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Twilight walk, Daylesford area, 26 February

Vale Pat Hope
Died 3 February 2017

Notes by Barry Golding: in loving memory of a great and selfless man, my previous university manager, a
valued mentor, a huge GDT champion, and an inspirational friend.
Many GDTA members, along with family and friends were at Patrick Hope’s funeral in Ballarat on
13 February 2017 to say farewell to a great man and an enormous contributor to the GDTA and its
Committee for almost 25 years. For close to 20 years, Patrick was our very effective and greatly valued
Treasurer. Frankly, without Patrick, the Great Dividing Trail would not have happened at all.
Patrick Charles Hope was born in the UK in 1937, and died in
Ballarat on 3 February 2017 after a long and debilitating illness.
Patrick made huge and selfless community contributions to many
community organisations and causes for much of his time in Ballarat
and region, including his hometown of Buninyong, leading to him
justly being awarded an OAM (Order of Australia Medal).
Patrick made a huge contribution over many decades to the
University of Ballarat and its antecedent organisations, at one stage
acting as its Deputy Vice Chancellor. Patrick is survived by his wife.
Pat, often called ‘PK’ (Pat Kelso) to distinguish between the two
Pats, has also been a huge and valued contributor to both the GDTA
and Ballarat Bushwalking and Outdoor Club over a similar period.
PK’s daughter, Karen Snibson gave a totally honest, at times funny,
and at other times very moving and inspirational eulogy fitting of the
great man. Patrick will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
Barry
Photo courtesy of Federation University Australia, Patrick Hope on right
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Walking and Cycling – Local Government views
Four Local Government Authorities (LGAs), Mt Alexander Shire, City of Ballarat, Hepburn Shire and
Moorabool Shire, all generously accepted GDTA‘s invitation to send a representative to talk to the
committee about walking and cycling and their understanding of the Great Dividing Trail within their
municipality.
This is third time we have invited visitors to meet prior to our normal Committee meeting. The first invitation
was to members of Visitor Information Centres across the region. The second was to mountain bike
representatives. All three have proved very enlightening and have greatly increased mutual understanding.
The notes below in italics comprise Barry Golding’s brief summary of what we heard from the four LGA
representatives at our March 2017 meeting.


Jason Taylor, Director, Sustainable Development, Mount Alexander Shire: Noted that trails have not sat
comfortably in any particular manager’s brief; Mt Alexander has a cycling and walking strategy; no one
person is implementing it; a $2 million funding application has been lodged to build paths and trails
including for disability access; the Castlemaine to Maldon 17km cycling and walking track is now open,
representing a $1 million total investment; the Shire recognises walking involves 60% of residents
compared to 5% team sports; the Harcourt Mountain Bike Park is under construction, and due for
completion by 2018.



Mark Patterson, Executive Manager, Sport and Active Living, City of Ballarat: Mark is new to his role and
therefore less familiar with tracks and trails, he came to the GDTA meeting to learn and ensure continuity;
Ballarat’s focus is moving from ’sport and recreation’ to ‘active living’, with activity linked to health and
wellbeing outcomes; the City Council is currently looking at road cycling connections, such as between
Wendouree and the CBD ensuring riders have a safe riding environment; Mark acknowledged that less
organised activity is very important, and noted that cycling tracks are available on their website.



Mick Hynes, Community and Economic Development Project Coordinator, Hepburn Shire: Mick’s role
includes oversight of recreation, culture and infrastructure; he sees a big mountain bike push underway in
the Creswick area on the edge of the GDT; he noted that bike paths are now established around the
RACV Resort Golf Course; cross country running is also growing on tracks out of Hepburn; the Daylesford
to Woodend trail has stalled because of logistical route challenges; Hepburn walking and cycling strategy
(2011) was recently amended; track and trail maintenance is a huge issue for all tracks beyond the initial
funding; he mentioned four ‘Crossing Borders’ projects currently within Hepburn Shire.



Joe Morgan-Payler, Urban Designer, Moorabool Shire Council: Joe works out of Bacchus Marsh; noted
that tracks and trails are part of his brief; Moorabool has a walking and cycling strategy; he often gets
asked (but understands) why the Railway Station and the ‘boring road’ in between is the start point and
route to central Bacchus Marsh; he acknowledges the Lerderderg Track gets less use and attention than
the Goldfields Track; there are ongoing discussions with Parks Vic re mountain bike riding occurring in the
Lerderderg Park; he acknowledges the decline of multiday walking and huge growth of mountain bike
activity in the Shire; Joe sees future mountain bike tracks in the Lerderderg as a positive development in
the future.

Some of the points to take away:
 Over 65 per cent of the [Mt Alexander Shire] population walks, but only around 5% participates in
organised sports. However more funding goes to organised sport, but that is changing.
 There has been a significant increase in mountain biking and a drop off in trail walkers in all LGAs.
Harcourt and Creswick will both be the hub of major mountain biking trails.
 Ballarat is focussing on cycling paths/ connections in the city to encourage children and families to ride.
 There is difficulty in getting money for ongoing maintenance of tracks.
 Trail running is increasing in popularity. A 22 km event recently held in Hepburn Shire on a section of
the Goldfields Track attracted 300 competitors.

GDTA’s 25th Anniversary October 2017
Yes GDTA turns 25 this year.
There will be a celebratory lunch at Elphinstone Pub starting around 1.00pm, after Richard’s orchid walk on
Fryers Ridge, Sunday 22 October. See the Walks Program, page 7.
All welcome, more details closer to the date.
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Mountain Bike Orienteering championships on Track
Goldfields Track multi-use track status was enjoyed around Barkstead on
th
Sunday 19 March, during the Victorian Mountain Bike Orienteering
Championships. 1/3rd of the 79 riders were from inter-state. Two young
men from WA commented on how much they liked the varied forest
environment.
Ken Dowling

Walkers and bikes on Track …. a Maze.. ing
From Facebook: Re-routing the maze of bike and walking tracks for the
Goldfields Track in the Slaty Creek, Creswick, area. Surveyor Bill Casey
and mountain bike man Andy Bos getting on famously. Changes are
being made for the 2nd edition of the Goldfields Track Guidebook (due
out this spring 2017).
Gib Wettenhall

Rugged water race near Wolfes Rd
is to remain a walking track only

Castlemaine to Maldon Walking and Cycling Trail
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Wombat Forest and Daylesford Area - Autumn Planned Burning and Fuel
Management
DELWP have provided this map of the areas programmed for treatment, and held a Community Information
Session in Daylesford on 8 March. Information provided by:
Yvonne Anson |Senior Community Partnerships Officer | Midlands
Forest, Fire and Regions | Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning
402 Mair Street Ballarat 3350
T: 03 5336 6642 | M: 0438 981 324 | E: yvonne.anson@delwp.vic.gov.au

delwp.vic.gov.au

GPX Downloads
Wallaby-Mt Buninyong to Daylesford
Leanganook-Castlemaine to Bendigo
Leanganook Camp Ground Links

Dry Diggings-Daylesford to Castlemaine
The Monk to Chewton Link
Ararat Circuit Walk
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This Duck is a Bird
The editor apologises for labelling the orchid shown on the left as a Duck orchid, in
December POST. It’s a Bird Orchid, correctly identified as such in Elwyn and Ed’s post
on GDTA facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/.
Richard Piesse tells us Duck Orchids are uncommon in Victoria.
Flying Duck Orchid
Field Guide to the Orchids of New South Wales and Victoria
Tony Bishop, Uni NSW Press
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GDTA 2017 Walks Program
SUNDAY
30 APRIL

Harcourt Cidery,
Mt Alexander west
side., Circuit

Medium

14 km

Barb Guerin
Lionel Jenkins

gdtaedits@gmail.com

0411 265 305

SUNDAY
28 MAY

Blackwood area?
Circuit? TBA

Medium

12 km

Elwyn Davies

Elwyn.Davies@mh.org.au

0439 557 730

SUNDAY
25 JUNE

Bike Ride,
Lerderderg Track
from Jubilee Lake
south

Medium

30 km
also
shorter
options

Ken Dowling

ken@mapsport.com.au

SUNDAY
23 JULY

Fryerstown area
Circuit

Medium

14 km

Ed Butler

edbutl@gmail.com

SUNDAY
27 AUGUST

Vaughan area

Medium

14 km

Elwyn Davies

Elwyn.Davies@mh.org.au

SUNDAY
24
SEPTEMBER

TBA

Medium

12 km

Gib Wettenhall

gib@vic.chariot.net.au

SUNDAY
22 OCTOBER

Fryers Ridge
Orchids walk

Easy

10 km

Richard Piesse

0439 557 730

0448 572 867

Morning walk
th
GDTA 25
Anniversary
lunch
WEEKEND
28 – 29
OCTOBER

Warburton,
Federation Walk
Weekend

SUNDAY
26 NOVEMBER

Mt Franklin area
cultural. Walk and
drive

Melbourne
Bushwalking
Club
Easy

Barry Golding

b.golding@federation.edu.
au

GDTA financial members walk at no cost other than your annual subscription.
Visitors are welcome. You must be reasonably fit and able to walk the distance listed for the walk and be
able to tackle reasonable uphill sections. You must become a Temporary GDTA Member (for one day only
– by signing a form on the day) so that you are covered by insurance.
In the one calendar year, visitors can have up to three walks as a Temporary Member, at a fee of $5.00 per
walk, after which they must become a Financial Member before walking again with GDTA. The Temporary
Member fees will count towards payment of the first year’s subscription.
Walks are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.
NOTE: Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change.

Walk Reports
Walk 1 Twilight Walk, Daylesford 26th February 2017
Ed reports that there were 8 starters and 4 finishers; and that….
A warm afternoon's stroll around Lake Daylesford and then through Cornish Hill to Lake Jubilee where
refreshments were taken and the scurrilous foursome left. The valiant proceeded via the back way to the
Boathouse, refreshments were taken by a select threesome at the Daylesford Hotel.
Gib reports:
Ed and Caroline's twilight walk on Sunday 26th was the 1st official GDTA walk of the year. Eight of us went
from Lake Daylesford to Jubilee Lake via years of Ed's Green Army beating back baddies (broom, gorse
and blackberries) to make the way through Cornish Hill passable.
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Below: Photos from Walk 1 by Gib (posted on GDTA Facebook )

Walk 2 Canadian Park Circuit 26th March 2017
No information ,

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS



AMOUNT

Single Membership $30.00 per annum
Family Membership two family members, $45.00 per annum


Additional participating family member $20.00



Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card) SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY $40 per annum



Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations) $50.00 per annum

PUBLICATIONS
Railway bridge on way into Jubilee Lake


SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong to Bendigo) and 3 Goldfields Track
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk) $45.00 includes postage & handling



GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo) $29.95 includes postage & handling



WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford) $7.50 includes postage & handling



LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh) $7.50 includes postage & handling



DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine) $7.50 includes postage & handling



LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo) $7.50 includes postage & handling
DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance

$

TOTAL

$

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name/s
Postal Address
Phone

Mobile

Email

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you. If no email address is given we will post your POST !

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460

Post all payments to: GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick VIC 3363
Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au
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