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Enjoying a deciduous morning tea . Creswick Heritage Walk, 24" September. Photo Gib Wettenhall

GDTA’s 25™ Anniversary Lunch 22" October 2017

Enjoy a celebratory lunch at Elphinstone Pub starting around 1.00pm, after Richard’s orchid walk on Fryers
Ridge, Sunday 22™ October.

All past and present members and friends are invited

Build up your appetite on Richard’s walk to Fryers Ridge. The walk starts from the channel near Taradale
and heads up to Fryers Ridge, along and back, taking time to admire and photograph what promises to be
a wonderful display of wildflowers.

Then retire to nearby Elphinstone Pub for lunch and anniversary cake.

Elphinstone Pub offers their Sunday special:

° Fixed main course: choice of Rolled Rib Beef Roast or Roast Chicken $20 (or “kids size” $10).

. Desserts: a variety available all $10
. Drinks from the bar.

RSVP by Sunday 15" October to gdtatrail@gmail.com for the anniversary lunch

Please contact Richard (see Walks Program p.5) for walk meeting time and place
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GDTA is a member of Bushwalking Victoria BllShWﬁlklI’lg VlCtOI’la

www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au
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Membership matters

Welcome to the following new members:

Randall Brouillette Judy Hopley

Peter Clarke Philip Hopley

Anitra Dowling Peter Hutchison
Margaret Farrar Anita Machelak
Damian Georgiou Jen Owen

Jillian Georgiou Marion van Gameron
Mike Gustus Peter Ward

Leanne Hallowell Nolline Williams

Ruth Harper

Bushwalking Victoria Membership Cards 2017 -2018

These have been received and will be distributed to GDTA members. Check the BWV website for stores
that offer a discount to card holders.

Track matters

Track counters

This year Bill Casey has visited the three track counters monthly since March, building up a picture of
activity on the Goldfields Track. Highlights include a major walking event on the Dry Diggings Track in early
September, lowlights are trail bike activity including significant motor bike damage.

LOCATION | Date | Count = D% Comment
count
Pinchgut Rd, Wombat Forest, Barkstead area Walking Guide approx. point 34 on Wallaby Track
22-10-15 OK
10-12-15 154 49 | OK
18-02-16 83 70 | OK
17-03-16 31 28 | OK
22-09-16 473 189 | OK
20-10-16 45 30 | OK
28-11-16 56 39 | Appears some recent trail bike activity.
09-03-17 234 101 | AllOK
11-04-17 81 33 | OK
05-05-17 63 24 | OK
11-06-17 54 37 | OK
14-07-17 40 33 | OK- Not much activity evident - monthly average since October 2015 = 63
11-08-17 17 28 | OK
08-09-17 10 28 | Counter operating OK
Totals: 1341 689 | Average daily: 1.9

White Point, Wombat Forest, Leonards Hill area Walking Guide approx. point 38 on Wallaby Track

17-09-15 OK
22-10-15 96 35 | Counter damaged - repair needed
10-12-15 176 49 | Attempted repair -
18-02-16 204 70 | Counter re-positioned inside post.
17-03-16 75 28 | Signs of possible trail bike activity
22-09-16 546 189 | Track extremely wet in this area
20-10-16 40 30 | Recent trail bike damage evident
Appears to have been significant trail bike activity Counter may be faulty, double
28-11-16 67 39 | counting sometimes
09-03-17 229 101 | Counter tested OK- single increment
11-04-17 69 33 | Counter in-operative — not incrementing. Attention required
05-05-17 73 24 | Increments OK, appears operative again
11-06-17 95 37 | OK
14-07-17 52 33 | OK- Not much activity evident - monthly average since September 2015 = 78
11-08-17 48 28 | OK- Recent 4WD use evident
08-09-17 23 28 | Counter operating OK - track very wet in places

Totals: 1793 724 | Average daily: 2.5




Browns Gully, Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park, Glen Luce area Walking Guide approx point 19 on
Dry Diggings Track

22-09-16 Very recent trail bike activity.

20-10-16 149 30 | No recent trail bike activity evident.

28-11-16 381 39 | AllOK

09-03-17 346 101 | AllOK

11-04-17 221 33 | OK

05-05-17 135 24 | OK

11-06-17 193 37

05-07-17 144 24 | OK - monthly average since September 2016 = 147

11-08-17 175 37 | OK - significant motor bike damage between Porcupine Ridge Rd & Loop Track

08-09-17 256 28 | Counter operating OK - major walk event earlier this day enhanced figures

Totals: 2000 353 | Average daily: 5.7

GPX Downloads

B Wallaby-Mt Buninyong to Daylesford
Leanganook-Castlemaine to Bendigo
Leanganook Camp Ground Links

B Lerderderg -Bacchus Marsh to Daylesford

B Dry Diggings-Daylesford to Castlemaine
B The Monk to Chewton Link
Ararat Circuit Walk
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AGM 27" September 2017, Office bearers

and Committee roles

President Gib Wettenhall

Vice President Ed Butler

Treasurer Brian Lanigan
Secretary Lionel Jenkins
Membership Alison Lanigan

Track Maintenance

Ed Butler, Neville Fraser,

Bill Casey

Minutes Secretary Caroline Bellair

Newsletter Barb Guerin

Track Surveyor / Track Audit Bill Casey / Ken Dowling

Web Master Bill Casey
Promotions / Publications Gib Wettenhall
Roving Committee Member Barry Golding
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Track Audits

Track works

SEPTEMBER 2017

Lerderderg Track
Ken Dowling reports:

21% June: Lerderderg Track audit from Blackwood store to Byers Back Track
completed today with Anitra & John C in equable weather. Glad it was
blocked near end of our earlier ride from Mt Blackwood as it is somewhat
hairy to ride even if dry. Since recent GDTA walk, Ed and team placed 4 new
sign posts to get around a tricky bit towards end of that walk.

1st July: Lerderderg Track river walk with Anitra today. Cleared fallen trees
and fixed signposts were signs of Ed's team's recent work thank you. Photos
show a cheeky stump and a beautifully formed small delicate fungus on the
underside of a track side log. We earlier came across a Malmsbury guy lying
on his back partly off track, photographing with an expensive looking macro
lens setup, some even tinier white fungi.

On 14"™ August,; Enjoyed a surprisingly warm 3+
hours checking out signage & condition of the
Lerderderg Track east of Nolans Picnic Ground. No
people nor vehicles apart from DELWP rangers
clearing the weekend's litter.

Casey's Commandos: 1st volunteer working party held by
the GDTA as part of Park Vic's new ParkConnect volunteer
program. Fearless leader in this post-moving operation at
Vaughan Springs was Bill Casey with Neville, Mike and
Gib. 3 July. Pictures by Gib
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GDTA: remainder of 2017 Walks Program

SUNDAY Fryers Ridge Orchids Easy 6to7 km Richard Piesse | 0448 572 867
22 OCTOBER | walk

Morning walk

GDTA 25" Anniversary lunch
1.00pm Elphinstone Pub

WEEKEND Warburton, Federation Melbourne

28-29 Walk Weekend Bushwalking

OCTOBER Club

SUNDAY Mt Franklin area cultural. | Easy Barry Golding b.golding@federation.edu.au

26 NOVEMBER | \Walk and drive

Walks are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.
NOTE: Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change.

Walk Reports

Walk 5 Bike Ride, Lerderderg Track from Jubilee Lake 25" June 2017

Ken Dowling’s report: Today, the 2nd ever GDTA ride attracted 12 riders, half being non-GDTA and most of
those coming from the evolving https://www.facebook.com/daylesfordcyclingclub/ The drizzle stopped as
we started the 20km (18.6km for the shortcut group) ride completed in just over 2 hours. We rode parts of
the Lerderderg Track on the way out and back.

The more experienced riders found plenty to discuss as they waited for we less experienced at various
points. Thanks to Barry Golding acting as tail man / talley man. Should that role be talisman given it has
protective powers? (This word is one of my mondegreens listening to Harry Belafonte singing the Banana

Boat song “*). BYO lunch was enjoyed by half the group in the very cool art deco -concrete shelter
overlooking the lake. Damian Georgiou posted some photos of a well rugged group on the trail.

And from Damian: Some photos from the GDTA bike ride on the weekend. 2 are from my helmet cam, sorry
about the water on the lens



http://www.gdt.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/daylesfordcyclingclub/
https://www.facebook.com/damian.georgiou?fref=gs&dti=1663302510591847&hc_location=group
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Walk 6 Fryerstown Area Circuit 23" July 2017
— Off the beaten track by Helen Gramberg

Despite the cold snap and the forecast for showers, around 20 people turned up to be led astray around
Irishtown and Fryerstown by our leader, Ed Butler. We set off from Vaughan to ramble through 13.5 kms of
historical forest. There was no frost on the morning of this walk, but the air was brisk at around 6 or 7°, so
gloves and hats were utilised for the first part of the walk. The clouds hovered but only let go near the end.

We didn'’t just stick to tracks, and there were uphills and downhills, and we mused over the interesting
names for the tracks, such as Smuttas Track.

Fryerstown is a small town in the "goldfields"
region of Victoria, Australia. At the 2011 census,
Fryerstown and the surrounding area had a
population of 320, but it peaked at 15,000 during
the Victorian gold rush, so there were interesting
things to see along the way. We saw chimney
remains from a canvas home, remains of gold
diggings, and a siphon — a long metal pipe, which
was built to divert the channel.

Jenny passed around some home-made fruit
cake that was so delicious, that we promised not
to lynch her if she would share the recipe...
Check out the recipe on the Great Dividing Trail
Association’s facebook page!

Ed shared historical information about the siphon
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1865 water tunnel

There was an incredible variety of colours in the ground

Barry explained that the stream had once been big enough to
move the rocks a long way from where they were
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Gumleaves on steroids!

Fascinating dissection of
Horse Dung fungus
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Walk 7 Vaughan Area

Goldminers Cornish Chimney

SEPTEMBER 2017

Setting off from the Vaughan Springs park, this was a circuit walk that
crossed the Loddon then headed south along part of the Goldfields
Track. The last section of the return was along water races beside the
Loddon River, and through an abandoned orchard of almond and other
trees. Leader: Elwyn Davies

After the walk it was coffee at the Guildford General Store and birthday
cake for the leader baked by Nola Wilson who wasn’t able to come but
sent the cake anyway!

Photos posted on GDTA facebook by Suz Clifford, Jennifer Hogan and
Gib Wettenhall.
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Walk 8 Creswick Heritage Walk

This walk followed the route of the Goldfield Track’s proposed new addition, which we’re calling the
Creswick Heritage Walk. Heading through the wrought iron gates of the Melbourne University Creswick
campus passing heritage-listed buildings and trees. From there through bush to the Landcare Trail linking
up with the heritage-listed 130yo La Gerche plantation with its wide array of conifers and splendid oak gully.
Then a grunt up to the lookout on top of Brackenbury Hill with marvellous views of the surrounds. Down to
tranquil St Georges Lake and a side trip to the Koala Park before heading back into town on the south side
of St Georges Lake.

22 walkers led by Gib. Weather a bit iffy

Photos posted on GDTA facebook page by Gib Wettenhall and Tim Turner (incl last page)
S : . s
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Other Track news

Running the Track

Pete Clarke, a new GDTA member, and Peter Munns planned to
run/hike the entire Goldfields track from Bendigo to Mount
Buninyong, about 210 kms.

They caught the train from Melbourne to Bendigo Station to start
the run at 8.45am on Friday 11" August, needing to finish just after
midnight Saturday (0045) to make 40 hours, the current record
being 42.5 hours.

They carried food for the whole trip, just stopping for water and any
other emergency supplies at a few places along the way.
(extremely limited options)

Ken and Anitra met them at the Breakneck Gorge bridge, reporting
“Met them first at Breakneck Gorge bridge just N of Hepburn village
at 0310. Had a chat - found they hadn't reconnoitered this tortuous
section (I think they will describe it as torturous). Then we cruised
around to The Blowhole while they did the hard yards by GT track.
Met with them again at Bryce's Crossing; Tipperary Springs (daylight
cometh) where they topped up at the spring pump to save the haul up
the road to Courtot's Garage; finally at Twin Bridges. They were in
good spirits as we waved them on to Gib & Co at Mollongghip Hall.”

At the entry board St Georges Lake, Creswick
5.05pm Saturday 12" August

Arrived at Mollongghip around noon, described as “tired and
running/shuffling like Cliffy in his gumboots” and around 5pm on Saturday, headed off for Ballarat from
Creswick.

And then....? Pete has the final words:

Thanks so much for coming out and supporting and
encouraging us- it made the experience even more
memorable. We eventually ended the attempt at Brown
Hill having spent several hours in the slippery bog of the
forest leading up to Ballarat. It was slow going in the
dark and the mud and the rain. In theory we were still
on time, but it wasn't to be. The folks in the Brown Hill
pub were so lovely we didn't want to leave. We actually
set off from the Brown pub, it was cold and raining,
looked at each other and decided to go back to the pub.
I'll post some more thoughts on the whole experience at
some point soon! All the best! Pete.

The two Peters have run the whole Goldfields Track
before, in bits and pieces, including Leanganook Track
twice.

Sailors Falls Steps
The steps and

viewing platform Y
Mineral Springs loop walk 480m =
are now open. A | Lake Daylesford s
Goldfields Track
EXCG”Gnt WOI‘k by 25 Creswick 41km ) Daylesford  9.6km
Parks Victoria. ; Sallrat 62km  Castlemaine 62km
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https://www.facebook.com/mollongghip.hall?fref=gs&dti=1663302510591847&hc_location=group

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS AMOUNT

. Single Membership $30.00 per annum

e Family Membership two family members, $45.00 per annum

e Additional participating family member $20.00

e  Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card) SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY $40 per annum

. Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

PUBLICATIONS

e  SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong to Bendigo) and 3 Goldfields Track
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)  $45.00 includes postage & handling

e  GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling

¢  WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling

¢ LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford — Bacchus Marsh) $7.50 includes postage & handling

. DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling

¢ LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine—Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance | $

TOTAL | $

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name/s

Postal Address

Phone Mobile Email

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460

Post all payments to: GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick VIC 3363
Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au
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