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GDTA’s 25th Anniversary October 2017 

Yes GDTA turns 25 this year.   

There will be a celebratory lunch at Elphinstone Pub starting around 1.00pm, after Richard’s orchid walk on 

Fryers Ridge, Sunday 22 October.  See the Walks Program, page 7. 

All welcome, more details closer to the date. 

Membership matters 

Thank you to members who have paid their 2017-2018 subscriptions.   

CONGRATULATIONS!  To Diane Tee,  the lucky 2017 winner for being the first member to renew for 

2017-2018.  Your prize is a virtual chocolate frog!  Don't eat it all at once :)) 

Please note:  all subscriptions are payable by 30
th
  June 2017.  

Welcome to new members: 
Angela Altair 
Damian Jones 
Maria Casanova 
Rowena Singleton 
 

Cheers 
Alison Lanigan 
Membership Officer, GDTA 

Always time for a think and a chat on a GDTA walk,  Wabbit  Wocks, Mt Alexander, 30
th
 April.  Photo Jenny Hogan 
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Track matters:  facts….and fiction? 

Bill Casey collects and collates data from three track counters situated on walker / mountain bike  sections 

of the Goldfields Track.  Each event counted could be a walker or bike rider – or a kangaroo – or a trail bike 

although the counters are situated away from known trail bike areas.  

The average count is two to five events per day.  Or…almost 70 to 80  events per month on Wallaby, and 

137 per month on Dry Diggings Track. 

Our other data set is GPX downloads from our web site.  Bike riders presumably are the main downloaders 

of GPX files as walkers are happy to hold and occasionally consult a map – or the Goldfields Track Guide!   

File downloads are currently under 20 per month for the Wallaby Track, and around 40 to 60 per month for 

Dry Diggings and Leanganook. (see graph next page).  Does this mean that the ratio of riders to walkers is 1 

to 3 on Wallaby and between 1: 2 and 1:1 on Dry Diggings and Leanganook?  Maybe, but the ratio of riders 

to walkers is probably higher as file downloads are done only once but might be used many times. 

Bill reports that on the tracks he usually sees walkers in groups, ie probably bushwalking clubs and more 

often on weekends; and riders in just 2s and 3s throughout the week.    

So the numbers could mean 4 bushwalking clubs (of around 15 walkers) per month on each of the 3 tracks.  

Bike riders on the other hand are favouring Dry Diggings and Leanganook Tracks- which might have 

something to do with the very active Castlemaine Rocky Riders and the soon-to-be Harcourt Mountain Bike 

Park.  And that’s as far as I am prepared to stretch the statistics.  Barb 

 

Track counters 

LOCATION Date Count 
Days of 
count 

Comment 

Pinchgut Rd,  Wombat Forest,  Barkstead area  Walking Guide approx. point 34 on Wallaby Track 

 

22-10-15   OK 

10-12-15 154 49 OK 

18-02-16 83 70 OK 

17-03-16 31 28 OK 

22-09-16 473 189 OK 

20-10-16 45 30 OK 

28-11-16 56 39 Appears some recent trail bike activity. 

09-03-17 234 101 All OK 

11-04-17 81 33 OK 

05-05-17 63 24 OK 

Totals: 1220 563 Average daily:  2.2 

White Point,  Wombat Forest,  Leonards Hill area  Walking Guide approx. point 38 on Wallaby Track 

 

17-09-15 
  

OK 

22-10-15 96 35 Counter damaged - repair needed 

10-12-15 176 49 Attempted repair -  

 
18-02-16 204 70 Counter re-positioned inside post. 

 17-03-16 75 28 Signs of possible trail bike activity 

 22-09-16 546 189 Track extremely wet in this area 

 20-10-16 40 30 Recent trail bike damage evident 

 28-11-16 67 39 

Appears to have been significant trail bike activity 
Counter may be faulty, double counting 
sometimes 

 09-03-17 229 101 Counter tested OK-  single increment 

 11-04-17 69 33 
Counter in-operative – not incrementing.  
Attention required 

 05-05-17 73 24 Increments OK, appears operative again 

 
Totals: 1575 598 Average daily: 2.6 
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Browns Gully, Castlemaine Diggings National Heritage Park, Glen Luce area Walking Guide approx  

point 19 on Dry Diggings Track 

 

22-09-16 
  

Very recent trail bike activity. 

20-10-16 149 30 No recent trail bike activity evident. 

28-11-16 381 39 All OK 

 
09-03-17 346 101 All OK 

 
11-04-17 221 33 OK 

 
05-05-17 135 24 OK 

 
Totals: 1232 227 Average daily: 5.4 

 

GPX Downloads 

 

 

Track Works 

The southern portion of the realignment of the Goldfields Track in Nerrina Historic Area (Map 6 in the 

Goldfields Track Guide) was finished in early May by the GDTA work crew.   A total of 6 posts with  the 

appropriate arrows has been installed in new locations, and track users should have no difficulty in 

following the new route.  Having an experienced crew (Neville and Ian), good work tools and  operator-

extraordinaire Ed made it a rapid and efficient operation.  The northern section realignment and some scrub 

clearing were completed a bit later.  Bill Casey 

Track Audits 

The Lerderderg Track, which runs between Daylesford and Bacchus Marsh via Blackwood, was reopened 

by DELWP in June last year after being closed for many months for safety assessment and works.  Ken 

Dowling undertook to audit the Lerderderg Track for GDTA and posted his adventures on GDTA facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1663302510591847/ . see next pages. 
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Lerderderg Track,  Mt Blackwood to Bacchus Marsh 19th  April 

With Damian & John we rode the Lerderderg 

Track from Mt Blackwood to Bacchus Marsh 

to record the GDT signposts for Bill Casey 

and maybe have a bit of fun.  3 hours, 22km, 

elevation drop of 550m.  This photo just after 

we started with burn off haze very evident.  

The steep drop through paddock grass from 

the top of Tower Track and a sudden 

encounter with a fallen tree led to a hilarious 

bike drop, bunny hops and regain of balance 

by grabbing a barbed wire fence as both 

knees banged into a rock.  Unfortunately 

Damian forgot to turn his helmet cam on at the start.  The rest of the trip was enjoyable and nearly 

uneventful.  When we started down the eastern spur after passing Long Point Track, we were puzzled by 

the forest being totally small trees 3-4m high.  Was there a destructive forest fire?  Was this spur previously 

farmland?  I doubt it had been logged as this is a Park.  We would love to know.  GDT signs became 

increasingly hard to find as we entered the suburbs and we soon lost them so will have to go back 

sometime.  Elwyn commented:  I agree that in the latter stages signs more difficult to see... also not so 

exciting for those on foot.... 

Lerderderg Track,  Daylesford to Blackwood 14th  May 

Anitra and I walked Lerderderg Tk E from Nolans Picnic Ground today to complete the audit from 

Daylesford to Blackwood.  2 missing/needed signs, a couple broken and a very slippery double creek 

crossing in need of a foot bridge.  Track not well used on upper side of road as can be seen from photo. 

Display board on the Nolans picnic ground shelter would be useful if allowed.  Enjoyed the walk at a fast 

pace which overcame the cold.  Just a small length of audit at Blackwood and the Bacchus Marsh suburbs 

to go. 

 

Lerderderg Track   Bacchus Marsh 1st June 

Another memorable Lerderderg Track ride by GDTA members -. missed by Damian and John.  But who 

would have thought it in suburban Bacchus Marsh?  I'll let Gib and Barry tell you how we lost a bike and a 

bike computer off the back of the car.  Suffice to say the reason why we lost the trail last time are now 

readily apparent as we scrambled through long grass with the few sign posts obliterated by grass and 

weeds.  A few more posts needed on the overgrown easement around the NE flank. of Darly 

communication towers hill.  And we discovered that some Bacchus Marsh residents have a penchant for 

twisting signs.  The good news is that Gib & Ken found what may be an alternative mountain bike route 

over the towers hill.  And Barry & Gib found an alternative for everyone from the railway station via paths 
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and low traffic streets into the town.  Anitra and Ken then continued from the town to the freeway underpass 

via low traffic back streets thus avoiding the heavily trafficked Grant St.  Photo from Tower Hill showing 

good track for mountain bike riders.  Photo showing the display at Bacchus Marsh station with poster and 

plexiglass needing replacement, similar to Blackwood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regent Honeyeater planting dates 

Hi Everyone, 

Please find attached the planting dates for this year for the Regent Honeyeater Project. 

The dates are 

August 12-13 
August 26-27 
September 9-10 
September 23-24 
October 7-8 

We have plenty of great sites available and we can supply accommodation at the Scout and Guides hall in 

the form of mattresses, an evening meal on Saturday and an onsite lunch on Sunday. 

Please note that Ray is away on sick leave and we look forward to seeing him soon. 

Please contact me, Andie Guerin with any queries and to RSVP. 
Looking forward to seeing you, 

Andie Guerin 
Field Officer with the Regent Honeyeater Project. 
andie@regenthoneyeater.org.au  ,  Date: 9/06/2017  

Gib’s photos below showing GDT posts in 

distress 

 

mailto:andie@regenthoneyeater.org.au
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Federation Walks Weekend 2017 – WARBURTON 

The 2017 Federation Walks Weekend will be held in the Warburton area, 75km east of Melbourne in the Yarra Valley.  The 

weekend will be hosted by Melbourne Bushwalkers over the weekend of Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th October 2017. 

Registrations open on Saturday 1st July and close on Friday 1st September 2017. 

http://www.fedwalks.org.au/home/the-walks-2017.html 

Location location 

During the Mt Alexander walk there was discussion about the utility of Personal Locator Beacons.  These 

PLBs can send via satellite a distress signal including position that is received by emergency services.  

Some clubs have them and they can also be hired.  However there is another device that can be used like 

a PLB but has additional features that are very useful for some persons.  These are personal satellite 

communicators and we have one.  See http://digbig.com/5bmwmn and the 2 related posts for our 

experience of InReach (and SPOT). 

We use the InReach frequently because one of us prefers to ride and the 

other walk, often alone.  Also, when on a mapping project for 

orienteering, Rogaining or trails I am generally alone in the bush.  At our 

age accidents are liable to be more frequent and more severe yet don't 

require the use of InReach's emergency assistance function.  Text 

messages and emails can be sent from the InReach to advise of delays, 

issues, progress.  We are often out of mobile range but rarely out of 

satellite scope. 

Apart from the utility of contact, our progress can also be observed online 

from the timed position transmissions.  This has proven useful when the 

user changes their planned route after leaving and also when mapping as 

there is no precise planned route. 

Is inReach for everyone?  No, but it certainly does merit consideration if 

thinking about a PLB.  We have used SPOT then InReach for some 8 

years and wouldn't be without InReach. 

http://pivotel.com.au/inreachse.php   

Ken Dowling 

(Ed: The price appears to be around $600 plus subscription required.) 

 

 

 

  

http://www.mbw.org.au/
http://www.fedwalks.org.au/home/the-walks-2017.html
http://digbig.com/5bmwmn
http://pivotel.com.au/inreachse.php
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Up through Wabbit Wocks,           On Langs Lookout 

GDTA 2017 Walks Program 

SUNDAY 
25 JUNE 

Bike Ride,  

Lerderderg Track 
from Jubilee Lake 
south 

Medium 20 km  Ken Dowling ken@mapsport.com.au 

Full Ride description will 
be emailed to all enquiries 

 

SUNDAY 
23 JULY 

Fryerstown area 
Circuit 

Medium 14 km Ed Butler edbutl@gmail.com 

 

 

SUNDAY 
27 AUGUST 

Vaughan Springs 
circuit 

Medium 12 km Elwyn Davies Elwyn.Davies@mh.org.au 0439 557 730 

 

SUNDAY 
24 
SEPTEMBER 

La Gerche track, 
over Brackenberg 
Hill, Creswick area 

Medium 10 km Gib Wettenhall gib@vic.chariot.net.au 

 

 

SUNDAY 
22 OCTOBER 

Fryers Ridge 
Orchids walk 

Morning walk 

Easy 10 km Richard Piesse  0448 572 867 

GDTA 25
th

 Anniversary lunch      

WEEKEND 
28 – 29 
OCTOBER 

Warburton, 
Federation Walk 
Weekend 

  Melbourne 
Bushwalking 
Club 

  

SUNDAY 
26 NOVEMBER 

Mt Franklin area 
cultural.  Walk and 
drive 

Easy  Barry Golding b.golding@federation.edu.
au 

 

GDTA financial members walk at no cost other than your annual subscription.  

Visitors are welcome.  You must be reasonably fit and able to walk the distance listed for the walk and be 

able to tackle reasonable uphill sections.   You must become a Temporary GDTA Member (for one day only 

– by signing a form on the day) so that you are covered by insurance.  

In the one calendar year, visitors can have up to three walks as a Temporary Member, at a fee of $5.00 per 

walk, after which they must become a Financial Member before walking again with GDTA.   

Walks are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.   

NOTE:  Give your phone number so we can contact you if walk arrangements change. 

Walk Reports 

Walk 3  Harcourt Cidery, Mt Alexander 30th April 2017 

This was a circuit walk on Mt Alexander, similar to last year.  Starting from a cidery orchard we headed 

upwards crossing Roxanne Pass to the West Spur outlook, then up to Shepherds Flat Lookout.  From there 

we crossed the ridgeline to the east side of the mountain and Lang’s Lookout for lunch.  We tracked south 

on the eastern flank for a while then crossed back to the west side, sidling above Lodge Brothers quarry, 

down through the Oak Forest then via the Harcourt Channel back to the cidery.  Barb & Lionel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ken@mapsport.com.au
mailto:edbutl@gmail.com
mailto:Elwyn.Davies@mh.org.au
mailto:gib@vic.chariot.net.au
http://www.gdt.org.au/
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Editor’s Note:  Elwyne commented 

on facebook  that the photo on the 

right  looked like a wedding.   Well 

he’d know. 

 

From Elwyn: 

What walk on the GDTA calendar can boast finishing at a 

Cidery?  We were well looked after by Henrys of Harcourt 

and a ramble over Mt Alexander led by the guide 

extraordinaire Lionel Jenkins. 

Weather was kind and the turnout was excellent.  Some 

great views were afforded but I don’t think we were able to 

see any Shepherds Purse, which Richard Piesse 

explained to us grew in this this area only 

From Talking Plants Blogspot: 
Although a recent survey of Mount Alexander found 

7,000 plants, they are grouped into ten small 

populations and numbers fluctuate from year to year.  

A fire at the wrong time or a few too many nibbling 

animals could easily send this plant to extinction in the wild. 

The end of the walk took us is through the Oak Forest and the number of fly 

agaric , or amanita muscaria here was enormous.  It led to a bit of a slow 

down while the cameras came out.  This has been one of the best years for 

fungi in Victoria for a very long time. 

From Harcourt Valley website: 
Back in 1900, the Lands Department cleared 20 acres at Picnic Gully 

and planted a variety of oaks, mostly Valonia Oaks.  The venture was 

aimed at providing acorns in large quantities for the local tanning 

industry. Although the Valonia Oaks are mostly gone, some of the other 

oaks became well established, thriving to this day. 

A glass of cider to finish a most enjoyable day. 
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Walk 4  Blackwood Circuit  28th May 2017 

Despite a very poor weather forecast a hardy group of 23 souls started their walk at the Blackwood Mineral 

springs and set off into the wild led by Elwyn Davies 

A section off track took us to Sawpit Gully falls.  Still no flow but we stopped for morning tea and were 

catered for by Jenny Hogan, with cake and cheese, which has fast become a staple of these walks.  Jenny 

pointing out the rum in the cake was vintage impressed us no end. 

The next section of walk took us through the fern gully and a steep climb up to Yankee mine.  An area of a 

great deal of activity in past, with some jolly large holes remaining. 

And the last word, from Gib  (via facebook)  :  The 15km Blackwood "ramble" included an impressive off-

track fern gully with WW1 trenches to straddle.  Luckily, Jenny supplied fortifying port cake for morning tea. 

Elwyn's obsession with fungi continues. 

 

 

 

Photos posted on facebook by Ken and  Gib. 
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Other Track news 

Buninyong to Daylesford in 4 days 

Ballarat Bushwalking Club’s Wednesday 

Ramblers met Jill and David Ebbs doing 

Wallaby Track in 4 days.  They later reported: 

We made it to Daylesford, and are recovering 

on the couch today nursing tired legs and 

blisters!  By the time we got to accommodation 

each night, the distances seemed to extend, 

and covering 104km in four days was certainly 

a bit harder than we had planned on, even 

without carrying much  

Photo taken by Gary Bunn of the Ballarat 

Bushwalking Club and sent to us by John Petheram. 

 

Doing the GoldfieldsTrack 

Note received by GDTA  

Though I began walking the Goldfields Track in 2011, it took me until last year to continue the walk when 
I teamed up with Julie from Grampians Bushwalking Club. 

Some highlights of the journey: 
April 2016 – Sleepover at Fire Engine Road and joining in the Mollongghip Harvest Festival. 

September 2016 – Camping at Fryerstown Hall and meeting the locals for Friday night Happy Hour and 
Book Club. 

March 2017 – Camping at Leanganook Campground and day walking the final stages into Bendigo. 

Along the way we were guided by Gib Wettenhall’s comprehensive walking guide and maps. 
It has all been a wonderful adventure for me ..... 
 
Marg Farrar,  Ararat 

Member’s News from afar 

Hello Everyone 

My name is Philip Thomas and I've been a member of GDTA for two years.  I haven't been active as I live 

in Mornington, but I joined more as a gesture of appreciation for the enjoyment I got from walking the entire 

Great Dividing Trail over a 2-3 year period.  Fantastic work GDTA. 

When I paid my annual dues, Alison wondered if I might write a few paragraphs about my current 

experience which is as an Australian volunteer in Hue, Vietnam. 

I retired two years ago from full-time work and enjoyed many projects I had been planning for many years - 

travel and walking featuring strongly!  But I had also enjoyed a 3-month stint as a volunteer in Sri Lanka in 

2011 and was keen to explore options for overseas volunteering again - that combination of foreign cultures 

and making a contribution is pretty irresistible for me.  I'm in my late 60's and realised that I needed to get 

on with it if it was to be anything other than a dream.  So after a fairly challenging process of registering 

with the Australian Volunteers for International Development program (an Australian Government initiative), 

finding a job possibility, applying, being interviewed, and being processed - I was finally accepted.  If 

bureaucracy is not your thing then this program may not be for you.  But I was keen enough and committed 

so here I am in Hue, Vietnam! 

I'm working for a small not-for-profit organisation called the Centre for Social Research and Development 

(CSRD).  CSRD has seven full-time staff including me and I am assured I am the most handsome man in 

the office - I suspect this holds until another male joins!  We carry out funded environmental and community 

projects for international donors such as Oxfam and I am CSRD's funding advisor - responsible for 
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finalising funding submissions, getting the English right and increasingly, preparing the submissions.  

Surprisingly I've loved getting back into work, and particularly in a slightly different field (I was previously a 

town planning consultant). 

Fairly early on I realised that 'expect the unexpected' was a suitable motto for overseas volunteering as 

over time, basically every plan and idea I had about what I would do here has gone out the window - 

cooking at home has proved impractical, not riding a motorbike equally so, learning Vietnamese language 

(tried hard but have had to accept my limitations) etc etc.  But it has been an exciting and energising ride 

and overall I've had a wonderful time here.  Lots of travel around the country on weekends and I did a 'road 

trip' south to Ho Chi Minh City over the Tet New Year holiday period with a visit to the Da Lat hill station and 

the highlands area.  Long 10-15 hour train trips in cabins reminiscent of my travels around India in the '70s.  

Bliss!  My main achievement in Ho Chi Minh City was walking through the traffic onto the roundabout next 

to the main market - here is a link to show you the enormity of my effort - http://go-vietnam.com/funnny-

things-life-in-vietnam/frenetic-traffic-hcmc/ 

And Hue where I live is a remarkable place.  A city of about 350,000 people which is seen in Vietnam as 

quite conservative and slow, but also as the cultural, spiritual and culinary centre of Vietnam.  It was the 

capital for the last of the emperors (Nguyen dynasty) from about 1800 to 1950 and has a remarkable 

collection of buildings - the Citadel, Imperial Palace, Forbidden City, quarters for the Mandarins, pagodas, 

and the tombs of the emperors scattered around the town. It is a World Heritage site for architecture, music, 

and its collection of historic books.  Sadly much of it has been rebuilt as it was on the frontline during the 

Vietnam/American War and was smashed during the 1968 Tet Offensive - it’s awful to think of the damage 

and loss of lives on both sides when you're living here with these lovely people. 

No update of life here would be complete without a comment on Hue's weather.  I had non-stop rain for the 

first month or two, followed by the mouldy season in February/March followed by two good but warm 

months and now I'm headed into the heat of summer proper with an average temperature of 35 degrees till 

August.  And then the rain sets in.  Hue floods 2-3 times very year and gets around 2-3 feet of rain each 

month from September-December.  The weather is part of life for people here so I'm not going to whinge 

and as time goes on, I'm getting used to the heat at least. 

And the beautifully preserved medieval port town of Hoi An is also fairly close - a wonderful spot that some 

of you will have visited.  You can do cooking classes, yoga, spas and massage, buy English novels, get a 

suit made, visit the old Chinese community houses for the merchants from the different provinces who used 

to trade here - from Hainan, Fujian, Chaozhou, and Canton.  I visited the market to buy one new shoelace 

and was 'persuaded' to buy $80 worth of new shoes, a new shirt and various other oddments.  I was 

completely out of my depth! 

I'm having a wonderful time here and this has been a highlight of my life.  If I had been asked to return 

home after three months I would have been well and truly devastated.  My feet are now back on the ground 

and life has returned to some sort of normality and I'm looking forward to getting homesick soon so that my 

return to life in Australia is not too difficult. 

All the best from Vietnam - and I look forward to meeting some of you on the GDT at some point. 

Hen gap lai, Philip Thomas 

   

1.  Colourful traditional costumes in Hue City 
2. Buying a kumquat tree for the Tet Festival 
3. The delightful Mrs Ha at Hoi An 

 

http://go-vietnam.com/funnny-things-life-in-vietnam/frenetic-traffic-hcmc/
http://go-vietnam.com/funnny-things-life-in-vietnam/frenetic-traffic-hcmc/
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name/s  

Postal Address 
 

 

Phone Mobile Email 

We will email news & track updates and the quarterly edition of POST to you.  If no email address is given we will post your POST !  

Membership enquiries to gdtatrail@gmail.com or P O Box 429 Daylesford Vic 3460 

Post all payments to:   GDTA Treasurer, P O Box 374 Creswick VIC 3363 

Or use PayPal electronic funds transfer via Membership and Online Shop link on www.gdt.org.au 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS AND RENEWALS  AMOUNT 

 Single Membership   $30.00 per annum  

 Family Membership   two family members, $45.00 per annum     

 Additional participating family member   $20.00  

 Concession Membership (with Pensioner Card)   SINGLE $25.00 per annum, FAMILY  $40 per annum  

 Corporate Membership (Other walking clubs, businesses, other organisations)   $50.00 per annum  

PUBLICATIONS  

 SPECIAL OFFER. GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong  to Bendigo)  and 3 Goldfields Track 
maps (Wallaby Tk, Dry Diggings Tk, Leanganook Tk)     $45.00 includes postage & handling 

 

 GOLDFIELDS TRACK WALKING GUIDE (Mt Buninyong through to Bendigo)  $29.95 includes postage & handling  

 WALLABY TRACK MAP (Buninyong - Ballarat - Daylesford)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LERDERDERG TRACK MAP (Daylesford – Bacchus Marsh)  $7.50  includes postage & handling  

 DRY DIGGINGS TRACK MAP(Daylesford-Castlemaine)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

 LEANGANOOK TRACK MAP (Castlemaine–Bendigo)   $7.50 includes postage & handling  

DONATION TO GDTA for Track Construction and Maintenance  $ 

TOTAL   $ 

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
http://www.gdt.org.au/

