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Gib with walk leader Elwyn Davies in the Pyrete Range 
on the March Hidden Treasures walk. 

 
 

 

President’s report  

With the 2nd edition of the guidebook of the Goldfields 

Track out and about and selling well (over 250 in the first 

quarter of the year), we can move on (I hate the term 

‘move forward’) to focusing on the shaky legs of the 

Great Dividing Trail network and developing new ones.  

At the rate we’re going, we could reach the outskirts of 

Melbourne by the end of the decade. 

The shaky leg I’m talking about is the Lerderderg Track.  

We audited the 90km track from Daylesford to Bacchus 

Marsh last year. Ken Dowling, our mtb man, has 

produced a map that is just waiting on Moorabool Shire 

sign off by the middle of the year.  And out pro 

maintenance crew, Ed Butler and his Bandits have 

cleared the worst blockages on this densely vegetated, 

roller coaster of a track.  

Colonel Bill Casey and his amateur Commandos 

continue to replace posts and maintain the Goldfields 

Track in its southern section between Ballarat and 

Daylesford.  We have also taken on the added role of 

maintaining the walkers only section of the Goldfields 

Track among the granite tors of Mt Alexander. 

 
But I digress.  The new leg we’re now concentrating on developing is what we’re calling the Campaspe 

Track between Blackwood and the top of Mt Macedon.  Some 10 years or so ago GDTA members, Richard 

Piesse and Bill Casey investigated the feasibility of constructing this 42km branch of the Great Dividing 

Trail from the existing Lerderderg Track.  We’ve rebooted the project this year with a group of five of us 

walking or riding the whole length. Elwyn Davies and Ken Dowling are playing lead roles.  Bill Casey has 

produced a series of maps showing the line of the Campaspe Track route and he’s sent those to the main 

Elevenses,    Pyrete Range walk   25
th
 March.  Photo: Lionel Jenkins 



GDTA POST         MARCH 2018 

   2  

 

land managers, DELWP and Parks Victoria, declaring our intention to pursue the Campaspe Track’s 

completion. 

Area Chief Ranger Ballarat for Parks Victoria, Siobhan Rogan, responded positively almost immediately. 

She has forwarded the map outline for the proposed Campaspe Track to the PV Corporate Visitor 

Experiences, Justin Vaughan, and to Richard Wadsworth in DELWP for their information regarding a 

proposed joint meeting. Dean Turner from HVP also needs to be involved as the track passes through a 

Hancock pine plantation en route. 

Once the land managers have responded, we plan to hold a local stakeholder group meeting in Blackwood. 

Local ‘ownership’ of the new track would be vital in ensuring its ongoing maintenance.  We don’t want a 

repeat of the Lerderderg Track limbo. 

In other news, the first two walks of the Hidden Treasures program went off well and are covered in this 

edition of POST.  We are also looking to upgrade our website so that it’s more secure, accessible by mobile 

and has a fresher design more in keeping with the new guidebook.  More on that next time! 

Gib Wettenhall 

This (not) March Issue 

Dear readers.  Please forgive the lateness of this issue.  But wasn’t it beautiful weather over Easter?  Much 

too nice to stay indoors.   Your (not very) contrite editor. 

Downloadable GPX Files from GDTA website 

We record the number of times GPX files are downloaded from our web page as an indication of track use. 

With the expanded list of downloadable files (17 in all), the count for all was set to zero on January 31  

Interesting figure for Lerderderg Track.  (from Bill).    

Web page explanation on right 

 

TRACK USE Feb 
18 

Eureka Walk 47 

Eureka Ride 29 

Wallaby Walk 42 

Wallaby Ride 29 

Dry Diggings Walk 49 

Dry Diggings Ride 35 

Leanganook Walk 36 

Leanganook Ride 32 

Lerderderg Walk 75 

Ballarat Circuit Shared 20 

Creswick Heritage Walk 20 

Daylesford Circuit Walk 21 

Chewton Circuit Walk 17 

Bendigo Circuit Shared 22 

Ararat Circuit Shared 15 

Monk-Chewton Shared 26 

Leanganook Camp Grd 
Connections Walk 20 

TOTAL 
 

535 
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GDTA: 2018 Walks (and Rides) Program  “Hidden Treasures” 

WALK unless 
otherwise shown 

Leaders & contacts WALK DESCRIPTION Rating & 
Distance 

Sunday 
FEBRUARY 25

th
 

Ed  
0434 672 392 
edbutl@gmail.com 

Jubilee Lake and Cornish Hill, 
near Daylesford 

Easy 
10 km 

Sunday 
MARCH 25

th
 

Elwyn 
0439557730 
 

Pyrete Range, patch of rugged old 
growth dry forest, southern 
Lerderderg State Park 

Medium 
14 km 

BIKE RIDE   
Saturday or Sunday  
APRIL 7th OR 8th 

Ken  
0410481677 
ken@mapsport.com.au 

Ride East of Trentham explores 
GDTA's putative Blackwood 
extension of the Lerderderg Track. 
Approx 20km 

 

Sunday 
APRIL 22

nd
 

Barb / Lionel  
0402 427 162 
barbguerin11@gmail.com 
 

Garfield Wheel, ruins of Welsh 
Village and slate quarry, mining 
relics, close to Castlemaine 

Easy 
10 km 
 

Sunday 
MAY 27

th
 

Richard    
0448 572 867 
 

Traces of sawmill sites in the 
Wombat Forest 

 

Sunday 
JUNE 24

th
 

Bill       
0407 347 319 
wtcasey@wtcasey.net 
 

The maze of Heron's Reef gold 
diggings 

 

Sunday 
JULY 22

nd
 

Barb / Lionel  
0402 427 162 
barbguerin11@gmail.com 
 

Diamond Hill diggings, near 
Bendigo  

 

Sunday 
AUGUST 26

th
 

Elwyn 
0439557730 
 
 

Off-road Long Forest Flora  and 
Fauna Reserve, near Bacchus 
March.  

 

Sunday 
SEPTEMBER 23

rd
 

Caroline   
0417 113 490 
cmgbellair@gmail.com 
 

Spectacular Loddon Falls and 
Loddon River, near Glenlyon 

13 km 

BIKE RIDE 
OCTOBER 

Damian / Jilly 
 
 

TBA  

Sunday
 

OCTOBER
 
28

th
 

Gib   
0419 370 342 
gib@vic.chariot.net.au  

Tors of Harcourt mountain-bike 
park to Dog Rocks, Mt Alexander, 
with lunch after at the Goldfields 
Café 

 

Sunday 
NOVEMBER 25

th
 

Barry 
0427 216 337 
b.golding@federation.edu.au 

Beating the bounds of Franklinford 
Protectorate concentrating on 
Aboriginal heritage 
 

 

From Ken, 2nd April:  Dear would-be rider and you maybe riders.  A knee injury last Sunday, 

from stepping into a rabbit hole while orienteering, is not healing as fast as I hoped.  So I am postponing this ride. It may 
be rescheduled or we may just wait for Damian's ride in the spring.

Missing program details to be suppled in early 2018 

Walks are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.   

NOTE:  Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change. 

mailto:edbutl@gmail.com
mailto:ken@mapsport.com.au
mailto:barbguerin11@gmail.com
mailto:wtcasey@wtcasey.net
mailto:barbguerin11@gmail.com
mailto:cmgbellair@gmail.com
mailto:gib@vic.chariot.net.au
mailto:b.golding@federation.edu.au
http://www.gdt.org.au/
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Walk Reports 

Walk 1  Jubilee Lake and Cornish Hill, near Daylesford,  25th February 

Facebook comments reveal this was a lovely walk 

around Jubilee Lake  - nice and sunny even if a little 

windy!  Led by Ed.  Photos from Jenny and Elwyn 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk 2 Pyrete Range, southern Lerderderg State Park,  March 25th 

Possibly after persuasion, Elwyn re-rated this walk from Medium to Hard, a rare event for the GDTA, and 

only seven brave souls turned up.  It wasn't that hard and really did turn up a few hidden treasures 

including a stone miner's hut chimney in VGC.  (Gib) 
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The walk descended to Pyrete Creek. We tramped 

along the dry creek pebble bed for many bends, some 

of which were bypassed by short cutting across the 

flat grassy spur which was often faster progress.  At a 

tagged spot we climbed out of the creek bed and up to 

the Antimony mine ruins (very impressive) and then 

across a most interesting “bridge” which is apparently 

able to take vehicles (I’d like to see that!).  We passed 

some huge Red Box trunks that must be ancient but 

now sadly, support just a few straggly branches. 

(Barb)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bushwalking Victoria: Bushwalking Tracks and Conservation (BTAC) 

Current volunteers or anyone interested in becoming a BTAC (Bushwalking Tracks and Conservation) volunteer, can       

e-mail David at  davidmiller3199@gmail.com   for more information on the planned projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BTAC PROGRAM 2018 

Proposed Dates Park Project PV or DELWP 

7 - 8 April Tanjil State Forest East Tyers Walking Track DELWP 

20 - 22 Apr 2108 Wilson Promontory Lighthouse South East Track PV 

5-6 May 2018 Grampians Tracks to be advised PV 

10 - 11 May 2018 Bunyip  State Forest Button Grass & Mortimer Tracks PV 

19 - 20 May 2018 Alpine National Park Howqua area PV 

9 - 11 June Queens B’day Weekend Hattah - Kulkyne Hattah Lakes area PV 

11 - 12 August 2018 Briagalong State Forest Track No 96 DELWP 

13 - 16 September 2018 Otways National Park Tracks to be advised PV 

29 - 30 September 2018 Croajingolong Sandpatch wilderness area PV 

6 - 7 October 2018 Lake Eildon Spur Track area PV 

3 - 6 Nov 2018  Cup Weekend Errinundara National Park Bendoc area PV 

24 - 25 November 2018 Cathedral Range Nth-Sth Cathedral Circuit PV 

1 - 2 December 2018 Alpine National Park Howqua area PV 

mailto:davidmiller3199@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS  AMOUNT 

 Single Membership   $30.00 per annum  

 Family Membership   two family members, $45.00 per annum     

 Additional participating family member   $20.00  

 Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card)   SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY  $40 per annum  

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations)   $50.00 per annum  

PUBLICATIONS  

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALK or  RIDE GUIDE (Mt Buninyong  to Bendigo)  and 2 Goldfields 
Track maps (Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)     $40.00 includes postage 

 

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALK or RIDE  GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo)  $29.99 includes postage   

 LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh)  $7.50  includes postage  

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo)   $7.50 includes postage  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  $ 

TOTAL   $ 

Name/s  

Postal Address 
 

 

Phone Mobile Email 

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you.  If no email address is given we will post your POST !  

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460 

Post all payments to:   GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick VIC 3363 

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antimony mine treatment plant ruins,  Pyrete Range 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
http://www.gdt.org.au/

