
 
 
 
 
 GDTA POST  

Leanganook Track Closure 

The GDT is closed on Mount 
Alexander until 15th September. A 
deviation is in place, Parks Victoria 
has placed deviation signs at Joseph 
Young Drive, below and west of Lang’s 
Lookout; and also beneath the largest 
communication tower on the east side 
of the top of the mountain. 
Care should be taken if near the 
construction site. 
 

Mount Macedon Regional 
Park Walk 

Saturday 13th August 2005 meet at 
Macedon Railway Station, (east side 
of rail line in Smith St. opposite the 
Hotel) for a car shuffle. Walk is 
approx 18km, very steep in the first 
3km & last 4 km, through wonderful 
tall forest country with many great 
views to the surrounding districts. 
Usual necessities, good footwear, 
walking sticks, wet weather clothing 
(if required) food & drinks. 
Bookings must be made with Richard 
Piesse on 5472 3191 (evenings Please) 
by Wednesday 10th August. 
 

Shorter Walks Program. 

A short, 3-4hours, walks program has 
been devised for an introductory 
walks experience. The walks are all of 
a gentle nature and will  take no more 
than 4 hours. If you know of anybody 
interested in walking but they have 
been put off by our longer walks, 
encourage them to attend these. The 
usual convivial drinks can be expected 
at each walk’s end. Details have been 
added to the program later in the 
newsletter. 

  

 
Sun 7th 
August 

Herons Reef Richard 
Piesse 

Sun 28th 
August 

Buninyong 
Loop 

Patrick Hope 

Sun 4th 
Sept. 

Sailors Falls 
Loop 

Ron James 

Sun 18th 
Sept. 

Wombat 
Station 
Cutting Loop 

Gib 
Wettenhall 

Sun 25th 
Sept. 

Codes Rd – 
St. George’s 
Lake 

Patrick Hope 

Sat 1st 
October 

Bendigo – 
Diamond Hill 

Barry Hunter 

Sun 2nd 
October 

Sailors Falls 
Loop 

Sue Cooper 

TBA  Birds 
&flowers 
walk, 
Creswick 

Alison 
Lanigan 

TBA  Maldon-
Castlemaine 
train 

Alison 
Lanigan 

Creswick Water Walk 

With Neville leading from the rear, he 
and Glenn took 16 on a 16km amble 
through the forests near Creswick. 
Starting from the Landcare centre we 
walked on parts of the La Gerche walk 
to Lake St George and Blue Waters, 
then via Lincoln Gully and assorted gold 
workings to Cosgrove res. And Eaton’s 
Dam, finally following parts of the GDT 
back to the Oak and Pine forests near 
the Landcare Centre 

Vale Gordon Shaw. 

The GDTA is sad to note that Gordon 
Shaw, a long time member, died in May. 
Until he became ill a couple of years ago 
Gordon, was fairly regular walker and 
will be remembered with affection. 
Several GDTA members attended the 
funeral service held on 16th May. 
Sympathy was extended to his wife 
Jean and family. 
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GREAT DIVIDING TRAIL COMMITTEE 2005.  
President  --------------------------------- Barry Golding  ................................... 53456343 -------------------------------------  barry@cbl.com.au 
Vice President  ---------------------------- Ed Butler  .......................................... 53483059  --------------------------------- edbutler@tpg.com.au 
Newsletter  ------------------------------- Ed Butler 
Secretary  --------------------------------- Alison Lanigan  .................................. 53452958 ---------------------------alanigan@netconnect.net.au 
Treasurer --------------------------------- Patrick Hope  .................................... 53413711  -------------------------- pathope@netconnect.com.au 
Activities ---------------------------------- Patricia Kelso  ................................... 53413711  -------------------------- pathope@netconnect.com.au 
Membership ------------------------------- Dane Boag  ......................................... 54432435  -------------------------------- cboag@netcon.com.au 
Publicity North  --------------------------- Barry Hunter  ................................... 54493286 
Publicity South- --------------------------- Bill Casey  .......................................... 53302296  ------------------------------------- bill@wtcasey.com 
Publications   ------------------------------ Gib Wettenhall  ................................ 53345490  ------------------------------ gib@netconnect.com.au 
Maintenance-  ----------------------------- Neville Fraser  ................................. 53311840 
VICWALK --------------------------------- Neil Campbell  ................................... 94787995 ------------------------- neilcampbell75@hotmail.com 
Track Devel’pm’t  -------------------------  
Officer- Buninyong  ----------------------- Neil McCracken  ............................... 53412308  --------------------------- jenneil@netconnect.com.au 
Track Development 
 Officer Macedon-  ----------------------- Michael Fox .......................................  97431526 
Property Officer –  ----------------------- Neil McCracken 
 
General Committee Members- 
Sue Cooper  ------------------------------- 53487550  ........................................  ------------------------------------------- suec@vic.chariot.net.au 
Ron James  -------------------------------- 53457539  ........................................  --------------------------------------- rjames@netconnect.com.au 
Liz Burns  ---------------------------------- 53485667  ........................................  ---------------------------------- trewhellafarm@connexus.net.au 
Richard Piesse  ---------------------------- 54723191 
Cycle Track C0-ordinator- vacant 
 

Sponsor the Newsletter. 

This newsletter currently circulates to around 200 
individuals, organisations and officials and we invite 
businesses and other organisations to assist with 
the publication costs by sponsoring a newsletter 
edition for $120. Contact Patrick Hope or Ed Butler 
for details. This Edition sponsored by bothfeet. 

Deviation at Mt Alexander. 

 See item on front page. Due to some work being 
undertaken on the communications tower at Mt 
Alexander Parks Victoria are arranging a small 
deviation track around the site until the works are 
completed in September. If you are walking the 
area be careful to note the  deviation signs. 

Vaughan Springs Glenluce Walk. 

President Barry Golding led a 27 person walk 
commencing at Vaughan Springs Mineral Reserve on 
Saturday 21st May. After a short car shuffle for 
the short walkers the group walked along the GDT 
to Helge Track inspecting the marvellous goldfields 
relics beside the Trail.Lunch was taken at Glenluce 
where half the participants finished their short 
walk and the remainder returned to Vaughan 
Springs via Irishtown by mid afternoon. The day 
was perfect for walking and the group enjoyed the 
autumn leaves at Vaughan before retiring to the 
Guildford Hotel for drinks. Thanks to Barry for his 
leadership and explanation of the many sites along 
the route.  

Rons Roundabout Walk. 

 On Sunday 6th June Ron James led 25 people on a 
20km loop walk from Sailors Falls through the 
Wombat Forest.  This attractive walk was 
conducted in pleasant conditions. Morning break 
was taken at Eganstown General Cemetery located 
in the bush near Italian Gulley and the site of the 
Blanket Flat gold field and lunch at Telegraph Road 
where a few participants finished their walk for 
the day. The remainder walked back through re-
growth forest and joined the GDT at the White 
Point goldfield Diggings and followed a slight 
deviation back to Sailors Falls. Thanks go to Ron for 
his excellent arrangements which included a map. 

Doggy Policy. 

Maggie, the official GDTA dog is the only Canine 
welcome on our walks.  Maggie, who owns Ed Butler, 
has attended GDTA walks for many years and has 
amused a generation of walkers with her 

enthusiastic wood 
carrying activities 
at lunchtimes. 
 
 
 
 
 



Meet our journeys 
Great Walks –  

 In Spa Country 
4 day guided walk around 
Daylesford and the Wombat 
State Forest, using the Great 
Dividing Trail 

 In the Otways 
3 day guided walk along the  
new Great Ocean Walk 
 

Sojourns –  
 Spa Country Sojourn 

4 day luxury walk around 
Daylesford and Hepburn Springs 

Great Ocean Sojourn 
4 day luxury guided experience 
along the Great Ocean Road 

 Memberships. 

The following has paid new subscriptions in recent 
months and we look forward to seeing the following 
taking part in our walks and other activities:- 
Lora Brophy / Sue Wright, Blackwood Special 
School, Dianne Epstein and Ross Wood. 
 

Invitation Walks Policy Reminder. 

Financial members of the GDTA can join our regular 
walks program provided they are willing to 
contribute at least $3 towards the GDTA 
maintenance fund. Members of Clubs Affiliated 
with the GDTA can join in as visitors  provided they 
contribute at least $4 donation and sign a 
disclaimer and others can join in for a $5 donation 
provided they also sign a liability disclaimer. 
Intending walkers need to book at least 4 days 
ahead by contacting the walk leader. Restrictions 
on numbers apply on walks and bookings are 
accepted on basis of first come first accepted. The 
walk leaders reserve the right not to take on any 
activity any person whom is judged not to be 
suitably equipped. There are no walks on days of 
total fire ban and intending walkers should check 
the weather conditions before driving to the start. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leanganook Walk 

Saturday was a filthy day, wind rain and very cold, 
so the intrepid 16 who turned up at Faraday for 
Richard’s Mt Alexander walk on Sunday 17th July 
were hoping for better weather but the signs early 
in the day were not good. After a shift to the Koala 
Park, Dane got over-enthusiastic and overshot the 
turn. We set off for a cross-mountain ramble. The 
temperature stayed very low which meant a short 
lunch stop but the weather held off, except for a 
very brief shower. Richard led us on goat and 
kangaroo tracks in places, anti-clockwise around the 
mountain with some very steep bits to the eastern 
side of the mountain then to the towers on the top 
before following the GDT trail back to Dog Rocks 
and the cars. Drinks were taken at the Albion at 
Wesley Hill. 
 

Step into Spa Country 

 
Experience the Great Dividing Trail on bothfeet this Spring and Summer with our 
new range of Great Walks and Sojourns in Spa Country.   Step out along the 
tracks and paths that link the towns at the heart of Victoria’s gold rush heritage.  
Delight in the subtle beauty of the Wombat State Forest and reward yourself with 
a rejuvenating spa and massage at journeys end.  Regular departures between 
October and May. 

For more information visit us online at www.bothfeet.com.au  Phone: 61 3 9645 4129 or  

1300 767 416.  Email: info@bothfeet.com.au  PO Box 315 Daylesford Vic 3460  ABN 40815910488 

members of the Great Dividing Trail Association. 

 

 

Great travel is 

about experience 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

2005 Walks Program Six Mountains + 1 

Most of Lerderderg Track in its Opening Year 

Please note addition of short walks program 
 Date  Description Dist Who Phone 
Sunday 18th September Wombat Station Cutting Loop  Gib Wettenhall 53345490 
Sunday 25th September Codes – St.George 3-4 hours Patrick Hope 53413711 
Saturday 1st October Bendigo – Diamond Hill  Barry Hunter 54493286 
Sunday 2nd October Sailors Falls Loop  Sue Cooper 53487550 
Sunday 
9th Oct 

Mt Herbert (Big Hill) & Surrounds TBA Max Stevens  

Sunday  
16th October 

VICWALK Federation Day walks - 
Blackwood. 

 Various  

Sunday 
23rd Oct 

Blackwood surrounds, Yankee 
Gully 

TBA Richard Piesse 5472 3191 

Saturday 5th November Blue Mt – Mt Blackwood TBA (hard) Michael Fox, 
Colin Hancock 

9743 1526 

Sunday 13th November Mt Macedon toward Firth Park TBA (hard) Michael Fox & 
Richard Piesse 

9743 1526 

Saturday 19th Nov Mt Franklin – Jim Crow Crk 
Breakfast at Mt Franklin 

12+Km Barry Golding 5345 6343 

TBA Short Bird/flower walk Creswick  Alison Lanigan  

TBA Maldon-Castlemaine train  Alison Lanigan  

    

Balt Camp to Jubilee 

Ed led a successful walk from the displaced 
persons (Baltic states refugees) forest work 
camp high on Blackwood Ridge to Lake 
Jubilee near Daylesford. Fifteen or so 
walkers faced the perils of steep slopes and 
the wet of mid July, but the day was calm 
and dry. The Lerderderg track in this area is 
rich in heritage as new as post WW2 (the 
Balt Camp) to the mid 1800’s (gold & forest 
workings). The track is in excellent condition 
with most signage intact. 

Upcoming walks & contact #'s 

Saturday 5 November Mt Blackwood to Blue 
Mount Walk follows GDT Trail to Whisky Track. 
Off Track across Nolan's & Ruth's Gullies. Yankee 
Gully to Blue Mount on track. Approximately 16 
km, 6-7 hours walking. Drinks at the Cosmopolitan, 
Trentham. Boots desirable Michael Fox,  

9743 1526 
Sunday 13 November Firth Park to Macedon  
Help find the best route for GDT's eastward 
extension from Firth Park to Macedon. On 
track/off track for 16-18 km. Approximately 6-7 
hours walking. Boots desirable. Drinks in the 

Macedon Hotel. Michael Fox  9743 1526 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT 

 Family Membership two family members, $45-00 per annum (plus $17-00 additional persons)  

 Additional participating family member $17.00  

 Walking Club, Businesses, Other Organisations $45-00 per annum  

 Single Membership $30-00 per annum  

 Concessional Membership $25-00 per annum  

PUBLICATIONS   

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $5.00+50c postage (Suggested Retail $7.50)  

 FEDERATION TRACK MAP (Ballarat - Daylesford) $5.00 + 50c postage (Suggested Retail $7.50)  

 LERDERDERG Full Colour Final Map (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh) $5.00 + 50c postage(Suggested Retail $7.50)  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo) $5.00+50c postage (Suggested Retail $7.50)  

 WOMBAT STATE FOREST Touring Guide $12 posted  

 CD promotional CD $5.00 + $1.00 postage  

 Hidden Treasures Promotional Brochure, free  

 GDTA CLOTH BADGE (logo for sewing on clothing) $6.00 + 50c postage  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  

TOTAL ENCLOSED  

GDTA MEMBERSHIP DETAILS  FOR OUR RECORDS, MAILING / EMAILING NEWSLETTER 
MEMBER NAME ………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 Other Member Names (if Family Membership)  Other Member  1………………………………  

Other member 2…………………….…….  Other Member 3 ……………………………….. 
Other Member 4………………………….   Other Member 5 ………………………………. 
 
MAIL address……………………………………………………………………………... Postcode ………….. 
 
Telephone ……………………………  Mobile …………………………… 

 
Email ……………………………... 
 
Would you like to … 
 the regular newsletter to be sent to you on Email rather than posted?  Yes/ No  

 regularly participate in GDTA activities and programs?    Yes/ No 

 help the GDTA by arranging walks & other activities?    Yes/ No 
 help the GDTA with maintenance, marketing, track development etc.    Yes/ No 

Queries on Membership, please phone Dane Boag  54432435 or email cboag@netcon.net.au  

Post Remittances to:   
Treasurer, GREAT DIVIDING TRAIL ASSOCIATION INC,P O BOX 429, DAYLESFORD Vic 3460 

 

Newsletter of the Great Dividing Trail Association 
po Box 429 Daylesford 3460 

Member Name 
Street Address 
City, State, 0000 

  

  

    


