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President’s Report  

We’ve now met with all land managers along the 89km Lerderderg Track.  Most recently, Ken Dowling 

arranged for us to discuss a new route threading through the suburbs of Bacchus Marsh.  Moorabool Shire 

urban planner, Joe Morgan Payler was able to show us a new shared use walking/bike route leading into 

Bacchus Marsh railway station.  We’ll put new signage in place next year and develop a trailhead at the 

Grant St Reserve. 

At the Daylesford end of the Lerderderg Track, DELWP and the GDTA have agreed to bike diversions and 

upgrading signage from the new trailhead overlooking Lake Daylesford at the Bridport St lookout.  DELWP 

is going to build two new bridges for the track.  To distinctively brand the Lerderderg Track, post tops are 

gaining a sky blue stripe.  Ed Butler’s Bandits have begun track clearing and adding the blue stripe to posts 

in Cornish Hill (see page 3).  The sky blue has been chosen as it stands out against much of the dark green 

forest along the Lerderderg Track, especially for riders. 

We have signed off on the new design for the GDT website.  A major change is to highlight the Lerderderg 

Track upfront and to distinguish its difference with the Goldfields Track.  Rob Morris, our lead contact in 

DELWP, pointed out the necessity of sorting out the roles of responsibility between Goldfields Track Inc 

(GTI) and the GDTA.  While the Lerderderg Track and the four tracks that make up the Goldfields Track are 

all part of the Great Dividing Trail Network, the GTI markets and promotes the Goldfields Track.  For its 

part, the GDTA continues to maintain and promote the Lerderderg Track in concert with land managers. 

The GDTA also has the added responsibility of overseeing maintenance in the southern half of the 

Goldfields Track. 

The various parts of the Great Dividing Trail Network will come together on the Home page of the new 

website.  To further accentuate that the GDTA is more than one linear trail along the top of the Divide, the 

new cap for the GDTA reinforces the concept of the GDTN (see article next page). 

 

 Descent from Mt Beckworth.    Two Peaks walk,  December 2nd   photo:  Gib Wettenhall 
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As forewarned, as part of the updating of our image, we will no longer be bringing out quarterly editions of 

the POST newsletter.  This Last POST signals the end of an era!  Instead, we will attempt to bring out 

monthly Bulletins linked to the new website.  The first is proposed for March 2019 when we plan to launch 

the new website.  We hope to send paper versions of the bulletin to members who currently receive paper 

copies of POST and don’t have internet access. 

A new committee member, Damian Georgiou, joined at our November 

meeting at the Book Barn.  A mountain biking and walking colleague of 

Ken Dowling’s, Damian has already led one ride around Maryborough 

as part of our Walks & Rides Program.  Next year’s annual program of 

walks & rides is focused around (surprise, surprise!) the Lerderderg 

Track.  I’m starting by leading a walk and a swim in Jubilee or St 

Georges Lake at the top end of the track in February.  You can see the 

first cut of the Walks & Ride Program 2019 in this edition of POST, and it 

will be updated on the website as we find leaders to fill the blank 

spaces.  Any volunteers? 

All the best for Christmas and see you out on the track in the New Year. 

Gib Wettenhall 

President, GDTA     Seen here on the Trail Network with Anitra Dowling 

New caps 

The GDTA has new embroidered caps and badges in production that are much the same colour and design 

as in the past, but with different wording.  On the back is our new mantra that we can chant while walking or 

riding along:  “Walk Ride the Great Divide.”   It’s got a nice rhythm to it when you say it aloud, don’t you 

think? (Thanks for that, Barb Guerin).  Upfront our logo is encircled with the words  

Great Dividing Trail Network.  As the creators and custodians of the Lerderderg Track and the Goldfields 

Track, we need an overarching title for our network of trails so that’s how we’re going to promote ourselves 

through the new website.  The dark green caps with white piping will be produced in heavyweight brushed 

cotton. 

Besides an initial production run of 50 GDTN caps, we’re also producing 50 GDTN circular badges, with 

maroon wording on a white background.  For starters, caps and badges will be available to members only – 

$20 for a cap and $5 for an embroidered badge.  Postage will be $8 for the cap (i.e. $28 if posted out).   

As a special package, you could order a cap & badge for only $30.   

To place an order, contact Membership Officer, Alison Lanigan via email – gdtatrail@gmail.com   

To avoid the added postage cost, you could arrange to pick up a before a walk/ride. 

 

  

mailto:gdtatrail@gmail.com
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Trail Network 

We first published this terrific schematic which 

shows the Track names that make up the 

Great Dividing Trail Network, in June 2018. 

As described by Gib in September POST, the 

Campaspe Track proposal is on hold until the 

Crown land status and management of the 

Wombat Forest is decided by VEAC. 

The Lerderderg track upgrade has started - at 

Cornish Hill which Ed has slashed and cleared 

with the signage upgraded showing off our 

new livery, a pale blue stripe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GPX File downloads 2018 

 Feb Mar-
Apr 

May Jun Jul Aug 
Sept 
Oct 

Nov YTD 

Eureka Walk 47 41 12 13 3 44 15 175 

Eureka Ride 29 54 10 7 7 28 24 159 

Wallaby Walk 42 51 12 22 15 47 25 214 

Wallaby Ride 29 54 8 4 3 38 18 154 

Dry Diggings Walk 49 59 36 36 20 58 12 270 

Dry Diggings Ride 35 44 14 4 8 19 15 139 

Leanganook Walk 36 44 20 28 18 37 11 194 

Leanganook Ride 32 34 6 3 2 19 17 113 

Lerderderg Walk 75 47 27 18 16 43 34 260 

Ballarat Circuit Shared 20 13 5 7 4 8 4 61 

Creswick Heritage Walk 20 21 2 5 2 8 15 73 

Daylesford Circuit Walk 21 10 1 5 2 8 4 51 

Chewton Circuit Walk 17 22 4 3 3 4 8 61 

Bendigo Circuit Shared 22 14 6 3 3 6 6 60 

Ararat Circuit Shared 15 12 5 2 2 8 4 48 

Monk-Chewton Shared 26 13 8 5 6 10 5 73 

Leanganook Campground connections Walk 20 12 3 8 6 12 5 66 

TOTAL 

 

535 545 179 173 120 397 222 2171 
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GDTA: 2019 Walks and Rides Program featuring the Lerderderg Track 

 

WALK unless 
otherwise shown 

Leaders & contacts WALK DESCRIPTION Rating & 
Distance 

Saturday 
FEBRUARY 23

rd
   

Gib   
0419 370 342 
gib@vic.chariot.net.au 
 

Jubilee or St Georges Lakes 
swim 

Easy 
ca. 10km 

WALK / RIDE 
Sunday

 

MARCH 24
th
  

Barry 
0427 216 337, 5345 6343 
b.golding@federation.edu.au 
Ken 
0410 481 677 
ken@mapsport.com.au 

The Heritage River near Simmons 
Reef between Nolans and Garden 
of St Erth. 
 
Combined walk and mtb ride 

 

Sunday 
APRIL 28

th
 

   

Sunday 
MAY 26

th
  

Ed 
0434 672 392 
 

Ferns and rainforest around 
Stockyard Creek Track 

 

Sunday 
JUNE 

Ron   

Sunday 
JULY 28

th
  

Barb & Lionel 
0402 427 162 
editor@gdt.org.au 

Long Forest Fauna & Flora 
Reserve (near Bacchus Marsh) 

Medium 
12 km 

Sunday 
AUGUST 25

th
  

   
 

Sunday 
SEPTEMBER 22

nd
  

   

Sunday 
OCTOBER 27

th
  

+ ANNUAL LUNCH 

Bill 
0407 347 319 
wtcasey@wtcasey.net 

Sailors Falls and Lost Childrens 
Walk 

 

Sunday 
NOVEMBER 24

th
  

   

Full details available early 2019,  check GDTA website http://www.gdt.org.au, 

Walks /Rides are generally scheduled for the fourth Sunday of the month but there CAN BE EXCEPTIONS 

– our first walk is on a SATURDAY. 

Walks/Rides are listed on http://www.gdt.org.au, and reminders emailed to members in the preceding week.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gib@vic.chariot.net.au
mailto:b.golding@federation.edu.au
mailto:editor@gdt.org.au
http://www.gdt.org.au/
http://www.gdt.org.au/
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Walk Reports 

(Walk) 11  Maryborough Goldfields  Bike Ride  October 14th  

This was an easy bike ride of about 30km through State forest, visiting various historical mine sites along 

the way.   Damian, who with Jillian led the seven riders, provided the pics.   
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Walk 12  Mt Alexander and Annual Lunch  October 28th   

Twelve walkers started from the Oak Forest at the base of Mt Alexander.  This charming camping and 

picnic area, famous in winter for the abundant red cap toadstools among the oak trees, has now somewhat 

unfortunately been taken over by mountain biker camps.  We followed old vehicle tracks up through the mtb 

park to the abandoned Lodge Bros quarry then up to the Goldfields Track (Leanganook Track).  We 

followed the trail to Shepherds Lookout then cross country down-spur all the way back to the Oak Forest.  

The walk was only about 6 km, but there was a bit of scrambling and the weathered granite gravel can be 

quite treacherous - hence the “medium” grade.  We made it back to the Goldfields Track Café just before 

1.30pm to join Barry, Bill and Gib.    

Barb & Lionel (stand-ins for Gib who was under doctor’s orders not to attempt any bush walking) 

(left) Oak Forest picnic area 

Flower photos by Judy Hopley  
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Walk 13 Two peaks walk, Mt Greenock and Mt Beckworth  December 2nd  

(from GDTA facebook)  Barry Golding's Mt Greenock - Mt Beckworth walks, bracketed by coffees in 

Clunes, went down very well with the 12 participants.  They were two very different hills.  As usual, Barry 

was a rock star of knowledge including Major Mitchell's part in the naming of Mts Greenock and Glasgow 

(we visited the latter by car).  

We climbed Mt Greenock in the morning to look out over Major Mitchell's 'Australia Felix', then drove to Mt 

Beckworth for lunch before summiting.  Two rewarding views, but involving solid climbs, so a reasonable 

level of fitness was required.  Barry’s knowledge added context to the landscape.  

Photos below by Gib 

 

Top of Mt Greenock – cairn has no plaque: Major Mitchell de-memorialised  (Gib) 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156716384828914&set=pcb.2150679371854156&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBFLBGEw9B7V1sxCSAMQMQ_AkCb8DKzxYvAGZ4Lm4oqCOBsc3wer7WwprEQGOsdksW6Yf6LxclElhox
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156716384828914&set=pcb.2150679371854156&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBFLBGEw9B7V1sxCSAMQMQ_AkCb8DKzxYvAGZ4Lm4oqCOBsc3wer7WwprEQGOsdksW6Yf6LxclElhox
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156716384828914&set=pcb.2150679371854156&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBFLBGEw9B7V1sxCSAMQMQ_AkCb8DKzxYvAGZ4Lm4oqCOBsc3wer7WwprEQGOsdksW6Yf6LxclElhox
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156716384828914&set=pcb.2150679371854156&type=3&ifg=1&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBFLBGEw9B7V1sxCSAMQMQ_AkCb8DKzxYvAGZ4Lm4oqCOBsc3wer7WwprEQGOsdksW6Yf6LxclElhox
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Photos from here on by Ken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


