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Front Cover: GDTA surveyor, Bill Casey, maps
the location of one of the new posts on Stage
1 of the Lerderderg Track upgrade. The posts
are branded with a distinctive sky blue top.
See story page 5. (Photo: Gib Wettenhall)

Back Cover: Reproduction of the new trailhead
sign which will be installed at the Bridport
Street lookout in Daylesford as part of the
Lerderderg Track upgrade.

GDTA POST

The GDTA POST is a quarterly publication of
the The Great Dividing Trail Association Inc.
Publication dates are the first day of March,
June, September and December. Copy
deadlines are two weeks prior to the
publication date. Copy should be in text or MS
Word format. Images are preferred in JPEG
format and should include a caption and photo
credit where appropriate. E-mail submissions
directly to the editor.

Editor: Tim Bach
e: editor@gdt.org.au
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The Great
Association Inc.

Dividing Trail

The GDTA is an Incorporated Association
registered with Consumer Affairs Victoria
(Registration number: A0027059N).

The purposes of the GDTA are to:

Vifr tStategically devetop and maintain, where

feasible, new and existing tracks in

conjunction with land managers and other

stakeholders.

1 Ensure that the information provided to
walkers and riders on its tracks is up to
date and of a high quality.

1 Provide leadership, strategic advice and
assistance to local, regional and state
government organisations involved in
walking and mountain bike activity.

1 Carefully use its funds wisely and
creatively, taking account of new web,
mapping and interpretation technologies
including apps.

1 Actively and strategically support similar
activities of other selected groups and
organisations.

i Provide opportunities for new sorts of
membership, affiliation and involvement
more appropriate to mainly younger,
Information-and-Communication-
Technology-based generations.

i Maintain and provide new and different

opportunities  (aside  from  business

meetings) for socialisation and less formal
involvement of its existing and previous

members (and new O0Friendso)

1 Identify and promote walking and
mountain biking options and events that
dovetail with existing train and bus
timetables.

GDTA Committee

President: Gib Wettenhall
Vice-President: Ed Butler
Secretary: Mike Gustus
Treasurer: Brian Lanigan

Committee Members:

Tim Bach Neville Fraser
Bill Casey Barry Golding
Ken Dowling  Ali Lanigan
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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

By Gib Wettenhall

By this time next year the Lerderderg Track
ought to be fully restored. The launch of the
first half to Blackwood is dealt with elsewhere
in this issue of POST (Page 4). While this is a
clearly visible achievement, our challenge is
putting in place an overarching structure and
process to ensure ongoing maintenance of all
300 kilometres of the GDTN. Steve Wroe,
CEO of Daylesford Macedon Tourism, will act
as the 6incepti @aivé

The members annual lunch at the Woodshed
Café was the third time we have combined a
walk and lunch in spring. Its popularity would
seem to guarantee a repeat in 2020. We also
held a members lunch at the Book Barn in
autumn that was well attended. Members have
reported they enjoy these added social
activities, particularly as they are free!

To coincide with the Lerderderg Track
upgrade, GDTAd6s map

produced a new Lerderderg Track map on
waterproof paper that features alternative bike
routes and a revised route through Bacchus
Marsh. It has sold out but a revised edition
should be available early in the New Year.

Graphic designer Jamie Phillips, the man
behind our guidebook, has totally revamped
our website. Aided by a GDTA team of Gib
Wettenhal |, Bill Case
uploaded new text and graphics, consistent in
style with the guidebook, for the 300 km
GDTN. Bill and Ken now manage the vital task
of keeping the website current.

Consistent with our Lerderderg Track push,
our 2019 Walks & Rides Program, focused on
circuits around the Lerderderg Track. Most
were well patronised by our membership. The
2020 Walks & Rides Program will focus on the
theme of OExploring
The first dr aft of
page 15 of this POST.

Bill Casey continues his surveillance of
missing posts and fallen trees along the
southern end of the Goldfields Track. His work
crew of Colonel

agent

t he
next

Caseyos

stalwarts Mike Gustus and Neville Fraser. In
Spring, we had a successful joint working bee
on track repair with Parks Victoria at Slaty
Creek Campground No 1. More are planned
for next year.

Steady sales of the Goldfields Track Walk or
Ride Guide continue to underpin our finances,
so ably managed by Treasurer Brian Lanigan.
Aji banigap Ras @ firm hand on membership
and sales, with retail book distribution
overseen by Ed Butler. Former secretary
Lionel Jenkins and his partner Barb Guerin did
a great job with the POST newsletter, which
has been handed on to new member, Tim
Bach, as Editor. Combining the archives of the
POST and GDTA has occupied Neville Fraser
and Anne Beggs-Sunter.

Our association with the Book Barn sadly
came to an end with its closure. The GDTA

ma k eGommittkee meld Bvenmb imaetings there for

many a year featuring a splendid feed
produced by owner Andrew Green, plus a
warm fire in winter and access to wine. No
wonder the full committee regularly attended!
Now that wedbre moving
without food or wine will the numbers hold up?

C 0 m ilaom theoLsrdertieqy arhcki $tagyes?2.
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HALF THE LERDERDERG TRACK UPGRADE DONE,

HALF TO GO

By Gib Wettenhall

A major milestone achieved this year was the
reposting and repainting of posts for half of the
87km long Lerderderg Track between
Daylesford and Blackwood. This section is
largely through state forest. The Victorian
Government Department of the Environment,
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) provided
up to $25,000 in funds for the GDTA to
upgrade and distinctively brand the Lerderderg
Track, with all post tops gaining a sky blue
stripe. The upgrade was undertaken
professionally by the work crew of Butlers
Bandits, led by Ed Butler with the assistance of
lan Scott and Neville Fraser.

Built by the GDTA with volunteer labour
starting in 2001, the Lerderderg Track
traverses wet sclerophyll forest and steep
slopes on top of the Great Divide. A dozen
years after completion, it had become
overgrown by dense vegetation and badly
eroded by water, trail bikes and 4WDs.
Richard Wadsworth from Forest Assets &
Recreation in DELWP acknowledged the track
had fallen into disrepair and allocated funds to
aid its restoration by the GDTA.

The upgraded 38 kilometre long stage 1 from
Daylesford to Blackwood was launched in
October by the Hepburn Shire Mayor, Cr Don
Henderson, at the members annual lunch at
the rustic Woodshed Café in Daylesford, the
central hub of the Great Dividing Trail Network.
Together with  GDTA  President, Gib
Wettenhall, the Mayor unveiled a mock up of
one of the trailhead display signs.

Land managers and partners joined the 24
GDTA members at the launch. They had
warmed up for the event with a ramble along
the Lost Childrends

The remaining 49 kilometre stage 2 of the
Lerderderg Track between Blackwood and
Bacchus Marsh falls within land managed by
Moorabool Shire and Parks Victoria Bacchus
Marsh. Moorabool Shire has granted the
GDTA $2,000 toward signage for trailheads
within the Shire and is engraving posts with
the GDTA logo along the Werribee River in
Bacchus Marsh. Parks Victoria Bacchus
Marsh, have indicated they will grant the
necessary funds to repost stage 2.

We are waiting on funding bids to Hepburn
Shire and to the Victorian Government via
Bushwalking Victoria in order to meet our total
target budget of around $25,000 for stage 2. In
the meantime, we have given the green light to
Butler® Bandits to repost as far as Mt
Blackwood (half of the half left!)

|

| Lerderderg Track
7km

|

Wal k.

AThe Great iDi$ & pedfecinngatchT r a
withthe Shi reb6s objectives of
regionods natur al and ¢ uch ol MeRdérson, MEySr Br H&pbu® Shirl @ft),
remar ked, ilas we | | as lunchedn otite i Ire@erdety e Taakkt tpyrade by
l'iving. o unveiling one of the #fAbladeso t
points on the Track. GDTA President, Gib
Wettenhall, explains the finer points

Great Dividing Trail Association Inc. Page 4
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NEW LIFE MEMBERS!

By Barry Golding

The recent Great Dividing Trail Association
membership lunch on October 27 was deemed
an excellent time to formally announce the
awarding of GDTA Life Memberships to three
incredibly deserving recipients.
Congratulations to Ali Lanigan, Gib Wettenhall
and Brian Lanigan.

All three inductees have contributed much
over several decades to the Association. Their
Life Membership certificates acknowledged @n
outstanding, generous, sustained and ongoing
contribution to the Great Dividing Tralil
Association, its cause, its members and the
community®d

We warmly congratulate our three new Life
Members.

Ali Lanigan

Ali is a former long-
serving President,
Secretary  and is
currently Membership
Secretary and On Line
Sales Officer. Ali is our
first female Life
Member. The citation on Ali6 s a espeacidlly
acknowledged Al i éuge, voluntary and
sustained leadership contribution over many
years, including as highly competent and
dedicated GDTA Secretary and President, and
now as Membership Officer and Online Sales
person, al ways Opi ck
ensuring that all t he
still on and turning, both uphill and downhill
along the track.o

Gib Wettenhall

Gib is currently GDTA
President and long-
time Publications
Of f i cer citatidB i
acknowledged his
duge, voluntary and
sustained contribution
to researching, writing,

- -

i ng
As ¢

designing, editing and publishing a wide range
of high quality interpretive materials for GDTA,
including maps, guides and award winning
guidebooks. Gib has always wisely led and
contributed in so many other aspects of GTDA

6from the middl eo, in a
in recent, successful and transformational
terms as GDTA President. 06

Brian Lanigan

Brianis our current and long serving Treasurer.
Brian was specifically acknowledged for his
duge, voluntary and sustained contribution
managing the critically important role as GDTA
Treasurer, always with great honesty, care and
accuracy and with minimum fuss, balancing
the books and smoothing out the financial
6 bumps dthed&rdcla n g

Great Dividing Trail Association

Life Members

Patrick Hope
Barry Golding
Neil McCracken
Bill Casey

Ed Butler
Richard Piesse
Neville Fraser
Andrew Green
Ali Lanigan

Gib Wettenhall

Brian Lanigan

Great Dividing Trail Association Inc.
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*UDYHTV OL J@ockbise Nrom top left): Magnificent timbers remain among the largely re-growth
forest. A timber tramway cutting was one of the only visible remaining features. Ed examines some very
old graffiti. Wattles frame wal ker gPhaios: Jandy &logan) ai |
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