). 



 

 

 


